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THE favourable reception with which 
this Book was honoured by the Pub- 
lic, has encouraged the Editor to prefent a 
Jecond edition, more corredHy arranged, and 
very confiderably enlarged. Some words and 
explanations in the former edition having 
been pointed out as rather indecent or indeli- 
cate, though to be found in Le Roux, and 
other Glofl&ries of the like kind, thcfe have 
been cither omitted, foftened, or their ex- 
planations taken from books long fandlioned 
with general approbation, and admitted iiito 
the feminaries for the education of youth— 
fuch as Bailey's, Miege's, or Philips*s Dic- 
tionaries ; fo that it is hoped this work will 
now be found as little ofFenfive to delicacy as 
the nature of it would admit. 

A lift is here added of fuch books as have 
been confulted for the additions. 
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COMMON CURSETORS, 
V A G A BO N E S; 

THOMAS HARM AN, EseuiER. 

f P 1^ T It % 

Utihtie and Proffyt of hjrs N^turall Cqunt^ey. 

Newly Augmented a^d Impidnted^ Atino Domini 

M>D.|iXV.I:I« 

Viewed, Exs^mined, and Allbwed according iin-r 
to the Queen'^ Maj«%e.'s $njui<d:ions, 

laipfinted at LoNDOK, in Flpte-ftreet,, at the Signp of 
the Faulcpn, by WiLtiAM Qryffith ; and are to 
be folde <^t his J^hoppe in Sayiit Pyn|lonc's phvirche 
"Yarfle, intheWeft, ^ < i • 
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THE 

CANTING ACADEMY; 

VILLANIES i>iseavER|:Di 

WHE&EIN ARE 9HAWN 

The Myfterious and Yillanous Pradices of that Wicked 
Crew, commonly known by the. Names o£ 

HECTORS, TRAPANNERS, GILTS, &c. 
With feveral NEW CATCHES and SONGS. 

ALSO A 

COMPLEAT CANTING DICTIONARY, 

BOTH OF 

Old fTordsj an4 fuch as are now moft in Ufe^ 

A Book ytty ufefol and neceflary (to be known, but 

not pra£l;ifed) for all People. 

THE SECOND EDITION. 

LONDON: 

Printed by F. Leach, for Mat. Dr£w ; and are to be 

fold by the Bookfellers. 

N. B. ^ie Dedication isjigned, R. Head^ 
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PREFACE TO THE 



HELL UPON EARTH; 

OK TBI MOST PLEASAHT AND DELICTABLE , 

HISTORY 

WHITTINGTON's COLLEDGE. 

•OTHEkWKE (TOLCAKLY) CALLED 

N E W G A T E. 

Giving an Account of the HuMours of thofe Coi- 
LECiANS who'are ftriflly examined at the Old 
Baily, and take their higheft Degrees 
near Hyde Park Corner. 
Being very nfeful to all Perfons, either Gentle or Simple, 
in fhewing them the Manner of the Robbekies and 
Cheats committed by Villains on the Nation; 
whereby they may be the more careful of being 
wronged by them for the future. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED IN THE YEAR 1703. 
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O R, A K 

E X P LA NAT I O N 

O F T H B 

CANT WORDS ufed by THIEVES, HOUSE- 
BREAKERS/ STREET ROBBERS, and 
PICKPOCKETS about Town; 

TO WHICH ARE, PREFIXED 

Some Curious DrssERXATioNs on the ART 

of WHEEDLING, 

. A N D A 

Colledion of their FLASH SONGS, with a 
PROPER GLOSSARY. 

The whole printed from a Copy taken on one of their Gangy 
in the late Scuffle between the Watchmen and a Party 
of them on Clerkenwell Green; which Copy is now 
in the Cullodv of one of the Conftables of that Parifli. 

L O N D P N: 

Printed for J. Brownnell, in Pater -nofter-row. 

M.DCC.LIV. 

[Price Sixpence.] 
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AMBiMMI 



THE great approbation witK which fb 
polite a nation as Frincc has deceived 
the Satirical and Burlefque Didtionaiy of 
Monfieur Le Rous:, teftified by the feveral 
editions it has gone thttnigh* will^ it is hoped^ 
apologize for an attempt to compile an Eng* 
lifh Didionary on a fimilar plan ; our ]an« 
giiage being at leaft as copious as the French^ 
and as capable of the witty equivoque : he^ 
fides which, the freedom of thought and 
fpeech arifing from, and privileged by, our 
conftitution, gives a force and poignancy to 
the expreffions of our common people, not 
to be found under arbitrary governments, 
where the ebuUitrons of vulgar wit are 
checked by the fear of the baftinado, or of a 
lodging during pleafure in fome gaol^or caftle. 

The many vulgar allufions and cant ex- 
preffions that fo frequently occur in our com- 
mon 
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mon converfation and periodical publications, 
make a work of this kind extremely ufeful, 
if not abfolutely necefFary, not only to fo- 
rdgners,. but even to natives refident at a dif- 
tance from the Metropolis > or who do not 
mix iti the bufy world : without forte fuch. 
help, they might hunt through all the ordi- 
nary Dictionaries, from Alpha to Omega, 
iSL fearch of the words, ** black legs, lame 
♦* duck, a plumb, malingeror, nip qheefe, 
^* darbies,, and the newv drop,*' although"^ 
thefe are^ftll terms of well-kmown import at 
Newmarket, Exchange-alley, the City, the 
i^arade, Wapping, arid Newgate. 

.- The fefliipnable words, or favourite ex- 
;preffion{S! of ^e day, alfo find their way into 
our political aijtd- theatrical compofitions : 
thefe, as they generally originate from fome 
trifling evpnt, or temporary circumflance, on 
falling into difufe, or being fuperfeded by 
iiew ones, vanifli without leaving a trace 
behind. Such were the late fafhionable words, 
a bore zxi!^0 twaddle^ arhong the great vul- 
gar ; maccarQui and the barber j among the 
fm^l;. thefe, top, are here carefully regif- 
tercd^ 

The 
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The Vulgar Tongue confifts of two parts : 
the firft is the Cant Language, caUed fome-- 
times Pedlqirs Frpnch, or Su Gileses Greek ; 
the fecond, thofe burlefque phraies, qufkint 
alluiioQs, and nick-^ames for perfons, things, 
and places, which, from k>ng uninterirupted 
u^ge, arc made claifical b^ preicripticm. * 

' ■ ■■ 

Refpeding the firft, that is^ tlie canting: 
language, take the account givoi of its^ngin, 
«id the cataftrophe of its inftitutor, from 
Mr, Hartifon^s Defcriptibn of En^and, pre- 
fixed to HoUingihead^s Chronicllej where, 
treating of beggars, gjrpfiesv iScc. he fays, 
* * It is not yet fifty years fith this trade be- 
«« gan : but how it hath profpeired ifdiens 
♦^ that time, it is eafy to jttdge^^i for they ard 
** now fuppofedt of one fexe and another^ 
*' to adsntount unto above ten thoufand per^ 
^* fonst as I have harde reported. More- 
over, in cQunterfcitrag the Egyptian roges,^ 
they have devifed a language anK>ng theni- 
•^ felves, which they name Canting, vbut 
others Pedlars French, a fpeadiil compjad: 
thirty yeares fince of Enghfh, and a great 
•* number of odde wordcs of their own.de- 
•* vifing, without all oi[der or reafon; and 
«♦ yet fuch it is, as none but themielves arc 

*' able 
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'' abfe to underfbnd. The fitfft devifer 
<^ thereof was hanged by the neck, as a juft 
'* reward^ no doubt, for his defartes, and a 
^^ camaoQ cad to all of that profeflion. 

•* A gentleman (Mn Thomas Harman) 
/« alfo of late hatb taken great paines to 
fearch out the fecret pradizes of this im- 
gracious rabble ; and, among other things, 
ht fetteth down and defcribeth twenty-two 
^f fi^rts of them, whofe names it fhall not 
*^ be Imiile to remember, whereby each one 
^^ Piiy gather what wicked people they are, 
^* U.] what viUany rraiaineth in them/* 
if ■ -' 

For tiii6 lift ieQ the word Crew.—- This 
was the origin of the cant language; its 
lerms have-been colleded from i&e follow- 
ing Treatifes : 

Tbf Bellman of Lmdon^ bringing to light 
the moft notorious \^illahies that are now 
pradifed jui the kingdom. Profitable for 
gentktnen, lawyers, mercha.nts, citizens, far- 
mers, mafters of houfeholds, and all forts 
of fervants, to marke, and delightful! for 
men to xeade. — X^ffi^ Perle^, Relegp.— 
1608, . 

c a Thieves 
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Thieves falling out, tilic men coihe bf 
their goods* — 1615. 

Englijh VillanteSf feven feverall times preft 

to death by the printers ; but (flill reviving 

againe) are now the eighdi time (as the firft) 

.difcovered by lanthome and candle-light : 

and the helpc of a tiew cryer, called O-per-fc 

O ; whofe loud voyce proclaimes, to all that 

.will heare him, another confpiracy of abufes 

lately plotting together, to hurt the peace of 

ihe ki? gdom ; which the bell^man (becaufe 

he ther went ftumbling i'th* dark) coul<)^ever 

fee till now; and becaufe a comp[% of 

rogues, cunning canting gypfies, and \k\ the 

fcumme of our nation, fight under their 

tattered colours. At the end is a canting 

. dictionary to teach . their language, with 

canting fongs. A booke to make gentlemipn 

merry, citizens w^rie, countrymen carefull 5 

'fit for juft ices to reade over, becaufe it is a 

vpilot.by whpm they may make ftrange dif- 

-coveries. — London, 1638. 

Bailey's, and the new Canting Didionary, 

rhave alfo been conljiilted, with the Hiftory 

-of Bamficld More Carew, the Seffions 

Papers, and. other modern authorities. As 

♦ many 
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imany of thefe terms art ftill profeflionally 
ufed by our prefent race of free-booters of 
different denominations, who feem to have 
^ilablifhed a fyftcmatical manner of carrying 
on their "bufinefs, a knowledge of them may 
.therefore beufeful to gentlemen in the com-* 
miffion of the peace^ 

The.fecond part, or burlefque terms, have 
been drawn from the moil claflical aiithori- 
tics; fucb as-foldiers on the long march, 
fedmen at the capftem, ladies difpofing of 
their fifh^ and the colloquies of a Gravefend 
boat* 

Many heroic fentences, exprefling and in- 
culcating a contempt of death, have been 
caught from the mouths of the applauding 
populace, attending thofe triumphant pro- 
ceffiotis up Holbom-hill, with which many 
an unfortunate hero till lately finiflied his 
oourfe : and various choice flowers have been 
collected at executions, as well thofe autho- 
rized by the fentence of the law, and per^ 
formed under the diraflion of the fheriff, 
as thofe inflicted under the authority and in- 
fpedtion ^ of that impartial and fummar^ 
tribunal, called the Mob, upon the picW 

pockets,' 



XU -PREl^AGETOTaE 

Thieves falling out, true m«n come by 
;their goods.— 1615. 

Eng/i/b VillanieSf feven feverall times preft 
to death by the printers j but (ftill reviving 
againe) are now the eighdi time (as the firft) 
.difcovercd by lanthome , and candle-light: 
and the helpe of a new cryer, called O-per-fe 
O ; whofe loud voyce proclaimes, to all that 
.will heare him, another confpiracy of abufes 
lately plotting together, to hurt the peace of 
J:he ki? ^dom ; which the bell^-man (becaufe 
; he ther went ftumbling i'th*dark) coul^i^iever 
fee till now J and becaufe a oamp; ty of 
rogues, cunning canting gypiies, and Vl the 
fcumme of our nation, fight under their 
tattered colours. At the end is a canting 
dictionary to teach, their language, with 
canting fongs. A booke to make gentlemen 
merry, citizens warie, countiymen carefull ; 
r^fit for juftioes to reade over, becaufe it is a 
.pilot, by whom they may make ftrangc dif- 
-coveries. — Ijondon, 1638. 

i Bailey's, and the new Canting Didionary, 
Thavc alfo been confultcd, with the HJftory 
-of Bamfield More Carcw, 
Papers, and other modern aud 
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imany of thefe terms art ftill profeflionally 
ufed by our prefent race of free-booters of 
different denominations, wbo feem to have 
eilablifhed a fyftcmatical nianner of carrying 
on their 'bufinefs, a knowledge of them may 
.therefore beufeful to gentlemen in the com-* 
miflion of the peace^ 

The.fecond part, or burlefque terms, have 
been drawn from the moft claflical aiithori* 
tics; fucb as-foldiers on the long march, 
^men at the capftem, ladies difpofing of 
their fifli^ and the bolloquies of a Gravefend 
boat* 

Many heroic fentences, exprefling and in- 
culcating a contempt of death, have been 
caught from the mouths of the applauding 
populace, attending thofe triumphant pro- 
ceffions up Holbom-hill, with which many 
an unfortunate hero till lately finiflied his 
oourfe: and various choice flowers have been 
collected at executions, as well thofe autho- 
rized by the fentence of the law, and per^ 
formed under the diretflion of the fheriff, 
as thofe infli(3:ed under the authority and in- 

of that impartial and fummai^ 
called the Mob, upon the picbt 

pockets,' 
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ABBESS^ or Lady Abbess. Abawd> the miftrers of a 
brothel. 

Abe l- w a c k e t s. Blows given on the palm of the hand with 
a twifted handkerchief, inftead of a ferula ; a jocular punifh^ 
ment among feamen> who foroetimes play at cards for wacV 
ketSy the lofer fuf&ring as many ftrokes^ he has loft games* 

Abigail. A lady^s waiting maid* 

Abram« 'Naked. Cantm 

AbramCote. a cant word amon^ thieves^ fignifying a nake4 
or poor man ; alfo a lufty^ ftrong rogue. 

AbramMek. Pretended mad men. 

ToshamAbrajix. To pretend ficknefs* 

Academy, ©pPi«hino School. A brothel.— The Float- 
ing Academy ; the lighters on board of which thofe perfons are 
confined, who by a late regulation are condemned to hard 
labour, inftead of tianfportation.^—CiunpbdPsAcaden^y; the 

i A f^jaej 
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fame, from a gentleman of that name, who had the contraft 

for finding and vi^ualling the hulks or lighters. 
Accounts. To caft up one's accounts ; to vomit. 
Acorn. You will ride a horfe foaled by a^n acorn; i. e. the 

gallows, called alfo the Wooden and Three-legged Mare. 

You will be hanged.— Sec Three lexsgej) maIle. 
AcTOF Parliament. A military term for fmall beer, five 

pints of which, by an adl of parliament, a landlord was for- 
merly obliged to give to each foldier gratis. 
AcTEON. A cuckold, from the horns planted ontheiheadof 

Adcon by Diana. 
Adam's Ale. Water. 

Adam Tiler. A pickpocket's afTociate, who receives the 
' flokn g^ods, and runs off with them. Cann 
A D A M S . The moft ancient, honourable, and venerable fociety 

of the name of Adams, A. D, 1750, held their meetings at 

the Royal Swan, Kingfland Road,, kept by George Adams. 
( Addle Pate. An inconfiderate fooliih fellow. 
Addle Plot. A fpoil-fport, a mar-all. 
Admiral of the Blue, who carries his flag on the main-. 

mad. A landlord or publican wearing a blue apron, as was 

formerly the cuftom among gentlemen of that vocation. 
Admiral of the Narrow Seas. One who from drunken- 

nefs vomits into the lap of the perfon fitting oppofite to him. 

Sea phrafe. 
Adrift. Loofe, turned adrift, difcharged. Sea phrafe. 
Affidavit Men. Knights of thepoftir orfalie witnefiles, (aid 
4P to attend WeHininfter Hall, and other courts of jufiice, ready 

to (wear any thing for hire 5 difUngoifl^ by having ftraw ^ 

ftuck in the heels of their (hoes. 
After-Clap, A demand after the firft givezV'in has been 

difcharged, a eharge for-pretended omifiions. . 
Againstthb Grain, Unwilling, It went mnCh againft the 

grain with him, i. e, it was much againft his inclination, dr 

againil his pluck, 
^GOG, Ai;,l-a-gog. Anxious, cageri impatient: from the 
. Italian agogare, to dx£te eagerly. 

AGRouNi. Stuck faft, ftopped, at^ilofc, rained; likcaboat 
or veffel aground* 

An* 



AM B 

Aift AND ExERCtiBE* He has had air and exerciie^ i. e. he 
has beea whipped at the cart's tail; or, as it is generally, 
though more vulgarly, e^preOed, at the cart's a— fe. 
Alderman. A roa^d turkey gamifhed with faufages ; the lat« 
ter aje,fuppoied to reprefent the gold chain worn by thofe ma^ 
gifirateSk 

Ale Drape &v An alehoufe keeper^ 

Ale Post, A may-pole. , 

All-a-mort^ Struck dumb, confounded^ 

Alg ATE. A draught oi^ the pump at Algate ; a bad bill of ex- 
change, drawn on perfons who have no elFedls of the drawer. 

All Hol I day. It is all holiday at Feckham, or it is all holi« 
day with him ; a faying fignifying that it is all over with the 
bufinefs orperfon fpoken of or alluded to. 

All hollow. He was beat all hollow^ i. e. he had no chance 
of conquering ; it was all hollow, or a hollow thing ; it was a 
decided thing from the beginningk See Hollow. 

All N A T I o N s. A compofition of all the different fpirits fold 
in a drani (hop, coUedted ih a veflel, into which the draiuings 
of the bottles and quartern pots are emptied. 

Alls. The five alls is a country fign, reprefenting £ve human 
figures, each having a motto under him. The firft is a king 
in his regalia ; his motto, I govern all : the fecond a bifhop in 
pontificals ; motto, I pray for all ; third, a lawyer in his 
gown; motto, I plead for all ; fourth, a foldier in his regi- 
mentals, fully accoutred ; motto, I fight for all : fifth, a poor 
countryman with his fey the and rake ; motto, I pay for all. 

Alsasia the Higher. White Friars, once a place privt^ 
leged from arrefts for debt, as was alfo the Mint, but fup- 
prefled on account of the notorious abufes committed there. 

Alsasia the Lower. The Mint in Southwark. 

Al s a s I a n s The inhabitants of White Fryers or the Mint. 

Alt AM EL. A verbal or lump account, without particulars, 
fuch as is commonly produced at bawdy houies, fpunging . 
houfes^ &c. Vide Dutch Reckoning. 

Altitudes. The man is in his altitudes, i. e. he is drunk* 

Ambassador. A trick to duck fome ignorant fellow or landf- 
man, frequently played. on board fhips in the warm latitudes. 
It is thus managed.: a large tub is filled with water, and two 
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ABBESS^ or Lady Abbess. Abawd> the miftrers of a 
brothel. 

Abe l- w a c k e t s. Blows given on the palm of the hand with 
a twifted handkerchief^ inftead of a ferula ; a jocular punifh^ 
ment among feamen, who foroetimes play at cards for wao^ 
kets« the lofer fuf&ring as many ftrokes^ he has loft games* 

Abigail. A lady^s waiting maid* ^ 

A B R A M« ' Naked. Cants 

AbramCote. a cant word amon^ thieves^ fignifying a naked 
or poor man ; alfo a lufty^ ftrong rogue. 

Abram Mek, Pretended mad men. 

To shamAbram. To pretend (icknefs* 

Academy, ©pPi«hino School. A brothel.— The Float* 
ing Academy ; the lighters on board of which thofeperfons are 
confined, who by a lato regulation axe condemned to hard 
labour, infieadoftianfportation.*— CignpbdPs Acaden\y; the 
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fame, from a gentleman of that name, who had the contraft 

for finding and vi^ualling the hulks or lighters. 
Accounts. To caft up one's accounts ; to vomit. 
Acorn. You will ride a horfe foaled by a^ acorn; i. c. the 

gallows, called alfo the Wooden and Three-legged Mare. 

You will be hanged.— Sec Three lexsgej) maIle. 
AcTOF Parliament. A military term for fmall beer, five 

pints of which, by an adl of parliament, a landlord was for^ 

merly obliged to give to each foldier gratis. 
Act EON. A cuckold, from the horns planted ontheiheadof 

Adcon by Diana. 
Adam's Ale. Water. 
Adam Tiler. A pickpocket's aflbciate, who receives the 

flokn goods, and runs off* with them. Canti 
Ad Am$. The mofl ancient, honourable, and venerable focicty 

of the name of Adams, A. D, 1750, held their meetings at 

the Royal Swan, Kingiland Road,, kept by George Adams. 
f Addle Pate. An inconfiderate fooliih fellow. 
Addle Plot. A fpoil-fport, a mar- all. 
Admiral of the Blue, who carries his flag on the main^ 

maft, A landlord or publican wearing a blue apron, as was 

formerly the cuftom among gentlemen of that vocation. 
Admiral of the Narrow Seas. One who from drunken- 

nefs vomits into the lap of the perfon fitting oppofite to him. 

Sea phrafe. 
Adrift. Loofe, turned adrift, difcharged. Sea phrafe. 
Affidavit Men. Knights of the pofti^ orfalie witnefiTes, (aid 
4P to attend WeHminfter Hall, and other courts of jufiice, ready 

to fwear any thing for hire $ difUngoifhed by having flraw 
' ftuck in the heels of their (hoes. 
After-Clap, A demand after the firft givcQ^in has been 

difcharged, a eharge for*pretended omifiioAs. . 
Against the Grain, Unwilling, It went mnchagainft the 

grain with him, i. e, it was much againft his inclination, of 

againil bis pluck, 
^GOG, Ai;,l-a-gog. Anxious, eagen impatient: from the 
. Italian agogare^ to dtSix^ eagerly. 
Agrounp. Stuck faft, ftoppcd, at^ilofc, rained; Ukcaboat 

or vefiel aground* 
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Aift AND ExERCtiBE* He has had air and exerciie^ i. e, he 
has beea whij^ied at the cart's tail; or, as it is generally, 
though moxe vulgarly, e^preilbd, at the cart's a— fe. 
Alderman. A roa^d turkey gamifhed with faufages ; the lat-» 
ter are^fuppofbd to repreient the gold chain worn by thofe ma^ 
giftrates. 

Ale D&ape&v An alehoufe keeper^ 

Ale Post, A may-pole. . 

All-a-mo&t. Struck dumb, confounded^ 

Alg ATE. A draught oiji the pump at Algate ; a bad bill of ^x- 
change, drawn on perfons who have no elFefls of the drawer. 

All Holi d a y^ It is all holiday at Feckham, or it is all holl« 
day with him ; a faying fignifying that it is all over with the 
bufinefs orperfon fpoken of or alluded to. 

All hollow. He was beat all hollow^ i. e* he had no chance 
of conquering ; it was all hollow, or a hollow thing ; it was a 
decided thing from the beginnings See Hollow. 

All Nations. A compofit ion of all the different fpirits fold 
in a dram (hop, coUedted ih a veflel, into which the drainingi 
of the bottles and quartern pots are emptied. 

Alls. The five alls is a country fign, reprefenting five human 
figures, each having a motto under him. The firft is a king 
in his regalia ; his motto, I govern all : the fecond a bifhop in 
pontificals ; motto, I pray for all : third, a lawyer in his 
gown ; motto, I plead for all ; fourth, a foldier in his regi- 
mentals, fully accoutred ; motto, I fight for all : fifth, a poor 
countryman with his fey the and rake ; motto> I pay for all. 

Alsasia the Higher. White Friars, once a place privi* 
leged from arrefts for debt, as was alfo the Mint, but fup- 
prefled on account of the notorious abufes committed there. 

Alsasia the Lower. The; Mint in Southwark. 

Al s a s I a n s The inhabitants of White Fryers or the Mint. 

Alt AM el. A verbal or lump account, without particulars, 
fuch as is commonly produced at bawdy houies, fpunging . 
houfeSs &c. Vide Dutch Reckoning. 

Altitudes. The man-is in his altitudes, i. e. he is drunk. 

Ambassador. A trick to duck fome ignorant fellow or landf- 
man, frequently played, on board Ihips in the warm latitudes. 
It is thus managed.: a large tub is filled with water, and two 

A 2 ' ftools 
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(tools placed on each fide of it. Over die whole is throwi) 1 
taipawUh/or old fail : this is kept tight by two perfons^ who 
are to tepiefent the king and queen of a foreign country, and 
are feated on the ftools. The perfon intended to be ducked 
plays the anfibai&dor, and after repeating a ridiculous fpeech 
didated to him> is led in great form up to the throne, and 
feated between the king and queen, who rifing fuddenly as 
foon as he is feated, he falls backwards into the tub of water* 
Ambidexter, A bwyer who takes fees from both plaintiff and 

defendant, of that goes fnacks with both parties in gaming. 
Amen Curler. A parilh clerk. 
Amen. He faid Yes and Amen to every thing ; he agreed t^ 

every thing. 
Aminidab. a jeeiing naroie for a quaker. 
Ames Ace. Within iames ace ; nearly, very near. 
To AMUSE. To fling duft or fnuft in the eyes of the perfon in* 
tended to be robbed ; alfo to invent fome plaufible tale, to de« 
lude (hopkeepers and others, thereby to put them off their 
guard. Canf. 
A M u 8 E R s. Rogues who carried fnuff or duU in their pockets, 
which they threw into thie eyes of any perfon they intended 
to rob; and running away (their accomplices pretending to 
aCift and pity the half-blinded perfon), took that opportunity 
of plundering him. 
Anabaptist. A pickpocket caught in Ihe fa6^, 'and puniih- 

ed with the difcipline of the pump or horfe-ppnd. 
Anchor. Bring your a-fe to ah anchor, i. c. fit down. To let 
, go an anchor to the windward of the law ; to keep within the 
letter of the law. Sea Wit. 
Anglers. Pilferers, or pe^ty thicVes, who, with a ftick having 
a hook at the end. Heal goods out of (hop windows, grates ^ 
&c ; alfo thofe who draw in or entice unwary perfons to prick 
kt the belt, or fuch like devices^ 
Angling for Farthings* Beggii^goutofaprifonwindow 

with a cap, or box, let down ^t the end of a long firing. 
AnkLIe. a girl who is got with child, is faid to have fp rained 

her ankle. 
Anodyne NecilIace. A halter. 

Anthony or Tantony pig. The favourite or finalleft pig 

in 
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ill the littfer.— To FqUow Kkc a tantony pig, i. e. St. Anthony's 
pig; to follow clofe at one's heels, St. Anthony the hermit 
was a fwine herd, and is always reprefented with a fwine'j 
bell and a pig. Some derive this faying from a privilege en- 
joyed by the friaVs of certain convents in England and France ; 
(tons of St. Anthony) whdfe fwitoe Were permitted to feed in 
the ftreets. Thefe fwine would follow iiny one having greens 
or other provifions, till they obtained fome of them. 

To KNOCK AMtHONY. Skid of an inknced perfon, or one 
whofe knees knock together ; to cuflF Jonas. See Jonas. 

A^E Leader. An oldm^id: their punilliment after death, 
for neglefting to incrtafe and multiply, will be, it is faid, 
leading apes in hell.' 

Apostles. To manoeuvre the apoftles • i. e. rob Peter to pay 
Paul; that is, to borrow money of one man to pay another. 

Apothecary. To talk like an apothecary; to talk non- 
fenfe : from the affumed gravity and affe<fhition of knowledge 
genettilly put on by the gentlemen of that pi-ofeiiiOn, who arc 
commonly but fuperficial.in their learning. 

ApoTHECAlkY*s BitL. A long bill. 

Apothecary's or Law Latin. Barbafous Latin, vulgarly 
called Dog Latin, in Ireland Bog Latin. 

Apple Cart. Down with his apple-cart; knock or throw 
bim down. 

Apple Dumplin Shop. A woman's bofom. 

Apple-py E BtD. A bed made apple-pye fafliion, like what 
is called a turnover apple-pye, where the (beets are fo doubled 
as to prevent any one from getting at his length between them : 
^ common trick played by frolicfome country lafles on their 
Sweethearts, male relations, or vifitors. 

>April Fool. Any one impofed on, or fent on a bootlefs er- 
iand, on the firft of April ; on which day it is the cuftom 
among the lower people, children, and fervants, by dropping 
empty papers canefuUy doubled up, fending perfons on abfurd 
tneflages, and fach like contrivances, to impofe on every one- 
they can, and then to falute them witli the title of April 
Fool. 

Af-ron Striw<j Hovd, An eftatc held by a man during his 
«rife\ life. 

Aqua 
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Aqji A PuMPACiNis/ Pump water. Apothecaries LatiHk 
An&Boii ViTiE. A inan'9 penis. 
Aft c H D u K £• A coQiical or eccentric fellow* 
Arch Rogue> or DimbeA. Damber. Upright Mak* 
. The chief of a gang of thieves or gypfies. 
Arch Dell, or Arch Doxt« fignifies the fame in rank 

among the. female canters or gypfies* 
Ard. Hot. Cant. 
Aristippus. a diet drinks or deco^on of farfaparilla« chi- 

na> &c. fold at certain coffee-houfes^ and drank as tea* 
Armour. In his armour, pot valiant ; to fight in armour^ to 

make ufe of Mrs. Philips 's ware. See C~d~m» 
Ark. a boat or wherry. Let us take an Ark and winns ; let 

us take a fculler. Cant* 
Ark Ruffians. Rogues who, in conjun<5Uon with water- 
men, robbed, and fometimes murdered, on the water, by 
picking a quarrel with the pafiengers in a boat, boarding it, 
plundering^ ftripping, and throwing them overboard, &c. 
A fpecies of badgers. Cant. 
Arrah now. An unmeaning expletive, frequently uled by 

the vulgar Irilh. - 
Ars MusicA. A bum-fiddle. 

Arse. To hang an arfe; to hang back, to be afraid to ad- 
vance. He would lend his a— e, and fh-te through his ribs ; 
a faying of any one who lends his money inconfiderately. He 
would lofe his a— e if it was loofe j faid of- a carelefs perfon. 
A— e about ; turn round. 
Arsy varsey. To fall arfy varfey , i. e. head over heels. 
Arthur; King Arthur. A game ufed at fea, when near 
the line, or in a hot latitude. It is performed thus : a man 
who is to reprefent king Arthur, ridiculoufly dreflcd, having 
a large wig made out of oakum, or fome old fwabs, is feated 
on the fide, or over a large veifcl of water. Ei-ery perfon in 
his turn is to be ceremonioufly introduced to him, and to pour 
a bucket of water over him, crj'ing. Hail, king Arthur ! If 
during this ceremony the perfon introduced laughs or fmiles 
(to which his majefly endeavours to excite him, by all forts of 
ridiculous gefticulations), he changes place with, and then 

becomes. 



■I 



A U T 

becomes^ king Arthur, till relieved bjrfome brother tar> who 
h^ as little command over his mufcles as himfelf. 

Articles. Breeches; coat, vsraiflcoat, and articles. 

Ask or Ax my A— e. A common reply to any qneftionj 
ilill deemed wit at fea> and foimerly at court, under the de- 
nomination of felling bargains. See Bargain. 

AssiG. An aflignation. 

Athanasian wench, or Quicunquk vult. A for-' 
ward girl, ready to oblige every man that fhall afk her. 

Aunt. Mine aunt ; a bawd or procnrefs ; a title of eminence 
for the fenior dells, who ferve for inilrudtteilfes, midwives, &c« 
forthedell3« Caji/.— See Dells. 

Avoifc Du Fois Lay, Stealing brafs weights off the coun-* 
tersof(hops. Cant* 

AuTEM, A church. 

Avtbm BAWLER. A parfou, C^nt. 

AuTEM CACKLERS. iDiffentersof cvciy dcuoi^ination. Cant. 

AUTBMPRICKEAR9» 3 

AuTEiicCAtKLETvB. A conveuticle or meeting houfe for 

di&ntei:B» Cant. 
AutemDipfeils. Anabaptiits, Cant. 
AuTEM Divers. Pickpockets who pradife in churches ; alfo 

churchwardens and overfeers of. the poor. Cant, 
AutemGoglers, Pretended French prophets. Caut* 
AvTEM MoRT. A married woman; alfo a female beggar 

with feveral children hired or borrowed to excite charity. 

Cant* 
AuTEM Quavers. Quakers. 
AyTEM Qu AYEi^ Tub. A Quakers mecting-boufe. Cant*, 
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I ABES IN THE Woojx. Rogues io- the ftocks^ or pil- 
lory. 
B A B B L s • Confufed, unintelligible talk^ fuch as was ufed at the 

l^uilding the TQwer of £able. 
Back Biter, One who flanders another behind hisback^ i« e* 
in his abfence* His bofom friends are become his back 
biterss faid of a loufy man. 
Backed. Dead. He wilhes to have the fenior^ or old fquarc^ 
toes, backed : he longs to havQ his father on fix men's (boul- 
ders ; that is, carrying to the grave. 
Back up. His back is up, i. e. he is offended or apgry : an 
expreilion or idea taken from a cat; t}iat anim^, when angry, 
always raifing its back. An alluiion alio fometinies ufed to 
jeer a crooked man; as. So, Sir, I fee ibmebody has offend- 
ed you, for your back is up. 
Bacon. He has faved his bacon; he has efcaped. He has a 
good voice to beg bacon ; a faying in ridicule of a bad voice. 
Bacon fac£D. Full faced. 
Baoon fed. Fat, greafy. 
BACt Gammon Player. A fbdomite. 
Back Door (Usher or Gentleman of the). The fame,, 
BadBargain. One of his majeily 's bad bargains ; a worth- 

lefsfoldier, amalingeror. See Mali ngeror. 
Badge. Aterm ufed for one burned in the hand. He has got 
his badge, and piked; he was burned in the hand, and is at 
liberty. Cant. 
Badge Coves. Pariih penfioners. Cant* 
Badgers. A crew of defperate villains who robbed near ri-« 
vers, into which they threw the bodies of thofe they murder- 
ed. Cant, 
*Vo Badger. To confound, perplex, or teize. 

Bag. He gave them the bag; i. c. left them. 

Ba« 



BAN 

Bag of Nails. He fquints like a bag of nails; i.e. his 
eyes are direded as many ways as the points of a bag of 
nails. The old Bag of Nails at Pimlico; origin ally the 
Bacchanals. 

Baggage. Heavy baggage ; women and children. Alfo a 
familiar epithet for a woman ; as^ cunning baggage^ wan- 
ton baggage^ Sec, 

Bakers Dozen. Fourteen; that number of rolls being al- 
lowed to the purchafers of a dozen. 

Baker-knee'd. One whofe knees knock together in walk- 
ing, as if kneading dough. 

Balderdash. Adulterated wine. 

Ballocks. The teilicles of a man or beail ; alfo a vulgar 
nick name for a parfon. 

BallumRancum. a hop or dance> where the women are 
all proftitute^. N. B. The company dance in their birth* 
day fuits. 

Balsam. Money. 

Bam. a jocular impofition, the fame as a humbug. See 
Humbug. 

To Bam. To impofe on any one by a falfity ; alfo to jeer or 
make fun of any one. 

To Bamboozle. To make a fool of any one^ to humbug 
or impofe on him. 

Banaghan. He beats Banaghan ; an Iriih faying of one 
who tells wonderful dories. . Perhaps Banaghan was a mia- 
firel famous for dealing in the marvellous. 
Sandbox. Mine a — fe on a bandbox ; an anfwer to the 
offer of any thing inadequate to the purpofe for which 
it is proffered, like offering a bandbox for a feat. 

Banburt Story of a Cock and a Bull. A round* 
about^ nonfenfical ffory. 

Bandog. A bailiff" or his follower ; alfo a very fierce mafiiff*; 
likewife^ a bandbox. Cant. 

Sandqre. a widow's mourning peajc ; alfo a mafical in- 
ffrument. 

To Bang. Tabeat. 

B A n g I N g « Great : a fine banging boy. 

B Bang 
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Bang Straw. A nick name for a threflicr, but applied to 

all the fervants of a farmer. 
Bankrupt Cart. A one-horfe chaife, faid to be fo called 

by a Lord Chief Juftice, from their being fo frequently 

ufed on Sunday jaunts by extravagant fhopkeepers and 

tradefmen. 

Banks's Horse. A horfe famous for playing tricks, the 
property of one Banks. It is mentioned in Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh's Hill, of the World, p. 178; alfo by Sir Kenelm 
Digby and Ben Jonfon. 

Bantling. A young child. 

Banyan Day. A fca term for thofe days on which no 
meat is allowed to tlie failors : the term is borrowed from 
the Banyans in the Bad Indies, a cad that eac nothing 
that had life. 

Baptised, or Christened. Rum, brandy, or any other 
fplrits, that have been lowered with water. 

Barber. That's the barber; a ridiculous and unmeaning 
phrafe, in the mouths of the common people about the 
year 1760, iignifying their approbation of any aflion, 
meafure, or thing. 

Barber's Chair. She is as common as a barber's chair, 
in which a whole pariih fit to be trimmed ; faid of a prof- 
dtute. 

Barber's Sign. A Handing pole and two wafli-balls. 

•Bargain. To fell a bargain ; a fpecies of wit, moth in 
vogue about the latter end of the reign of Queen Anne^ 
and frequently alluded to by Deaa Swift, who fays the 
maids of honour often amufed themfelves with it. It con- 
fided in the feller naming his or her hinder parts, in an- 
fwerto the queflion. What? which the buyer was g.rtfully 
led toaik. As a fpepimen, take the following inijtance : 
A lady would come into a room full of company, apparently 
in a fright^ crying out. It is white, and follows me ! On any 
of the company afking. What ? fhe fold him the bargain, 
by faying, Mine a — e. 

Barker. The fhopman of a bow-wow Ihop, or dealer in 
fi:cond-hand clothes, particularly about Monmouth-dreet, 

who 
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who walks before his maflcr's door, and deafens every paf- 

fenger with his cries of— Clothes, coats, orgowns— what d'ye 

want, gemmen ? — what d'ye buy ? See Bow-wow Shop. 
Barkshire. , A member or candidate for Barkfhire; faid of 

one troubled with a cough, vulgarly flyled barking. 
Barking Irons. Piilols, from their exploiion refembling 

the bow-wow or barking of a dog. Irijh, 
Barn. A parfon's barn ; never fo full but there is flill room 

for more. Bit by a barn moufe ; tipfey, probably from an 

allufion to barley. 
Barnaby. An old dance to a quick movement. See Cot« 

ton, in his Virgil Travefti ; where, fpeaking of £olus> he 

has thefe lines : 

Bounce cry the port-holes, out they Hy, 

And make the world dance Barnaby. '''> 

Barnacle. A good job, or fnack eafily got; alfo (hell fifli 
growing at the bottoms of fhips ; a bird of the goofe kind ; 
an' inflrument like a pair of pincers, to fix on the nofes of 
vicious horfes whilft (hoeing ; a nick name for fpedlacles, 
and alfo for the gratuity given to grooms by the buyers and 
fellers of horfes. ^ 

Bartholomew Baby. A perfon drefled up in a tawdry 
manner, like the dolls or babies fold at Bartholomew fair. 

Bar Wig. A wig between a Dalmahoy and a double cadl^ ■ it 
flower or full bottom. See Dalmahoy. 

Basket. An exclamation frequently made ufe of in coclf^';^^ 
pits, at cock fightings, where perfons refufing or unable '»*.;* 
to pay their lofings, are adjudged by that refpedlable af- 
fembly to be put into a bafkct fufpended over the pit, there 
to remain during that day's diverfion : on the lead demar 
to pay a bet, Bafket ! is vociferated in terrorem. He grins 
like a bafket of chips ; a faying of one who is on the broad 
grin. 

Basket-making. The good old trade of bafket- makings, 
copulation, or making feet for children's (lockings. 

Bastard. The child of an unmarried woman. 

Bastardly Gullion. A ballard's badard. . 

B2 To . 
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To BASTE. To beat. I'll give him his bailings ; I'll beat 
him heartily. 

Basting. A beating. 

Bastonading. Beating any one with a flick; from baton^ 
a dick, formerly fpel I ballon. 

Batch. We had a pretty batch of it lad night ; we had a 
hearty dofe of liquor. Batch originally means the whole 
quantity of bread baked at one time in an oven. 

Battner. An ox : beef being apt to batten or fatten thofe 
that eat it. The cove has hufhed the battner ; i. e. has 
killed the ox. 

Batchelors Fare. Bread and cheefe and kifTes. 
.;.; Batchelor's Son. A baflard. 

Battle-royal. A battle or bout at cudgels or fiily-CQifs^ 
wherein more than two perfons are engaged : perhaps from 
its refemblance, in that particular, to more ferious engage- 
ments /baght to fettle royal difputes. 

Baudrans. A cat. Scetgb, 

Bawbee. A halfpenny. Scotch. 
li^- Bawbels or Bawbles. Trinkets^ a man's teflicles. 

Bawd. A female procurefs. 

Bawdy Basket. The twenty-third rank of canters, who 
carry pins, tape, balladfi, and obfcene books to fell> but 
live modly by dealing. Cant* 

Bawdy-house Bottle, A very fmall bottle; ihort mea- 

^ fure being axnong the many means ufed by the keepers of 
thofe houfes, V> %^^ what they call an honed livelihood : 
indeed this is one of the lead reprchendble ; the lefs they 
give a man of their infernal beverages for his money, the 
kinder they behave to him. 

Bay Windows, Old projedting windows. 

Bayard of Ten Toes, To ride bayard of ten toes, is to 
walk on foot. Bayard was a horfe famous in old ro- 
mances. 
^ Pear. One who contrafts to deliver a certain quantity or 
fum of dock in the public funds, on a future day, and at a' 
plated price ; or, in other words, fells what he has not got, 
^i)i;e the huntfman in the fable, who fold the bear's ikin be- 
fore 
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fore the bear was killed. As the bear fells the (lock he is 
not poflefled of, fo the bull purchafes what he has not mo- 
ney to pay for ; but in cafe of any alteration in the price 
agreed on; either party pays or receives the difference. Zx-* 
change Alley. 

Bear-garden Jaw or Discourse. Rude^ vulgar laiL- 
guage, fuch as was ufed at the bear gardens 

Bear Leader. A travelling tutor. 

B^ARD Splitter. A man much given to wenching* 

Bearings. Pll bring him to his bearings; I'll bring him to 
reafon. Sea term, 

£east. To drink like a bead, i. e. only when thirily. 

Beast WITH Two Backs. A man and woman in the ad 
of copulation. Sbake/feare in Othello* 

Beater Cases. Boots. Cant. ' 

Beau- nasty. A flovenly fop; one finely drefTed, but dirty. 

Beau Trap. A loofe flone in a pavement, under which 
water lodges, and, on being trod upon, fquirts it np, to 
the great damage of white (lockings ; alfo a (harper neatly 
drefledj lying in wait for raw country fqnires, or ignorant 
fops. 

Becalmed. A piece of fea wit, fported in hot weather. I 
am becalmed, the fail (licks to the maft ; that is, my ihirt 
flicks to my back. 

Beck. A beadle. SeeHERMANsscK. 

Bed. Put to bed with a mattock,- and tucked up with a 
ipade; faid of one that is dead and buried, j^ou will go 
up a ladder to bed, i. e. you will be hanged. In many 
country places, perfons hanged are made to mount ap « 
ladder, which is afterwards turned round or taken away ; 
whence the term, ** Turned off.'* 

Bedawbed all over with Lace. Vulgar faying of any 
one drefled in clothes richly laced. 

Bedfordshire, lamfor Bedfordihire, i.e.for going tobed. 

Bedizened. Drefled out, over drefled^ or aukwardly or« 
namented. 

Beef. To cry beef; to give the alarm. They have cried 
beef on as« Cant. -^To be in a man's beef; to wound him 

with 



. > 

■ ■ . 




BEL 

with i fword. To be in a woman's beef; lo have carnal 
knowledge of her. Say yoj "uoL^htyour beef of mc ; a jo- 
cular requeft from a butcher to a fat man, implying that he 
credits the butcher who ferves him. 

Beef Eater. A yeoman of the guards, inflituted by Hen- 
ry VII. Their office was to ftand near the bouiFet, or cup- 
board, thence called BoufFetiers, fince corrupted to Beef 
Eaters. Others fuppofe they obtained this name from the 
iize of their perfons, and the eadnefs of their duty, as hav- 
ing fcarce more to do than to eat the king's beef. 

Beetle-browed. One having thick projecting eyebrows. 

Beetle-headed. Dull, flupid. 

Beggar Maker. A publican, or ale-houfe keeper. 

Beggars Bullets. Stones. The beggars bullets began 
to fly, i. e. they began to throw Hones. 

Beilby's Ball. He will dance at Bcilby's ball, where the 
fherifF pays the mufick; he will be hanged. Who Mr. 
Beilby^was, or why that ceremony was fo called, remains 
with the quadratute of the circle, the difcovcry of the phi- 
lofopher's flone, and divers other dciidcrata yet unc^if- 
covered* 

Belch. All forts of beer; that liquor being apt to caufe 
eruftation. 

Bell, Book, and Candle. They curfed him with bell, 
book, and candle; an alluiion to the popiih foim of ex- 
>«^ tommvinicating and anathematizing perfons who had ofFend* 
'S • ed the church. 

To Bear the Bell. To excel or furpafs all competitors, 
to be the principal in a body or fociety ; an allufion to the 
fore horfe or leader of a team, whofe harnefs is commonly 
ornamented with a bell or bells. Some fuppofe it a term 
borrowed frotn an ancient tournament, where the vidlori- 
ous knight bore away the helle or /air lady. Others derive 
it from a horfe race, or other rural contentions, where 
bells where frequently given as prizes. 

Bellows. The lungs. 

Bellower. The town crier. 

Belly. His eye was bigger than his belly; a faying of a per- 
Ton at a table, who takes more on his plate than he can eat. 

Belly- 
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Bellyfull. a hearty beating, fuiHclent to make a roaa 
yield or give out. A woman with child is alfo faid to have 
got her belly full. 
Belly Cheat. An apron. 

Belly Plea. The plea of pregnancy, generally adduced 
by female felons capitally convided, which they take 
care to provide for, previous to their trials ; every gaol 
having, as the Beggar's Opera informs us, one or more 
-child getters, who qualify the ladies for that expedient to 
procure a refpite. 

Belly Timber. Food of all forts. 

Bell Swagger. A noify bullying fellow. 

Bell Wether. The chief or leader of a mob : an idea taken 
from a flock of fheep, where the wether has a bell about 
his neck. 

Bene. Good. — Benar. Better. Ca^tt. 

Bene Bowse. Good beer, or other ftrong liquor. Cant. 

Bene Cove. A good fellow. Cant. 

Bene Darkmans, Good night. Cant. 

Bene Feakers. Counterfeiters of bills. Cant. 

Bene Feakers of Gybes. Counterfeiters of pafles. Cant, 

Beneshiply. Worfhipfully. Cant. 

Ben. a fool. Cant, 

Benish. Foolifh. 

Benison. The beggar's benifon ; May your ••••• and purft 
never fail you. 

Bermudas. A cant name for certain places in London,* 
privileged againfl arrefts, like the Mint in Southwark^ 
Bsn yon/on. 

Bess, or Betty. A fmall inilrument ufed by houfe- break- 
ers to force open doors. Bring befs and glym ; bring the 
inflrument to force the door, and the dark Ian thorn. Small 
flafks like thofe for Florence wine, are alfo called betties. 

Bess. See Brown Bess. 

Bbthlehemites. Chridmas carol fingers. Cant. 

Best. To the beft in Chriftendom, i. e. the b^ft ••*• in 
Chriilendom ; a health formerly much in vogue. 

Bet. a wager. — ToBbt. To lay a wager. 

Betty Martin. That's my eye, Betty Martin ; an aflfwer 
to any one that attempts to impofe'or humbug. 

^ BlTWAT- 
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£etwattlbd. Surprifed, confounded, out of one's fen fes ; 

a] fo bewrayed. 
Sever. An afternoon's luncheon; alfo a fine hat, bevers 

fur making the bcfl hats. 
Beverage. Garnifh money^ or money for drink, demanded 

of any one having a new fuit of clothes. 
Bible. A boatfwain's great axe. Sea term. 
BiBLi Oath. Suppofed by the vulgar to be more binding 

than an oath taken on the Tcllament only, as being the 

bigger book, and generally containing both the Old and 

New Teftamentr 

Biddy, or Chick-a-biddy. A chicken, and figuratively 
a young wench. 

Bidet, commonly pronounced Biddy. A kind of tub, con- 
trived for ladies to waih themfelves, for which purpofe 
they beflride it like a little French poney, or poft-horfe, 
called in France bidets. 

BiENLY. Excellently. She wheedled fo bienly ; fhe coaxed 
or flattered fo cleverly. French. 

Bilbo A. A fword. Bilboa in Spain was once famous for 
well- tempered blades : thefe are quoted by FalfiafF, where 
he defcribes the 'manner in which he lay in the buck ba(^ 
ket. The Bilboas ; the flocks. Cant. 

To Bilk. To cheat. Let us bilk the rattling cove; let 
us cheat the hackney coachman of his iL:e. C^;//.— -Bilk- 
ing a coachman, a box keeper, ani ?. poor whore, were 
formerly, among men of the iown, thought gallant ac- 
tions. 

Bill of Sale. A widow's weeds. Sec House to let. 

Billingsgate Language. Foul language, or abufe. 
Billingfgaft is the market where the.fifh women afTemble to 
purchafe fifh ; and where, in their dealings and difputes, 
they are fomewhat apt to leave decency and good manners 
a little on the left hand. 

BiNG Togo. Ca»/.->Bing avail ; get you gone. Binged 
-<■ avaft in a darkmans ; flole away in the night. Bing we to 
Rumeville f Ihall we go to London ? 

Bingo* Brandy or other fpirituous liquor. Cant. 

Bingo Boy. A dram drinker. ^ Cant* 

BiNQO MoaT. A £male dram drinker. Cant. 

Bin#a^ls 
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BiKNACLB Word* A £ne or affedled worcl^ which failors 
jeering]/ offer to chalk up on the binnacle. 

Bird and Baby. The fign of the eagle and child. 

BiRD-wiTTBD.Inconiiderate, thoughtlefs, eafily impofedon. 

Birds of a Feather. Rogues of the fame gang. 

Birth-Day Suit. He was in his birth-day fuit^ that is,, 
ftark naked. 

Bishop. A mixture of wine and water, into which is put a 
xoafted orange. Alfo one of the largeil of Mrs. Phillips's 
purfes, ufed to contain the others. 

BisHOFPBD, or To BISHOP. A term among horfe dealers* 
for burning the piark into a horfe's tooth, after he has loft 
it by age; by bifhopping, a horfe is made to appear 
younger than he is. It is a common faying of milk that 
<;\ is burnt to, that the bifhop has fet his foot in it. For- 
merly, when a bifhop paffed through a village, all the in- 
habitants ran out of their houfes to folicit his blefling, even 
leaving their milk, &c. on the fire, to take its chance; 
which, when burnt to, was faid to be bi (hopped. 

Bit. Money* He grappled the cull's bit; he feized the 
man's money. A bit is alfo the fmalleft current coin in 
Jaimaica, equal to about fixpence flerling. 

Bitch. A fhe dog, or.dqggefs; the moll ofFenfive appella- 
tion that can be given to an Englifh woman, even more 
provoking than that of whore, as may be gathered from 
the regular Billingfgate or St. Giles's anfwer— *' I may be 
** a whore, but can't be a bitch." 

To Bitch. To yield, or give up an attempt through fear. 
To fland bitch ; to make tea, or do the honours of the tea 
table, performing a female part : bitch there Aanding for 
woman, fpecies for genus. 

Bitch Booby. A country wench. Military term. 

Biter. A wench whofc •♦♦•is ready to bite her a — fc; 
a lafcivious, rampant wench. 

Bite. A cheat; alfo a woman's privities. The cull wapt 
the mort's bite; the fellow enjoyed the wench heartily* 
Cant, 

To Bite. To over-reach, orimpofe; alfo to fteal. Cant* 
^-Biting was once edeemed a kind of wit, fimilar to the 

C humbug. 
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humbug. An inftance of it is given in the Spcdlator : A 
man under fentence of death having fold his body to a fur- 
gcon rather below the market price, .on receiving the mo- 
ney, cried, A bite ! I am to be hanged in chains.— To 
bite the roger ; to ileal a portmanteau. To bite the wiper; 
to ileal a handkerchief. To bite on the bridle ; lo be 
pinched or reduced to difficulties. Hark ye, friend, whe- 
ther do they bite in the collar or the cod -piece ? Water 
^wit to anglers. 
Blab. A tell-tale, or one incapable of keeping a iccret. 
Black and white. In writing. I have it in black* and 

white ; I have written evidence, 
BlacR Art. The art of picking a lock. Cant, 
Black A- s£. A copper or kettle. The pot calls the kettle 

black a-fe. Cant, 
Black Book. He is down in the black book, i.e. has a 
ilain in his charadler. A black book is kept in mofT regi- 
ments, wherein the names of all perfons fenteaced to pu- 
niihment are recorded. 
Black Box. A lawyer. Cant, 

Black Eye. We gave the bottle a black eye, i. c. drank 
it almoil up. He cannot fay black is the white of ray eye ; 
he cannot point out a blot in my charaflcr. 
Black Fly. The greateft drawback ©n the farmer is the 

black fly, i. c. the parfon who takes tythe of the harvell. 
Black- guard. A ihabby, dirty fellow; a term faid to be 
derived from a number of dirty, tattered, and roguiihboys, 
who attended at the Horfe Guards, and Parade in St. 
James's Park, to black the boots and ihoes of the foldiers, 
or to do any other dirty offices. Thefe, from their con- 
ilant attendance about the time of guard mounting, were 
nick-named the black-guards. 
BlackJack. a jug to drink out of, made of jacked lea- 
ther. 

Black Joke. A popular tune to a fong, having for the bur- 
then, " Her black joke and belly fo white :" figuratively 
the black joke figni^es the monofyllable. See Monosyl- 
lable. 

Black 
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Black Indies. Newcaftle in Northumberland, whofc rich 
coal mines prove an Indies to the proprietors. 

Black Legs. A gambler or fharper on the turf or in the 
cock-pit: fo called, perhaps, from their appearing generally 
in boots ; or elfe from game cocks, whofe legs arc always 
black. 

Black Monday. The firft Monday after the fchool-boys 
holidays, or breaking up, when they are to go to fchool, 
and produce or repeat the talks fet them. 

Black Muns. Hoods and fcarves of alamode lufeftring. 

Black Psalm. To fing the black pfalm ; to cry i a faying 
afed to children. 

Black Spy. The Devil. 

Black Strap. Bene Carlo wine; alfo port. A tafk of la- 
bour impofed on foldiers at Gibraltar, as a punifhment for 
fmall offences. 

Blank. To look blank; to appear difappointed or con- 
founded. 

Blarney. He has licked the Blarney done; he deals in 
the wonderful, or tips us the traveller. The blarney 
ftone is a triangular flone on the very top of an <in- 
cient caflle of that name, in the county of Cork in Ire- 
land, extremely difficult of accefs ; fo that to have afcended 
to it, was confidered as a proof of perfeverance, courage, 
and agility, whereof many are fuppofed to claim the ho- 
nour, who never achieved the adventure : and to tip the 
' blarney, is figuratively ufed for telling a marvellous flory, 
or falfity; and alfo fometimes to exprefs flattery. IriJJ!?, 

A BLASTED Fellow or Brimstone. An abandoned rogue 
or proftitute. Cant, 

To Blast. To curfe. 

Blater. a Calf. Cant. 

Bleached MoRT. A fair-complexioned wench. 

Bleaters. Thofe cheated by Jack in a box. Coff/.— -See 
Jack in a Box. 

Bleating Cheat. A fheep. Cant. 

Pleating Rig. Sheep flealing. Cant. 

Bleeding Cully. One who parts eafily with his money, 
or bleeds freely, 

Qz Bleeding 
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Bleeding new. A metaphor borrowed from &(h, which 

will not bleed when Hale. 
Blessing* A fmall quantity over and above the metforey 
Mfually given by huckfters dealing in peafe, beans, and 
other vegetables. 
Blew John. A(h or after-wort. 
Blind. A feint, pretence, or fhift. 
Blind Cheeks. The breech. Bufs blind cheeks; kifsmine 

a-fe. 
Blind Excuse. A poor or infufiicient excufe. A blind 
alehoufe, lane, or alley ; an obfcure, or little-known or 
frequented alehoufe, lane, or alley. 
Blind Harpers. Beggars counterfeiting blindnefs^ pl^7- 

ing on fiddles, &c< 
Blindman's Buff. A play ufed by children, where one 
being blinded by a handkerchief bound over his eyes, at- 
tempts to feize any one of the company, who all endeavoar 
to avoid him ; the perfon caught mufl be blinded in hi$ 
ftead. 
Blindman*s Holiday. Night, darknefs. 
Block Houses. Prifons, houfes of corredion, &c< 
Blood. A riotous diforderly fellow. 
Blood fou Blood. A term ufed by tradefmen for barter- 
ing the different commodities in which they deal. Thus a 
hatter furnifhing a holier with a hat, and taking payment 
in llockings, is faid to deal blood for blood. 
Bloody Back. A jeering appellation for a foldier, allude 

ing to his fcarlet coat. 
Bloss. The pretended wife of a bully, or ihop lifter« 

Cant» 
To Blot the Skrip and jark it* To (land engaged 

or bound for any one. Cant, 
Blow. He has bit the blow, i. e. he has flolen the goods. 

Cant, * 

Blower or Blow en. Amiflrefsor whore of a gentleman of 

the Team p. 
To Blow the Grounsils. To lie with a woman on the 
£oor. Cant* 

Ta 
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To Blow the Oab, To confefs, w impeach a confederate. 

Cant, 
Blow-up. A difcovery^ or the confafion occaiioned by one. 
A Blowse, or Blowsabblla. A woman whofe hair is 

diflievelled, and hanging about her face ; a flattern. 
Blubber. The mouth.-*I have flopped ^le cull's blubber; 
I have flopped the fellow's mouth : meant either by gagr 
ging or murdering him« 
To Blubber. To cry. 
To Sport Blubber. Said of a large coarfe woman, who 

expofes her bofom. 
Blubber Cheeks. Large flaccid cheeks, hanging like the 

fat or blubber of a whale. 
Blue. To look blue; to be confounded, terrified^ or dir> 

appointed. Blue as a razor; perhaps, blue as azure. 
Blue Boar. A venereal bubo. 
Blue Devils; Low fpirits. 

Blue Flag. He has hoifled the blue flag; he has com- 
menced publican, or taken a public houfe,; an allufion to 

the blue aprons worn by publicans. See Admiral of 

THE Blue, 
BlueandOrakge. Thisfociety, flyling themfelves Loyal 

and Friendly, met, 17421 at Kouli Kahn's head, Leicefler- 

fields. 
Blue Pidgeon Fliers; Thieves who (leal lead off houfea 

and churches. Cant, 
Blub Plumb. A bullet.— Surfeited with a blue plumb; 
■ wounded with a bullet. A fortment of George R — 's blue 

plumbs; a volley of ball, fhot from foldiers firelocks. 
Blue Skik. A perfon begotten on a black woman by a white 

man. One of the blue fquadron ; any one having a crofs of 

the black breed, or, as it is termed, a lick of the tar brufh. 
Blue Tape, or Skt Blub. Gin. 
Bluff. Fierce, furly. He looked as bluff as bull beef. 
Bluffer. An inn-keeper. Cant. 
Blunderbuss. A fhort gun, with a wide bore, for carrying 

fhigs ; alfo a flppid, blundering fellow. 
Blunt. Money. Cant, 
To Bluiter. To talk big, to hedor or bully. 

Boardivq 
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Boarding School. Bridewell^ Newgate, or any other 
prifon, or houfe of correftion. 

Bob. a fhoplifter's aiTiilant, or one that receives and carries 
off ftoicn goods. All is bob, all is fafe. Cant. 

Bobbed. Cheated^ tricked, difappointed. 

Bobbish. Smart, clever, fpruce. 

Bob-stay. A rope which holds the bowfprit to the ftem or 
cutwater. Figuratively, the frenum of a man's yard. 

Bob Tail. A lewd woman, or one that plays with hert^I; 
alfo an impotent man, or an eunuch. Tag, rag, and bob- 
tail ; a mob of all forts of low people. To (hift one's 
bob ; to move off, or go away. To bear a bob» to join in 
chorus with any fingers. 

Bodies. The foot guards, or king's body guards. 

Body Snatcheks. Bum bailiffs. 

Body of Divinity bound in Black Calf. A parfon. 

Bog Lander. An Iriihman; Ireland being famous for its 
large bogs, which furnifh the chief fuel in many parts of 
that kingdom. 

Bog Trotter. The fame. 

Bog House. The neceffary houfe. 

Boo Latin. Barbarous Latin. /rz/^.-^See Dog LatiA 
and Apothecaries Latin. 

Bogy. Aik bogy, i. c. alk minea-fe. Sea nvit, 

BoH. Said to be the name of a Danifh general, who fo ter-* 
riiied his opponent Foh, that he caufed him to bewray him- 
felf. Whence, when we fmell a flink, it is cuflomary to 
exclaim, Foh ! i. e. I fmell general Foh. He cannot fay 
Boh to a goofe ; i. e. he is a cowardly or fheepifh fellow. 

Bold. Bold as a miller's ihirt, which every day takes k 
rogue by the collar. 

Bolt. A blunt arrow. 

Bolt Upright. As ereft^ or flraight np, as an arrow fet 
on its end. 

To Bolt. To run fuddenly out of one's houfe, or hiding 
place, through fear; a term borrowed from a rabbit warren, 
where the rabbits are made to bolt, by fending ferrets into 
their burrows : we fet the houfe on £re, and made him 
bolt. To bolt^ alfo means to fwallow meat without chew- 

ing; 
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ing : the farmers fervants in Kent are famous for boltinj 
large quantities of pickled pork. 

Bolter of White Friars, or the Mint* One thac 
peeps out, but dares not venture abroad for fear of arrefts. 

Bone Box. The mouth. Shut your bone box; fliutyour 
mouth. 

BoNEb. Seized, apprehended, taken up by a conlUble. 
Cant. 

BoLut. A nick-name for an apothecary. 

BoME Setter. A hard-trotting horfe. 

Booby, or Doc Booby. An aukward lout, clodhopper, or 
country fellow. See Clodhopper and Lout. — A bitch 
booby; a country wench. 

BpoBY Hutch. A one-horfe chalfe, noddy, buggy, or 
leathern bottle* 

Book-keeper. One who never returns borrowtd book». 
Out of one's books; out of one's favour. 

Boot Catcher. The fervant at an inn whofc buiinef^ it 
is to dea^ the boots of the guefls. 

Boots. The youngeft officer in a regimental mefs, whofe 
duty it is to ikink> that is, to ftir the fire, fnuff the candles, 
and ring the bell* See Skink.«— To ride in any one's old 
boots; to marry or keep his caft- off miflrefs. 

Booty. To play booty ; cheating play, where the player 

• purpofely avoids winning. 

Bo-peep«' One who fometimes hides himfelf, and fome- 
times appears publicly abroad, is faid to play at bo-peep. 
Alfo one who lies perdue, or on the watch. 

Borachio. a fkin for holding wine, commonly a goat's; 
. alfo anick name for a drunkard. 

Borde. a (hilling. A half borde ; fixpence. 

Bordello. A bawdy houfe. J ^ . ^ * • • - 

Bore. A tedious, troublefome man or woman, one who 
bores the ears of his hearers with an untnterefting tale : 
a term much in fafhion about the years 1780 and 1781. 

Born under a Threepenny Halfpenny Planet, ne- 
TER TO BE worth A Groat. Said of any perfon re- 
markably unfaccefsful to their attempts or profeflion. 

Botch. 
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Botch. A nick name for a taylor. 

fioTHBiLiD^ or Both-bared. Talked to at both ears by 

different perfons at the fame time, confounded, confuied, 

Irtjh pbra/e. 
Both ERA IIS. A convivial fociety. 

BOTTLB-HEADBD. Void of wit. 

Bottom. A polite term for the pofteriors. Alfo> in the 
fporting fenfe, ftreogth and fpirits to fupport fatigue ; as, a 
bottomed horfe. Among bruifers it is ufed to exprefs a 
thardy fellow who will bear a good beating. The bottom 
of a woman's tu quoque ; the crown of her head. 

Bottomless Pit. The monofyllable. 

Boughs. He is up in the boughs; he is in a paffion* 

To Bounce. To brag or hedtor ; alfo to tell an improbable 
ftory. 

Bouncer. A large man or woman ; alfo a great lye. 

Bouncing Cheat. A bottle; from the exploiion in draw* 
ing the cprfc. Cant* 

Boung. a purfe. Cant. 

Bou KG Nipper. A cut purfe. Cant^ — Formerly purfes were 
worn at the girdle^ from whence they were cut. 

Boose, or Bouse. Drink. 

BoosEY. Drunk. 

Bowsing Ken. An alehoufe or ginfhop. 

Bowsprit. The nofe, from its being the mofl projeding 
part of the human face, as the bowfprit is of a fhip. 

Bow-wow. The childifh name for a dog; alfo a jeering ap- 
pellation for a man born at Bofton in America. 

Bow-wow Mutton. Dog's fiefli. 

Bow-wow Shop. A falefman's fhop in Monmouth flreet; 
fo called becaufc the fervant barks, and the mailer bites. 
See Barker. 

BowYER. One that draws a long bow, a dealer in the 
marvellous, a teller of improbable flories, a liar : per* 
haps from the wonderful ihots frequently boafled of by 
archers. 

To Box THE Compass. To fay or repeat the mariner's 
compafs, not only backwards or forwards, but alfo to be 

able 
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&ble to anfwer any and all queflions reipedling its divifions* 
Sea term. 

ToBoX THE J5SUIT, AND GET CoCK ROACHES. A feS 

term'for maflurbatioil ; a crime^ it is faid, much pradifeil 

by the reverend fathers of that fociety. 

Brace. The brace tavern; a room in the S..E. corner t>f 

the King's Bench, where, for the convenience of prifoners 

refiding thereabouts, beer purchafed at the tap houfe was 

retailed at a halfpenny per pot advance. It was kept by 

two brothers of the name of Partridge, and thence called 

the Brace. 
Bracket- FACED. Ugly, hard-featured. 

Bragg ET. Mead and ale fweetencd with honey. 

Braugadocio. a vain-glorious fellow, a boaftcr. 

Brains. If you had as much brains as guts, what a clever 
fellow you would be ! a faying to a ftupid fat fellow. 

Bran- FACED. Freckled. He was chriflened by a baker, 
he carries the bran in his face. 

Brandy-faced. Red-faced, as if from drinking brandy. 

Brat. A child or infant. 

Bray. A vicar of Bray; one who frequently changes his 
principles, always fiding with the flrongeft party : an 
allufion to a vicar of Bray, in Berkfhire, commemo- 
rated in a well-known ballad for the pliability of his con- 
fcience. 

Brazen- PACED. Bold-faced, ihamelefs, impudent. 

Bread and Butter Fashion. One flice upon the other. 
John and his maid were caught lying bread and butter 
fafliion.— To quarrel with one's bread and butter ; to adt 
contrary to one's intereft. To know on which fide one's 
bread is buttered ; to know one's interefl, or what is beft 
for one. It is no bread and butter of mine ; I have no bu-* 
finefs with it. 

Bread and Butter Warehouse. Ranelagh. 

Break-teeth Words. Hard words, difficult to pro- 
nounce. 

Breaking Shins. Borrowing money ; perhaps from the 
figurative operation being, like the real one, extremely dif- 
agrecable to the patient. 

D BiiEA0. 
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J^READ. Employment. Out of bread; out of enlploy« 

ment. In bad bread ; in a difagreeable fcrape^ or iitaai-i' 

tion. 
Bread Basket. The Homach ; a term ufcd by boxers. I 

took him a punch in his bread bafket ; i. e. I gave him a 

blow in the flomach. 
Breast Fleet. He or flie belongs to the bread fleet ; 

i. e. is a Roman catholic ; an appellation derived from 

their cuftom of beating their breads in the confeflion of 

their fins. 
Breeches. To wear the breeches; a woman who governs 

her huiband is faid to wear the breeches. 
Breeches Bible. An edition of the Bible printed in I59S# 

wherein it is faid that Adam and Eve fewed fig leaves to-* 

gether, and made th'emfelves breeches. 
Breeze. To kick up a breeze; to breed a diflurbance* 
Bridge. To make a bridge of any one's nofe ; to pufh 

the bottle pad him, fo as to deprive him of his turn of 

filling his glafs ; to pafs one over. 
Brim. (Abbreviation of Brimdone.) An abandoned woman ; 

perhaps originally only a paflionate or irafcible woman^ 

compared to brimdone for its indammability. 
Brisket Beater. A Roman catholic. See Briast 

Fleet, and Craw Thumper. 
Bristol Milk. A Spanifli wine called fherry, much drank 

at that place, particularly in the morning. 
Broganeer. One who has a drong Iridi pronunciation 

or accent. 
Brogue. A particular kind of flioe without a heel, worn 

in Ireland, and figuratively ufed to fignify the IriHi ac^ 

•cent. 

f Blade. A foldier. 

Buskin. A player. 

Bung. A brewer. 

^ 1 Coif. A ferjeant at law. 

Brother of thb-^ ^ .*' . 

Gusset. A pimp. 

Quill. An author. / 

String. A fiddler. 

Whip. A coRcbman^ 

Sro« 
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BftOTusR StARLijJc. One who lies with the fame wo- 
man, that is, builds in the fame nefl. 
BRouGifTONiAK. A boxer; a difclplc of Broughton, who 

W2S a beef eater, and once the bell boxer of his day. 
£rown Bibs. A foldier's firelock. To hug Brown 'Bcfs; 

to carry a firelock, or ferve as a private foldier. 
Br.own George. An ammunition loaf. 
Brown Madam, or Miss Brown. The monofyllabic. 
Brown Study. Said of one abfcnt, in a reverie, or 

thoughtful. 
Bruiser. A boxer, one (killed in the art of boxing; alfo 

an inferior workman arnong chafers. 
Bruming, or rather Brbwibing, the Bed. Bewraying the 
bed; from 
V; Brewes, or Browes. Oatmeal boiled in the pot with fait 
beef. 
To Brush. To run away. Let us buy a brufti and lope ; 
let us go away or off. To have a brufli with a woman ; 
to lie with her. To have a bru(h with a man ; to figh( 
with him* 
Brusher. a bumper, a full glafs. See Bumper. 
Bub. Strong beer. 
Bubber. a drinking bowl ; alfo a great drinker ; a thief 

that deals plate from public houfes. Cant, 
The Bubble. The party cheated, perhaps from his being 
like an air bubble, filled with words, which are only wind^ 
inllead of real property. 
To Bubb'le. To cheat. 

To Bar the Bubble. To except againft the general 
rule, that he who lays the odds muft always be adjudged 
the lofer : this is reflrided to betts laid for liquor. 
Bubbly Jock. A turkey cock. Scotch* 
Bubble and Squeak, ^Q^f and cabbage fried together. 
It is fo called from its bubbling up and fqueaking whilft 
over the fire. 
Bube. The venereal difcafe. 
Buck. A blind horfe ; alfo a gay debauchee. 
To run a Buck. Topollabad voteatan eledlion. Irljhtnm. 
BycK Bail. Bail given by a fharper for one of the gang. 

D ? A Buck 
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A Buck op the first Head. One who in debauchery 
AirpafTcs the reft of his companions, a blood or choice fpi- 
rit. There arc in London divers lodges or focieties of 
Bucks, formed in imitation of the Free Mafons: one was 
held at the Rofc, in Monkwell-ftreet, about the year 1750. 
The prefidcnt is ftyled the Grand Buck.— A buck fome- 
times figniHes a cuckold. 

BucKBEN. A bully. Irijh. 

Bucket. To kick the bucket ; to die. 

BuckFitch. a Icachcrous old fellow. 

Buck's Face. A cuckold. 

Buckinger's Boot. The monofyllable. Matthew Buc- 
kinger was born without hands and legs ; notwithftanding 
which he drew coats of arms very neatly, and could write 
the Lord's Prayer within the compafs of a fhilling : he was 
married to a tall handfomc woman, and travcrfed the coun- 
try, (hewing him fclf for money. 

Budge, or Sneaking Budge. One that flips into houfes 
in the dark, to (leal cloaks or other clothes. Alfo lambs 
fur formerly ufcd for dodors robes, whence they were called 
budge doftors. Standing budge; a thief's fcout or fpy. 

To Budge. To move, or quit one's ftation. Don't budge 
from hence ; i. c. don't move from hence, ftay here. 

Budget. A wallet. To open the budget; a term ufed to 
iignify the notification of the taxes required by the mini- 
ilcr for the cxpenccs of the enfuing year ; as. Tomorrow 
the miniftcr will go to the Houfe, and open the budget. 

Bufe. a dog. Bufe's nob ; a dog's head. Cant, 

BuFE Nabrer. a dog ftealer. Cant. 

Buff. All in bufl'; fiript to the fkin, ftark naked. 

Buff. To iland buff; to (land the brunt. 

Buffer. One that fteals and kills horfes and dogs fur their 
fiiins ; alfo an inn-keeper : in Ireland it fignifics a boxer. 

UuFFLi--iiK AiiFD. Confufcd, ftupid. 

Bug. a nick nr.me given by the Irifli to Englifhmcn; bugs? 

having;, as it is faid, been introduced into Ireland by the 

English. 

To Bug. A cant word among journeymen hatters, fignify- 

ing the exchanging fome of the dcareft materials of which 

a hat is mado for others of lefs value. Hats are compofcd 
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of the furs and wools of diyerfe animals^ among which is a 
fmall portion of bcvers fur. /Bugging, is ftealing the be- 
Tcr, and fubftituting in lieu thereof an equal weight of^ 
fome cheaper ingredient.— Bailiffs who take money to 
poftpone or refrain the fcrving of a writ, are faid to bug 
the writ. 

Bug-hunter. An upholfterer. 

Bugaboo. A fcarc-babe, or bully-beggar. 

BuGAROCH. Comely, handfome. Irip* 

Buggy. A onc-horfe chaife. 

Bug HER. A little yelping dog. 

Bulk- AND File. Two pickpockets; the bulk jollies the 

party to be robbed, and the file does the bufinefs. 

Bulker. One who lodges all night on a bulk or projcdlioa 
before old-fafliioncd fhop windows. 

Bull. An Exchange Alley term for one who buys flock on 
fpeculation for time, i. e. agrees with the feller, called a 
Bear, to take a certain fum of Hock at a future day, at a 
ilated price : if at that day flock .fetches more than the 
price agreed on, he receives the difference ; if it falls or 
is cheaper, he either pays it, or becomes a lame duck, and 
waddles out of the Alley, See Lame Duck and Bear. 

Bull. A blunder; from one Obadiah Bull, a blundering 
lawyer of London, who lived in the reign of Henry VI J, : 
by a bull^ is now always meant a blunder made by an 
Iriiliman. A bull was alfb the name of falfe hair for- 
merly much worn by women. To look Ijke bull beef, or 
as bluff as bull beef; to look fierce or furly. Town bull^ 
a great whoremafter. 

Bull Beggar, or Bully Beggar. An imaginary being 
with which children are threatened by fervants and nurfes, 
like raw head and bloody bones. 

Bull Calf. A great hulkey or cl um fy fellow. See 

HULKEY. 

Bull Chin. A fat chubby child. 

Bull Dogs. Piftols. 

Bull's Eye. A crown piece. 

Bull's Feather. A horn : he wears the bull's feather; 

he is a cuckold. 

fo BULLOCK. To heflor, bounce, or bully. 

Bully. 
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Bully, A cowardly fellow, who gives hlmfclf airs of great 
bravery, A bully huff cap ; a heftor. Sec Hector. 

Bully Back. A bully to a bawdy houfe ; one who is kept 
in pay, to oblige the frequenters of the hoiifc to fubmit to 
the impoiitions of the mother abbefs, or bawtl ; and who 
alfo fometimes pretends to be the hufband of one of the 
ladies, and under that pretence extorts money from green- 
horns, or ignorant youn?;; men, whom he finds with her. 

Sec G KEEN HORN. 

Bully Cock. One who fomerito quarrels in order to rob 
the perfons quarrelling. 

Bully Ruffians. Highwaymen who attack paffengers 
with oaths and imprecations. 

Bully Trap. A brave man with a mild or effeminate ap- 
pearance, by whom bullies arc frequently taken in. 

Bum. The breech, or backiide. 

Bum Bailiff. A ilicriff's oficer, who r.rrcils debtors; fo 
called perhaps from following his prey, and being at their 
bums, or, as the vuJ^ar phrafc is, hard at their a-fes. 
Black Itoue fays, it is a corruption of bound bailiff, fronv 
their being obliged to give bond for their guod behaviour. 

Bum Brusher. A fchool mailer. 

Bum Boat. A boat attending fhips to retail greens, drams^ 
&c. commonly rowed by a woman ^ a kind of floating 
chandler's Ihop. 

Bum Fodder. Soft paper for the neceffary houfe or tor- 

■ checul. 

BuMFiDDLE. The backfrde, the breech. See Ars Musi- 

CA. 

Bumbo. Brandy, water, andfugar; alfo the negro name 
for the private parts of a woman. 

Bum KIN. A raw country fellow. 

Bummed. ArreHed. 

Bumper. A full glafs ; in all likelihood from its convexity 
or bump at the top: fome derive it from a full glafs for-* 
mcrly drank to the health of the pope — au hon pere. 

Bumping. A ceremony performed on boys perambulating 
the bounds of the parilh on WhitmonJay ; when they have 
their pofteriors bumped againft the Hones marking the 
boundaries, in order to fi}^ them in their memory. 

Bun-. 
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BtjN. A cortimon name for a rabbit, alfo for the moftofylla- 
ble. To touch bun for luck ; a pradice obferved among 
failors going on a cruife. 

Bundling. A man and woman fleeping in the fame bed, 
he with his fmall clothes, and flic with her petticoats on ; 
an expedient pradlifcd in America on a fcarcity of beds, 
where, on fuch an occalion, hufbands and parents frequent- 
ly permitted travellers to bundle with their* wives and 

daughters. 

Bung upwards. Said of a perfon lying on his face. 

Bung your Eve. Drink a dram ; ftriflly fpeaking, to 
drink till one's eye is bunged up orclofcd. 

Bunt. An apron. 

To Bunt. To run againft, or jolllc. 

Bunter. a low dirty proflitute, half whore and half 
beggar. 

BuNTLiN gs. Petticoats. Ctint. 

Burn Crust. A jocular name for a baker. 

Burn the Ken. Strollers living in an alehoufe without 
paying their quarters, are faid to burn the ken. Cauf. 

Burning the Parade. Warning more men for a guard 
than were neceiTary, and excufmg the fupernumeraiies for 
money. This was a pradice formerly winked at in moft 
garrifons, and was a very confidcrable perquilite to th^ 
adjutants and ferjeant majors ; the pretence for it was, to 
purchafe coal aud candle for the guards whence it was 
called burning the parade. 

'Burning Shame. A lighted candle (luck into the parts of 
a woman, certainly not intended by nature for a candle- 
ftick. 

Burner. He is no burner of navigable rivers ; i. e. he is no 
conjurer, or man of extraordinary abilities ; or rather^ he i^ 
but a fim pie fellow. See Thames. 

Burnt. Poxcd or clapped. He was fentout a facrificc, and 
came home a burnt offering ; a faying of feamen who have 
caught the venereal difeafe abroad. He has burnt his fin- 
gers ; he has fuiFered by meddling. 

m 

Burr. A hanger on, or dependant; an allufion to the field 
burrs, which are not eaiily got rid of. Alfo the Northum- 
brian pronunciation : the people of that country, but chief- 

If 
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ly about Newcaftle and Morpeth, are faid to have a burr ia 

their throats, particularly cailcd the Newcaflle burr. 
Bushel Bubby. A full-breafted woman. 
Busk. A piece of whalebone or ivory, formerly worn by 

women, to ilifFen the fore part of their flays : Iicncc the 

toafi: — Both ends of the bufk. 

Buss Beggar. Anold fupcrannuated fumblcr, whom none 
but beggars will fuiFcr to kifs them. 

Bus-NAPPER. A conftablc. Cant. 

Bus-kapper's Kenchin- A watchman. Cant. 

Busy. As bufy as the devil in a high wind ; as bufy as a 
hen with one chick. 

Butcher. A jocular exclamation ufed at fca, orbyfoldiers 
on a march, when one of iheir comrades falls down ; and 
means — Butcher ! butcher ! where are you ? here is a calf 
that has the daggers, and wants bleeding. 

Butcher's Dog. To be like a butcher's dog, i. e. lie by 
the beef without touching it ; a iimilc often applicable to 
married men. 

Butcher's Meat, Meat taken up on truft, which con- 
tinues the butcher's till paid for. 

Butcher's Horse. That muft have been a butcher's 
horfe, by his carrying a calf fo well ; a vulgar joke on an 
aukward rider. 

Butt. A dependant, poor relation, or fimpleton, on whom 
all kinds of practical jokes are played off; and who ferves 
as a butt for all the fhafts of wit and ridicule. 

Butter. A butter ; in inch of butter, that commodity be- 
ing fold at Cambridge by the yard, in rolls of about an 
inch diameter. The word is ufed plurally, as — S^nd me 
a roll and two butters. 

Butter Box. A Dutchman, from the great quantity of 
butter eaten by the people of that country. 

To Butter a Bet. To double or treble it. 

Buttered Bun. One lying with a woman that has juft 
lain with another man, is faid to have a buttered bun. 

Butter Teeth. Large broad fore teeth. 

Butter and Eggs Trot. A kind of Hiort jogg trot, 
fu?h as is ufed by women going to market, vv'ith butter 

and 
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tnd eggs.— She looks as if butter would not melt in her 
mouth, yet I warrant you cheefe would not choak lier ; 

a faying of a demure-looking woman , of fu^eded cha- 

radler. Don't make butter dear ; a gird at the patient 

angler. 
Buttock. A whore. Cant. 

Buttock Broker. A bawd, or match maker. Cant. 
Buttock Ball. The amorous congrefs. Cant. 
Buttock AND File. A common whore and a pickpocket; 

Cant, 
Buttock and Twang, or A Down Buttock and 

Sham File. A common whore, but no pickpocket. 
Button. A bad (hilling, among coiners. His a-fe makeF 

buttons; he is ready to bewray himfelf through fear. 

Cant. 
BuzMAK. A pickpocket. Cant. 
Buzz A. To buzza one, is to challenge him to pour out all 

the wine in the bottle into his glafs, undertaking to drink 

it, ihould it prove more than the glafs will hold ; it is 

commonly faid to one who heiitates to empty a bottle that 

is nearly out. Some derive it from bouze all, i. e. drinlf: 

itaU. 
Buzzard. A fimple fellow. A blind buzzard ; a purblind 

man or woman. 
Bye Blow. A baflard. 



c 



c. 



CAB 



'ABALLARIANS. The very honourable order of 
CaballaMans was held at the Magpye Tavern, without 
Bifhopigate. 
Cabbage. Cloth^ ftuff, or filk purloined by taylors from 

K tibeir 
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their employers, whkh they d'cpaCit iit a pface catfedl 
MI, or their eye: from the firft, Meh tated witk their 
knavery, they eqaivocally (Wear, that if they have Msta 
any, they wi(h they rfiay find it in Ml; dt, alluding to the 
fecond proteft, that what they have over and above it lioc 
more than they could put in thfeir ejie. — When the fcrotuikl 
is relaxed or whiffled, it is faid they will not cabbage. 

CACAFKUca. A fh-te fire, a furidiiS braggadocio Or billy 
huff. 

Cackle. To blab, or difcover fecrets. The cull is leaky^ 
and cackles ; the rogue tells all. Cant. — Sec LEiCKY. 

CacklersKen. Ahenrooil. Ca»t. 

Cackling Cheats^: Fowls. Cani, 

Cackling Farts. Eggs. C^nt, 

Caff AN. Cheefe. Can4. 

Cagg. To cagg; a militiary term ufed by the private fot- 
dierS| iignifying a folemn vow or refolutlon not to get 
drunk for a certain time; or^ as the term is, till their cagg 
is out ; which vow is commonly obferved with the ftri6le^ 
exaftnefs. Ex. I have cagg'd myfelf for fix months. Ex- 
cufe me this time, and I will cagg myfelf for a year. This 
term is alfo ufed in the fame fenfe among the cothinoa 
people of Scotland, wherQ.it is performed with diver/e ce- 
remonies. 

Cagg Maggs. Old Lincolnfhire gecfe,. wklch having been 
plucked ten or twelve years, are fent up to London to feali; 
the cockneys. 

C A K e , or C A,K E Y . A fooHfh fellow. 

Ca-lf-skin Fiddle. A drum. — ^To fmack calf *s fkin ;^ ta 
kifs the book in taking an oath. It is held by the St. Giles's 
cafuifts, that by kiffing one's thumb inilead of fmacking 
calf's fkid, the guilt of taking a fahe oath is avoided. 

Calves. His calves are gone to grafs; a faying of a maa 
with' flender legs without calves. Veal will be cheap^ 
calves fall ; faid of a man whofe calves fall away. 

Calves HBA.D Club. A club inftituted by the Incfepeib- 
dents and Preibyterians, to commemorate the decapitatioa 
of King Charles I. Their chief fare was calves heads ; and, 
tbey diank their wine aad ak^^otU of calves feulls. 

Calibogvs» 



CAN 

CfLipoGUS. Rt^m anc^ fpryce bcjcr, an American beve- 
rage- 
Calle. a cloak or gown. Cant. 

Cambridge Fortvne. A win4 niill and a water mill; 
uQ;.d to fignify a .WQin^^n witboat any but perfonal endow- 
ments* 

Cambridge Oak. A willow. 

C^MERADB. A chamber fellow : a Spaniih military term. 
Soldiers weris in that country divided into chambers, five 
^en making a chaipber, whence it was generally ufed to 
fignify comjpanion. 

Camesa. a /bir^ OJ* ^i^t. Cant, Sfanijh. 

Qaiap Candlestick. A bottle, or foldiier's bayonet. 

Campbell's Academv. The hulks or lighters, on bo. rd 
of which felons are condemned to hard labour. Mr. Camn- 
bell was the firfl director of them. See Academy aid 
Floating Academy. 

Canary Bxri^* A jail bird, a perfon ufed to be kept in a 
cage ; alfb, in the canting fenfe, guineas. 

Candlesticks. Bad, fmall, or untunable bells. Hark! 
^ow the candlefticks rattle. 

Candy. Drunk. Irifi* 

Cane. To lay Cane upon Abel; to beat any one with a 
cane or flick. 

Cank. Dumb. 

Canniken, a fmall can ; alfo, in the cantin? fenfe, the 
plague. 

Cant. An hypocrite, a double-tongued pallavering fellow. 

See Pallaver. 
.Cant. To cant ; to tofs or throw : as. Cant a Aug into your 
bread room ; drink a dram. Sea <wif. 

Canticle. A parifh clerk. 

Canting. Preaching with a whining, aifedted tone, per- 
haps a corruption of chaunting ; fome derive it from 
Andrew Cant, a famous Scotch preacher, who ufed that 
whining manner of expreflion. Alfo a kind of gibberifh 
ufed by thieves and gypfics, called likewise pedlars 
French, theilang, &c. ^c. 
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CantbrSj or The Canting Chew. Thieves, beggars^ 
and gypfies, or any others uiiog the canting lingo. See 
Lingo. 

Canterbury Story. A long roundabout tale. 

To Cap. To take one's oath. I will cap downright ^~ I 
will fwear home. Cant. 

To Cap. To take ofFone's hat'or cap. To cap the quadrangle i 
' a leiTon of vhumility> or rather fervility, taught undergra- 
duates at the univeriity, where they are obliged to crois 
the area of the college cap in hand, in reverence to the 
Fellows who fometimes walk there. The fame ceremony 
IS obferved on coming on the quarter deck of fliips of war* 
although no ofEcer ihould be on it. 

Cap Acquaintance. Perfons (lightly acquainted, or only 
fo far as mutually to falute with the hat on meeting. A 
woman who endeavours to attract the notice of any parti* 
cular man, is faid to fet her cap at him. 
Caper Merchant. A dancing mailer, or hop merchant) 
marchand des caprioUes. French term, — To cut capers ; tQ 
leap or jump in dancigg. See Hop Merchant. 
Capping Verses. Repeating Latin verfes in turn, be- 
ginning with the letter with which the lail fpeaker lef( 

off. 

Capon. A caftrated cock, alfo an eunuch. 

Capricornified. Cuckolded, hornified. 

Capsize. To overturn or reverfe. He took his brpth till 
he capfizcd ; he drank till he fell out of his chair, Se^ 
term. 

Captain. Led captain; an humble dependant in a great 
family, who for a precarious fubfiftence, and diflant hopes 
of preferment, fuffers every kind of indignity, and is the 
butt of every fpecies of joke or ill humour. The fmatl 
provinon made for officers of the army and navy in time 
of peace, obliges many in both fervices to occupy this 
wretched Nation. The idea of the appellation is taken 
from a led horfe, many of which for magnificence appear 
in the retinues of great perfonages on folcmn occafions, 
fuch as proceffions, ^c. 

Th5 
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Ths Captaik is come^ or at homv. The catamenia are 

come down. 
Captain Copperthorne's CrbW. All officers; a fay- 
ing of a company where every one ftrives to rule. 
Captain Hackum. A bluftering bully. 
Captain Lieutenant. Meat between veal and beef» 
the flefh of an old calf ; a military £mile, drawn from the - 
officer of that denomination, who has only the pay of a 
lieutenant, with the rank of captain; and fo is not entirely 
~ one or the other, but between both^ 

Captain PoDD. A celebrated mafter of a puppet-(hew» in 
Ben Jonfon's time, whofe name became a common one to 
fignify any of that fraternity. 
Captain Qubbrnabs. A fhabby iil-dreiTed fellpw. 
Captain Sharp.' A cheating bully, or one in a fet of 
gamblers, whofe office it is to bully any pigeon, who, fuf- 
peding roguery, refufes to pay what he has loft. Cantm 
Captain To if. The leader of a mob ; alfo the mob itfdf. 
Caravan. A large fum of money ; alfo, a perfon cheated 
. of fuch fum. Cant* 

Carbuncle Face* A red face, full of pimples. 
Cardinal. A cloak in fafhion about the year 1760. The 

cardinal is come ; fee The Captain, &c. 
To Carouse. To drink freely or deep: from the German 

word expreffing all out. 
Carriers. A fet of rogues who are employed to look out 
- and watch npon the roads, at inns, &c. in order to car- 
ry information, to their refpedive gangs, of a booty in 
profpedt. 
Carrier Pigbons. Sharpers who attend the drawing of 
the Ipttery in Guildhall, and, as foon as a number or two 
are drawn, write them on a card, and run with them to a 
confederate, who is waiting near at hand, ready mounted :' 
with thefe numbers he rides full fpeed to fome diilant in« 
furance office, before -iixed on, where there is another of the 
gang, commonly a decent looking woman, who takes care 
to be at the office before the hour of drawing: to her he fe* 
f^etly gives (l^e nu^iber, which ihe infures for a confidera- 
^}e fum \ thus biting the biter« 

Carrion 
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Carhiom Hunter. An undertaker; called alfo a cold 
cook^ and death hunter. See Cold Cook and Diatb 

HUWTIR. 

Carrots. Rpd hair. 

CARROTTr-PATED. Ginger- hacklcd, )red-)>aired. See 
Ginger- HACKLED. 

Carry WitcHet* A ibrt of conundrum, pqzzlewit^ or 
riddle. 

Cart. To pi9t the cart before the horfe;to mention the 
lafl part of a dory firil. To be flogged at the cart's a-(e or 
tj^l ; peribns guilty of petty larceny are frequently fentenccd 
to be dtd to the tail of a cart, and whipped by the common 
executioner^ for a certain diftance : the degreie of feverity 
in the executioa 26 left to the difcretion of the execiitu>ner» 
who, it is faid, has cats of nine tails of all prices. 

Carting. The puniihment formerly inflided on bawds, 
who were placed in a tumbrel or cart, and led through a 
town, that their perfons might be known. 

Carvel's Ring. The private parts of a woman. Hatu 
Carvel, a jealous old dodor, being in bed with his wife, 
dreamed that the Devil gave him a ring, which, fo long as 
he had ^t on his finger, would prevent liis being made m, 
cuckold : waking, he found 'he had got his £nger ffnc Lord 
knows where. 

To Cascade. To vomit. 

Case. A houfe ; perhaps from the Italian ca/a. In the 
canting lingo it meant ftore or ware houfe, as well as dwel- 
ling houfe. Tout that tafe; mark or obferve that houfe. 
It is all bob, now let's dub the gigg of the cafe ; now the 
coail is clear, let ns break open the door of the houfe. 

A Case Vrow. A proflitute attached to a particular bawdy 
houfe. 

CA8H,or Caffan. Cheefe. Ctf«/,— See Caffan. 

Caster. A cloak. Cant. 

Casting uf one's Accounts. 'Vomiting. 

Cat. a common proftitute. An old cat; a crofs old wo» 
man. 

To Cat, or Shoot thr Cat. To vomit from drunk* 

« 
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Cat A^b Bagpipbam SoctfeTT. A foclety which met at- 
their office iA the gfeiit ^eftern road : in their fummons, 
publifhed id the dail3r papets^ it was added^ that the 
kittens might cbxne with the old tats without being 
fcratched. 

Cat Call. A kiVid of whittle, chiefly ufM at the«tm» 
to interrupt thf^ atftors, and daitth a tiew piece. It dbHVea 
its name from one of its fbunds^ which greatljr rdemble» 
the roodblati6ns of ah intrignin^ boar car* 

Cat-hArpiKo FaSHiOK. iDrinkitig crofe ways. And not, 
as ufual , over the left thumb. Sea term. 

Cat in Pan. To turn c&t in pah, t6 change fide^ or par- 
ties $ fiippofed originally to have been to turn cate or cake 
in pan. 

Cat'i FbdT. To live under the cat's foot ; to be under 
the dominion of a wife, hen-pecked. To live like dog and 
cat ; fpoken of married perfons who live unhappily toge- 
ther. As many lives ais a cat ; cats, according^ to vulgar na- 
tur^ifts, have nine lives^ that is, dne lefs than a woman* 
No more (hare than a cat in hell without clkws ; (kid of 
one who enters into a difpnte or quarrel with one i^i^tly 
aboVe his stlatch. 

Cat LAi>. Tea, called alio feahdal broth. See ScAHdal 
Broth. 

Cat Match. Wheti a rook or cully is engaged ahibngft 
bad bowlers. 

Cat of ninb Tail^. A fcdurge tdmpofed of nine ftribgs 
of whipcord, each Itring having nine nots. 

Cat's Paw. To be made a cat's paw of ; to be made a tool 
or inili^ument to accomplilh the purpofe of another : an 
allufion to the Ilory of a ihonkey, who itiade Ufe of a cat*s 
paw to fcratch a roafted chefthut out of the fire. 

Cat's Sleep. Counterfeit fleep : cats often counterfeit, 
ing fleep, to decOy their prey near theni, and then fud- 
denly fpring 6n theih. 

Cat Sticks. Thin legs, tompared to fticks with which 
boys play at cat. See TrapstiIcks. 

Cat whipping, or Whip^ikg the Cat. A tritfc oftem 
praOifed on ignorant coiinffy feltdws, vain t^ th^ir 

ftrtngth. 
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flrength> by laying a wager with them that they may 
be pulled through a pond by a cat. The bet being made, 
a rope is fixed round the waifl of the party to be catt^^ 
and the end thrown acrofs- the pond, to which the cat is 
alfo fattened by a packthread,* and three or four fturdy 
fellows are appointed to lead and whip the cat : thefe, on a 
£gnal given, feize the end of the cord, and pretending to 
whip the cat, haul the adoniihed booby through the 
water. — To whip the cat, is alfo a term among taylors 
for working jobs at private houfcs, as pradifed in the 
country. 
Catamaran. An old fcraggy woman ; from a kind of float 
made of fpars and yards lafhed together, for faving (hip- 
wrecked perfons. 
Catch Club. A member of the catch club ; a bum 

baiUff. 
Catch Fart. A foot boy; fo called from fuch fervants 

commonly following clofe behind their mailer or miflrefs. 
Catch Penny. Any temporary contrivance toraife a con- 
tribution on the public. 
Catch Pole. A bum bailiff, or (herifi^s officer. 
Catching Harvest. A dangerous time for a robbery, 
when many perfons are on the road, on account of a horfe 
race, fair, or fome other public meeting. 
Cater Cousins. Good friends. He and I are not cater 
coufins, i. e. we arc not even coufins in the fourth degree, 
or four times removed; that is, we have not the leafl friend- 
ly connedion. 
Caterpillar. A nick name for a foldier. In the year 
1745, a foldier quartered at a houfe near Derby, was de- 
fired by his landlord to call upon him, whenever he came 
that way; for, added he, foldiers arc the pillars of the na« 
tion. The rebellion being finifhed, it happened the fame 
regiment was quartered in Derbyfhire, when the foldier re- 
folved to accept of his landlord's invitation, and according- 
ly obtained leav^ to go to him : but, on his arrival, he was 
greatly furprifed to find a very cold reception ; whereupon 
expoftulating with liis landlord, he reminded him of his in- 
YitdtioD^ and the circumilance of his having faid, foldiers 

were 
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were the pillars of the nation. If 1 did, anfwered theho(l> 
I meant caUrpillsLTS* 

Caterwauling. Going out in the night in fearch of 
intriguesy like a cat in the gutters. 
' Cathedral. Old-fafhioned« An old caihedral bedileftd» 
chair, &c. 

Cattle. Sad cattle; whores or gypfies. Black cattle { 
lice. Cattt. 

Cayaulting School. A bawdy houfe. 

Caitdge-pawed. Left-handed. 

Cauliflower. A large white wig, fuch as is commonly 
worn by the dignified clergy, and was formerly by phyll* 
cians. Alfo the private parts of a woman ; the reafon for 
which appellation is given in the following ftory : A woman » 
who was giving evidence in a caufe wherein it was necef- 
fa/jf to exprefs thofe .parts, made ufe of the term cauli- 
flower ; for which the judge on the bench, a peeviih old 
fellow, reproved her, faying fhe mighc as well call it arti- 
choke. Not fo, my lord, r.eplied fhe ; for an artichoke hat 
a bottom, but a **** and a cauliflower have none^ 

Cautions. The four cautions : — I. Beware of a wo- 
man before.*— II. Beware of a horfe behind. *III. Be-* 
ware of a cart fide ways.— IV. Beware of a prleU every 
way. 

Caw-handed, or caw-pawed. Aukward, not dexterous, i 
ready, or himble. 

Caxon. An old weather beaten wig. 

Celtiberians. a fociety of the brethren of this mod an- 
cient and honourable brotherhood was held at the Swan 
and Rummer, Fleet-ftreet. 

Cemt per Cent. An ufurer. 

Chafed. Well beaten; fromchauJ7, warmed* 

Chalkers. Men of wit, in Ireland, who in the night 
amufe themfelves with cutting inofFenfive pafiengers acrofs 
the face with a knife. They are fomewhat like thofe face* 
dous gentlemen feme time ago known in England by th9 
title of Sweaters and Mohocks. 

Chalking. The amufement above dcfcribed. 

Chap. A fellow. An odd chap ; aflrange fellow. 

F Chap- 
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Chaperon. The cicifbeo^ or gentleman ufker, to a lady; 
from the French. 

Chapt. Dry or thirfty. 

Charactered, or Lettered. Burnt in the band. They 
have palmed the character upon him ; they have burned 
him in the hand. Cant, — See Lettered: 

Charm. A picklock. Cant» 

C^HARRBN. The Anoke of Charren — his eyes water from 
the fmoke of Charren ; a man of that place coming out of 
his houfe weepings becauCe his wife had beat him, told hk 
neighbours the fmoke had made his eyes water. 

Chatter Box. Onewhofc tongue runs twelve fcore to the 
do7;en, a chattering man or woman. 

Chatter Broth. Tea. SeeCATLAPand Scandal Broth. 

Chatts. Lice : perhaps an abbreviation of chattels, lice 
being the chief live flock or chattels of beggars, gypfies, 
and the reft of the canting crew. Cant, — Alfo, iccord« 
ing to the canting academy, the gallows. 

C hates. The gallows. Cant. 

Chauntbr Culls. Grub-ftreet writers, who compofe 
fongs, carrols, &c. for ballad fingers. Cant, 

Chbapside. He came at it by way of Cheapfide ; he gave 
little or nothing for it, he bought it cheap. 

Cheats. Sham flee ves to put over a dirty fhirt or fhifc. 
S,e.e Shams. 

Cheek BY Jowl. Side by fide, hapd to fift. 

Cheeks. A(k cheeks near cunnyborough ; the repartee of a 
St. Giles's fair one, who bids you alk her backfide, angiic} 
her a-fe. A like anfwer is current in France : any one 
aiking the road or diftance to Macon, a city near Lyons^ 
would be anfwered by a French lady of eafy virtue, * Met- 

• tez votre nez dans mon cul, & vous ferrez dans les Faux- 

* bourgs.' 

Cheese Toaster. A fword. 

Chelsea. A village near London, famous for the myhary 
hofpital. To get Chelfea ; to obtain the benefit of that 
hofpital. Dead Chelfea, by G-d! an exclamation utter- 
ed by a grenadier at Fohteuoy, on having his leg carried 

away by a cannon ball* 
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CfiERRT-coLOVRED Cat. A black cat^ there being black 

cherries as well as red. 
Cherubims. Pecvifh children, becaufe cherubims and fera- 

phims continaally do cry. 
Cheshire Cat. He grins like a Che(hire cat ; faidof anf 

one who (hews his teeth and gams in laughing. 
Chick-a-biddt, a chicken, fo called to and by little 

children. 
Chicksk-brbasted. Said of a woman with fcarce any 

breads,' 
Chickeh Butcher. A poulterer. 
Chicken-hammed. Perlfons whofe legs and thighs are bent 

or arched outwards. 
Chicken-hearted. Fearful, cowardly. 
Chicken Nabob. One returned from the Eaft Indies with 

bat a flioderate fortune of fifty or fixty thoofand pounds, 

a diminutive nabob : a term borrowed from the chicken 

turtle. 
Child. To eat a child ; to partake of a treat given to 

the pariik officers, in part of commutation for a baftard 

child : the common price was formerly ten pounds and 

agreafychin. See Greasy Chin. 
Chimney Chops. An abufivc appellation for a negro. 
Chink. Money. 
Chip. A child. A chip of the old block; a child who 

either in perfon or fentime-nis refembles its father or 

mother. 
Chips. A nick name for a carpenter. 
Chirping merry. Exhilarated with liquor. Chi/ping 

glafs ; a cheerful glafs, that makes the company chirp like 

birds in fpring. 
Chit. An infant or baby. 
Chitterlins. The bowels. There is a rumpus among my 

chitterlins ; i. c. I have the cholick, 
Chitty-faced, Baby-faced; faid of one who has a childifh 

• look. 
Chive, or Chife. A knife, file, or faw. To chive the dar- 
bies ; to file off the irons or fetters. To chive the boungs 
of the frows ; to cut olF women's poclfcts. 
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CfiirEY. I gave him a good chivey ; I gave him a hearty 

fcoiding. 
Chiving Lay. Cutting the braces of coaches behind, of^ 
which the coachman quieting the box, an accomplice robs 
.the boot ; alfo, formerly, cutting the back of the coach to 
deal the fine large wigs thea worn. 
Choak. Choak away, tlic* church yard's near ; a jocular (aying 
to a' perfon taken with a violent fit of coughing, or who 
has fwallowed any thing, as it is called, the wrong way, 
Choak, chicken, more arc hatching ; a like confolation. 
Choak Pear. Figuratively, an nnanfwerable objeAion : aliba 
machine formerly ufed in Holland by robbers ; it was of iron, 
ihaped like a pear ; thi> they forced into themouths of perfons 
from whom they intended to extort money ; and, on turn- 
ing a key, certain interior fprings thru it forth a number of 
points, in all dirediions, which fo enlarged it, that it could 
not be taken out of the mouth; and the iron, being cafe- 
hardened, could not be £.cd : the only methods of getting 
^rid of ii, were either by cutting the mouth, or advertiiinga 
reward for the key. Thefe pears were alfo called pears 
of agony. 
Chocolate. To give chocolate withput fugar ; to reprove*' 

Military term. 
Choicb Spirit, A thoughtlefs, laughing, finging, drunken 

feliou'. 
Chop. A blow. Boxing term. 

To Chop and Change. To exchange backwards and for- 
wards. To chop, in the canting fenfe, means making dif- 
patch, or hurrying over any bufinefs : ex. The autem bamjler 
will foon cjuit the humsy for he chops up the luhiners ; the 
parfon v/ill foon quit the puipit, for he hurfies over the 
prayers. See Autbm Bawler, Hums, and Whiners, 
Chop Chvrohes. Simoniacal dealers in livings, or other 

ecclefiuftical preferments. 
Chopping. Lufty. A chopping boy or girl; ^ lufly, 

child. 
Chops. The mouth. I gave him a wherrit or » fonfo 
*'acrofs the chops ; I gave him a blow over the mouth. See 

Wkerrit, 
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Cho 9 E N Pfi L L s. Highwaymen who rob in pairs, in the (Ireett 
and fqaares of London : to prevent being followed by the 
found of their horfes ihoes on the flones, they £boe them 
with leather. 

Chouder, a fea difh, compofed of frefh fifh, fait pork, 
herbB, and fea bifcuits, laid in different layers, and ftewed 
together. 

To Chouse. To cheat or trick: he choofed me out of 
it. Choufe is alfo the term for a game like chuck far« 
thing, 

Christ-cross Row. The alphabet in a horn book: called 
Chrilb-crofs Row, from havings as an Irifiiman ob(ervcd, 
Ch rift's crofs prefixed before and after the twenty-four 
letters. 

Christeninc. Erafing the name of the true maker from 
a ftolen watch> and engraving a fiditioos one in itf 
place. 

Christian PoNEY. A chairman. 

Christmass Compliments. A cough^ kibed heeli, and 
a fnotty nofe. 

Chub. He is a yoang chnb, or a mere chub ; i. e. a ibolifii 
fellow, eafily impofed on : an allulion to a filh of that same, 
cafily taken. 

Chubby. Round-faced, plump. 

Chuck. My chuck ; a term of endearment. 

Chuck Farthing. A pari fh clerk. 

Chuckle. HEADED. Stupid, thick-headed* 

Chuffy. Round-faced, chubby. 

Chum, A chamber fellow, particolarfy at the aniverficies 
and in priibns. 

Chummage. Money pai^ by the richer ibrt of pri (oners in * 

the Fleet and King's Bench, to the poorer, for their (hare » ' 

of a room. When prifons are very full, which is too often Ir^ 

the cafe, particularly on the eve of an infolvent a£l^, two or 

three perfons are obliged to ileep in a room. A pri(bner 

who can pay for being alone, chufes two poor chums, who 

for a ftipulated price, called chummage, give up their 

(hare of the room, and deep on the ilairs, or> aa the term 

is, rui^ it. 
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Chukk. Among printers, a joameyman wlio refufei to 
work for legal wages ; the fame as a flint among taylors. 
See F1.1NT. 

Church Warden. A SufTex name for a (hag, or coimo- 
rant, probably from its voracity. 

Church Work. Said of any work that advances flowly. 

Churchyard Cough. A cough that is likely to termi- 
nate in death. 

Churx. The udder. 

Churl. Originally, a labourer or hufbandman; figuratively, 
a rude, forly, boorifh fellow. To put a churl upon a gen- 
tleman; to drink malt liquor immediately after having 
drank wine. 

Cinder Garbler. A fervant maid, from her bufinefs of 
Hfting the aihes from the cinders. Cuftom^boufe luit. 

Circumbendibus. A round-about way, or flory. He 
took fuch a circumbendibus ; he took fuch a circuit, 

CiT. A citizen of London. 

Civility Money. A reward claimed by bailiffs, for exe* 
outing their office with civility* 

Civil Reception. A houfe of civil reception, a bawdy 
houfe, or nanny houfe. - See Nanny House. 

Clack. A tongue, chiefly applied to women; a ij^ilc 
drawn from the clack of a water mill. 

Clack-loft. A pulpit, fo called by orator Henley, 

Clammed. Starved. 

Clan. A family's tribe or brotherhood : a word much ufed 

in Scotland. Theheadof the clan; the chief : an alluflon 

^ to a ilory of a Scotchman, who, when a very large loufo 

' crept down his arm, put *him back again, faying he was 

»- the head of the clan, and that, if injured, all the reil would 

^ refentlt. 
^7^ Clank. A fllver tankard . Cant, 

Clank Nafper. A filver tankard flealer. See Rum Bub- 

BBR« 

Clanker. a great lye. 

Clap. A veneKal taint. He went out by Had'cci, and 
came round by Clapham home ; i. e. he went out a wench- 
ing, and got a clap. 

Clap 
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Clap or th^^ Shoulder. An arrell for debt ; whence a 
bom bailiff is called a fhoulder clapper. 

Clapper. The tongue of a bell« and figuratively of a maa 
or woman. 

Clapper Claw. Tp fcold, to abufe, or claw off with the 
tongue. 

Clapperdogeon. a beggar born. Cant. 

Clarbt.v French red wine ; figuratively^ blood« I tapped 
his claret; I broke his head, and made the blood run. 
Claret-faced; red-faced. 

Clawed off. Severely beaten or whipped; alfo fmartly 
poxed or clapped. 

Clear. Very drunk. The cull is clear, let's bite him; 
the fell«w is very drunk, let's cheat him. Cofit, 

Cleaver. One that will cleave ; ufed of a forward or wan* 
ton woman. . 

Clerked. Soothed, funned, impofed oi). The cull will 
not be clerked ; i. e. the fellow will not be impofed on by 
fair words. 

Cleymes. Artificial fores, made by beggars to excite 
charity. 

Click. A blow. A click in the muns ; a blow or knock ift 
the face. Cant* 

To Click. To fnatch. To click a nab; to fnatch a hat. 
Cant» 

Clicker. A falefman's fervant ; alfo, one who proportions 
out the differ-ent (hares of the booty among thieves. 

Clicket. Copulation of foxes ; and thence ufed, in a cant- 
ing fenfe, for that of men and women : as, the cull and 
the mort are at clicket in the dyke ; the man and womaa 
are copulating in the ditch. 

C l I c K M a N To ad. a watch ; alfo an appellation for a Weft- 
country man, faid to have arifen from the following (lory: 
A Wefl-country man, who had never feen a watch, found 
one on a heath near Pool, which by the motioti of the 
hand, and the noife of the wheels, he concluded to be ^ 
living creature of the toad kind ; and, from its clicking, he 
named it a clickman toad. 

CtlMB. 
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Climb. To climb tjie three trees with a ladder; to ^ 
cend the gdlows. 

Clinch. A pnn^ or quibble. To clioch, or to clinch the 
nait ; to confirm an improbable (lory by another : ai« A 
man fwore he drove a tenpenny nail through the moon ; a 
byftandcr faid it was true, for he was on the other fide 
and clinched it. 

Clink. A place in the Borough of Southwark, formerly 
privileged from arrefts; and inhabited by lawlefs vaga- 
bonds of every denomination, called, from the place of their 
refidence, clinkers. Alfo a gaol, from the clinking of the 
prifoners chains or fetters : he is gone to clink. 

Clinkers. A kind of fmall Dutch bricks; alfo irons worn 
by prifoners ; a crafty fellow. 

To Clip. To hug or embrace : to clip and cling. To clip 

^ the coin ; to diminifh the current coin. To clip the king's 
Englilh; to be unable to fpeak plain through drunken- 
nefs. 

Cloak Twitchers. Rogues who lurk about the entrances 
into dark allies, and bye lanes, to fnatch cloaks from the 
ihoalders of pa/Tengers. 

Clod Hopper. A country farmer, or ploughman. 

Clod Patb. A dull, heavy booby. 

Clod Pole. The fame. 

Close. As clofe as God's curfe to a whore's a-fe : clofe as 
fhtrtand fhitten a-fe. 

Cl as £- FISTED. Covetous or Hingy . , 

Closh. a general name given by the mobility 'to Dutch 
iearoen, being a corruption of Ciaus, the abbreviation of 
Nicholas, a name very common among the men of that 
nation. 

Cloth Market. He is juft come from the cloth mar- 
ket, i. e. from between the iheets, he is jui): rifen from 
bed. 

Clovd. Tobacco. Under a cloud; in adveriity. 

ClovsV) Cliavb, or Cleft. A term nfed for a woman 
who pa&s for a maid, but is not one. 

Cloven Foot. To fpy the cloven foot in any bufmefs ; to 
diftover fome roguery or (omething bad in it : a faying 

that 
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that alludes to a piece of vulgar fo perititidn, which iJ# 

that let the Devil transform himfelf into what fhape he will^ 

he cannot hide his cloven foot. 
To Chuck. To fliew a propcnfity for a flnan. The mort 

chucks; the wench wants to be doing« 
CtottT. A blow. I'll give you a clout on your jolly 

nob ; I'll give you a blow on the head. It alfo means 

a handkerchief. Cant. 
Clouted Shoon. Shoes tipped with iron. 
Clouting Lay. Picking pockets of handkerchiefs. 
Clover. To be, or live, in clover; to live luxuriouily* 

Clover is the moft defirable food for cattle. 
Clowes. Rogues. 

Cloy. To deal. To cloy the clout ; to (leal the handker- 
chief. To cloy the lour ; to ileal money. Cant. 
Cloyes. Thieve^i robbers, Sec. 
Cli^b. a meeting, or afTociatioit, where each man is tO 

fpend an equal and ftated fum, called his club. 
Clx/b Law. Argumentum bacculinUm, In which an oaken 

flick is a better plea than an a£l of parliament. 
Cli^mp. a lump* Clumpiih ; lampifti^ flupid« 
Clunch. An aukward clowniih fellow* 
To CLtJTGH THE FisT. To clench or (hut the hand. Glutch- 

fiiled ; covetous^ flingy. See ClosB'^pisted. 
Clutches. Hands^ grip^^ power. 
Clutter. A flir, noife, or racket: what a confounded 

ciptter here is I 
Cly. Money; alfo a pocket. He has filed the cly ; he ha^ 

picked a pocket* Cant. 
Cly the Jerk. To be whipprf. Cant. 
Clyster Pipe. A nick name for an apothecary. 
CoAOH Wheel. A half crown piece rs a iott coach wheel, 

and a crown piece a hind coach wheel ; the fore wheels of 

a coach being lefs than the hind ones. 
To Coax. To fondle, or wheedle. To coax a pair of 

flocking^ ; to pull down the part foiled into the (hoes, fo as ' 

togivc a dirty pair of flockings the appearance of clean 

OQds. Coaxing is alfo ufed, inflead of darning, tahide th'e 

bolts about the ancles. 
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Cob. a Spaniih dollar. 

Cob, or Cobbing. A p«ni(hment ufed by the fesmen for 
petty ofi'ences, or irregularities, among themfelves : it 
coniifts in baftonadoing the offender on the poileriors with 
a cobbing flick, or pipe ftaff ; the number ufually inflided 
is a dozen. At the iirft flroke the executioner repeats 
the word ^Match, on which ail perfons prefent are to take 
off" their hats, on pain of like punifliment; the lad llroke 
is always given as hard as poflible, and is called the purfe, 
Afhore, among foldiers, where this punifhment is fome- 
times adopted, <waich and the furfe are not included in 
the number, but given over and above, or, in the vulgar 
phrafe, free gratis for nothing. This piece of difcipline 
is alfo in (lifted in Ireland, by the fchool boys, on perfons 
coming into the fchool without taking off their hats ; it is 
there called fchool burter. 

Cobble. A kind of boat. 

To Cobble. To mend, or patch ; likewifs to do a thing in 
a bungling manner. 

Cobble Colter. A turkey. 

CoBLER. A mender of fhoes, an improver of the under- 
dandings of his cuilomers ; a tran^ator. 

Coble RS Punch. Treacle, vinegar, gin, and water. 

Cock, or Chief Cock, ojp the Walk. The leading man 
in any fociety or body, the bell boxer in a village or 
diftria. 

Cock Ale. A provocative drink. 

Cock Alley, or Cock Lane. The private parts of a 
woman. 

Cock and a Bull Story. A roundabout flory without 
head or tail, i. e. beginning or ending. 

Cock-a-whoop. Elevated, in high fpirits, tranfported 
with joy. 

CockBawd. a male keeper of a bawdy houfe. 

Cock Hoist. A crofs buttock. 

CocKisH. Wanton, forward. A cockifh wench ; a forward 
coming gij-I. 

Cockles. To cry cockles; to be hanged: perhaps froin 
the noife madewhilft ilrangling. Cant. — This will rejoice 

the 
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the cockles of one's heart ; a faying in praife of wine, altf, 
ior fpirituous liquor. 
Cock Pimp. The fuppofed hufband of a bawd. 
Cock Robin. A foft eafy fellow. 

Cock-sure. Certain : a metaphor borrowed from the cock 
• of a firelocl*, as being much more certain to fire than the 

match. 
Cock's Tooth. I live at the fign of the cock's tooth and 
head-ach ; an anfwer to an impertinent perfon, who aiks 
where one lives. • 

Cock you r Eye. Shut one eye : thus tranflated into apo- 
thecaries Latin — G alius tuus ego. 
Cocker. One fond of the. dive-fion of cock-fighting. 
Cockney. A nick name given to the citizens of London, 
or perfons born within the found of Bow bell, derivrd 
from the following ftory : A citizen of London being in the 
country, and hearing a horfe neigh, exclaimed. Lord'! 
■ iow that horfe laughs 1 A by-ilander telling him that 
noife was called neighing, the next ^ morning, when the 
cock crowed, the citizen, to (hew he had not forgot whit 
was told him, cried out. Do you hear how tiie cock neigby? 
The king of the Cockneys is mentioned among the- re- 
gulations for the fports and (liows formerly held in- the 
Middle Temple on Childermas Day, where he had his 
officers, a marfhall, conftable, butler, &c. See Dag- 
dale's Origines Juridiciales. p. 247, — Ray fays, the in- 
terpretation of the woid Cockney, is, a young perfoa 
coaxed or coquered, made wanton; or a nelUe cock, <leli- 
cately bred and brought up, fo as, when arrived at man's 
cftatc, to be unable to bear the lealt hardfliip. Whatever 
may be the origin of this appellation, we learn fiom the 
following verfes, attributed to Hugh Bigot, Earl of Nor- 
folk, that it was in ufe in the time of king Henry JL: 
Was I in my caf^le at Bungay, 
Faftby ihe river Waveney, 
I would not care for the king of Cockney : 

I.e. the king of London. 
Cocks HUT Time. The evening, when fowls go to rooft. 
Cod. a cod of money ; a good fum of money. 
CoDDERS, Perfons employed by the gardeners to gather j-eafe. 
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Codger. An old codger; an old fellow. 
Cod Piece. The fore flap of a man's breeches. Do they 
bite, niaftcr ? where, in the cod piece or collar ?— a jocular 
attack on a patient angler by watermen, &c. 
Cods, The fcrotuVn. Alfo a nick name for a curate : a 
rude fellow meeting a curate, miflook him for tKe redlor, 
and accofted him with the vulgar appellation of 6ol — ks 
the rettor. No, Sir, anfwered he; only Cods the curate, 
at your fervice. 
Cod's Head. A ft upid fellow. 
Cods Heads. A fociety who met in London* 
Coffee House, A neceffary houfc. To make a coiFee- 
houfe of a woman's •***; to go in and out and fpend no* 
thing. 
Cog* The money, or whatfoever the fweeteners drop to 

draw in a bubble. 
To Cog, To cheat with dice ; alfo to cpax or wheedle. 
To cog a die; to conceal or fecure a die. To cog a din* 
' ner ; to wheedle one out of a dinner, 
CocvE. A dram of any fpirituoas liquor. 
CoKBR. A lye. 
CpKEs. The fool in the play or Bartholomew fair : per^. 

haps a contraction of the word (o^comh, 
CoLCiTNNON, Potatoes and cabbage pounded together in a 

mortar, and then flewed with butter ; an Irifh di(h. 
CoT^D. You will catch cold at that ; a vulgar threat or 
advice to deiift from an attempt. He caught cold by lying 
in bed barefoot ; a faying of any one extremely tender or 
careful of himfclf. 
Cold Burning. A puni/hment inflifled by private foldiers 
on their comrades for trifling offences, or breach of their 
. piefs laws ; it is adminiflered in the following manner ; 
The prifoner is fet again ft the wall, with the arm which is 
to be burned tied as high above his head as poflible. The 
executioner then afcends a ftool, and having a bottle of 
cold water, pours it flowly down the ileeve of the delin- 
queiit, patting, him, and leading the water gently dpwn his 
})ody> till it runs out at his breeches knees : this is repeated 
to the other arm> if he is fentenced to be bnmed in both. 

CotD 
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Cold Cook. An undertaker of fanemls, or carrion ban- 
ter. See Carrion Hunter. 
Co|.D Iron. A fword, or any other weapon for cutting or 
ilabbing. I gave him two inches of cold iron into his 
beef. 
Cold Mrat. A dead wife is the beft cold meat in a man*8 

hoafe; 
Cold Pip, To give cold pig, is a punifhment inHided on 
fiuggards who lie too long in bed : it confifls in pulling off 
all the bed clothes from them, and expofing them naked to 
the cold. 
Cold Pudding. This is faid to fettle one's love. 
CoLB; Money. Pod the cole ; pay down the money. 
CoLiANDER or CoRiANDER Seeds. Money. 
Collar Day. Execution day. 
College. Newgate, or any other prifon, Nevir College ; 

the Royal Exchange. 
CoLLEGiATES. . Prifoncrs of the one, and fhopkeepers of 

the other of thofe places. 
Collector. A highwayman. 
To Collogue. ; To wheedle or coax. 
Cook Ruffian, who roafted the devil la his feathers. A 

bad cook. 
Cqo'l Crap I. A fliroud. 
CooL]ER. A woman. 
Cool Lady, A female follower of the camp who fells 

brandy. 
Cool Nants. Brandy, 
Cool Tankard, Wine and water, with lemon^ fugar« and 

burrage. 

Colquarron. a man's neck. His colquarron is jufi 

about to be twilled ; he is juft going to be hanged. Cant* 

Colt, One who lets horfes to highwaymen ; alfo % boy 

newly initiated into roguery ; a grand or petty juryman 

on his firft aflize, Caut* 

CoLTAOE- A fine or beverage paid by colts on their firH 

entering into their offices. 
Colt Bowl. Laid fhort of the jack by a colt bowler ; i. e. 

a perfon raw or unexperienced in the art of bowling. 

Colt's 
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Colt's Tooth. An old fellow who marries, or keeps a 

young girl, is faid to liave a\co!t's tooth in his head. 
Colt Veal. Coarte red veal, more like the flefh of a colt 

than that of a calf. . 
CoLUMBRARiANs, The brethren of this honourable fociety 
a/Tembled, A. D« i743> at the Bull-Inn, in Bifhopfgate- 
llreet. 
Comb. To comb one's head ; to clapperclaw, or fcold 
any one ; a woman who led^ures her hufband, is faid to 
comb his head. She combed his head with a joint (lool ; 
(he threw a flool at him. 
Comb. To come; to lend. Has he come it? has he 
lenp it ? To come over any one ; to cheat or over-reach 
him. Coming wench ; a forward wench, alfo a breeding 
woman. 
CoMSNG ! so 1$. ClHRisTMAs* Said of a perfon who has 

long been called, and at length anfwers, Comiing ! 
.Comfortable I»^port.anx:e. A wife. 
Commission. A (hirt. Cant, 
Commode. A woman's head drefs. 

CoMMODiiy. A woman's commodity ; the private parts 
of a moded w.oman^ and the- pablic parts of a prodi- 
tute. 
Commons. The houfe of commons'; fhe neceffary houfe. 
Company. To fee company ; to enter into a courfe of prof- 
■ - titacjon. 
Compliments. See Christmas. 
Comus's Court. A- focial meeting formerly held at the 

. Half Moon tavern, Cheapfidc. 
Con F EOT. Counterfeited, 

Cong^^r. To conger.; the agreement of a fet or knot of 
• bookfclkrs of London, that whofoeyer of them (hall buy 
a good copy, the reft fhall take off fuch a particular num- 
ber, in quires, at a flated price ; alfo bookfcllers joining to 
buy either a confiderable or dangerous copy. 
Congo. Will you lap your, congo with me ? will you drink 
tea with me ? , 
' CoNNY Wabble. Eggs and brandy beat up together. 

Conscience 
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CoNsciBNOB Keeper."^ A fupcrior, who by bis influenc« 

makes his dependents a6l as he pleafes. 
Content. The cull's content; the man is pad complaining; 

a faying of a perfon murdered for refilling the robbers. 

Cant, 
Content, A thick liquor, in imitation of chocolate, made 

of milk and gingerbread. 
Contra Dance. A dance where the dancers of the diffe- 
rent fexes fland oppofite each oiher, indead of fide by fide 

as in the minuet, regadoon, louvre, &c. and now corruptly 

called a country dafice. . 
Conundrums. Enigmatical conceits. 
Convenient. A miftrefs. Cant, 
Cony, or Tom Cony. A filly fellow. 
Cooped up. Imprifoned, confined like a fowl in a coop. 
Coquet- A jilt. 
Corinth. A bawdy houfe. Ciant, 
Corinthians. Frequenters of brothels. Alfo an impudent, 

brazen-faced feJlow, perhaps from the Corinthian brafs. 
Cork-bra; NED. Light-headed, fooli/h. 
.Corned. Drunk. 
Cornelian Tub. The fweating tub, formerly ufed for 

the cure of the venereal difeafe. 
Cornish Hug. A particular lock in wreflling, peculiar 

to the people of that country. 
Corny-faced. A very red pimpled face. 
Corporal. To mount a corporal and four ; to be guilty 

of onanifm : the thumb is the corporal, the four fingers 

the privates. 
Corporation. A large belly. He has a glorious copora- 

tion ; he has a very prominent belly. 
Corporation. The magiflrates, &c. of a corporate town^ 

Corpus fine ratione. Freeman of a corporation's work ; 

neither llrong nor handfome. 
Cosset. A foundling. Coflet colt or lamb ; a colt or 

lamb brought up by hand. 
CosTARQ. The head. I'll fmite your cofiard ; I'll give 

you a knock on tKe head. 
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CosTARt) Monger. A dealer in fruit, particularly ap-* 
pies. 

Cot, or Quot. A man who meddles with women's houfe* 
hold bufinefs, particularly in the kitchen. The puniih-^ 
ment commonly inflifted on a qnot, is pinning a greafy 
difhclout to the fkirts of his coat. 

CoTTtREL. Sir James Cotter, or Cotterel's fallad j hemp* 

Sir James Cotterel was condemned for a rape. Irtjh, 
CoTswouLD Lion. A fheep. Cotfwould in Gloucefter- 
fiiire is- famous for its breed of fheep. 

Cove. A man, a fellow, a rogue. T^he cove was bit ; the 
rogue was outwitted. The cove has bit the cole \ the rogue 
has got the money. Cant. 

CovENT, or Convent Garden, vulgarly called Common 
Garden. Anciently, the garden belonging to a difToIved 
monaftery ; now famous for being the chief market in 
London for fruit, flowers, and herbs* The two theatres 
are fituated near it. In its environs are mahy brothels ; 
and, noc long ago, the lodgings of the fecond order of 
ladies of eafy virtue were either there, or in the purlieus 
of Drury Lane. 

CovENT Garden Abbess. A bawd. 

CovENT Garden Ague. The venereal difeafe* He broke 
his fhins againd Coven t Garden rails ; he caught the vene-^ 
real diforder. 

CovENT Garden Nun. A proflitute. 

Coventry. To fend one to Coventry ; a punifhment in-- 
Bidled by officers of the army on fuch of their brethren 
as are tefly or have been guilty of improper behaviour, 
not worthy the cognizance of a court martial., 't'he per- 
fon fent to Coventry is confidered as abfent > no one mufl 
ipeak to or anfwer any queftion he afks, except rela-« 
tive to duty, under penalty of being alfo fent to the fame 
place. On a proper fubmiffion, the penitent is recalled^ 
and welcomed by the mefs, as juH returned from a jouxney 
to Coventry. ,-^' ^ ; 

CbvEf. A colledlion of whores* What a fine^cy here is, 
'•^■^ if the Devil would but throw his net ! 

To 
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To Couch a Hogshead. To lie down to fleep. Cant. 
Counterfeit Crank. A general cheat, afTuming all fortf 

of charaflers ; one counterfeiting the falling fickncfs/ 
C-ouNTRY Harrt. A waggoner. Cant^ 
Country Put. An ignorant country fellow^ 
Court Card. A gay fluttering coxcomb^ 
Court Holy Water. J Fair fpeech^^^nd promifes, with** 

Court Promises. x ciuj,,pcf!ormance. 

Court or Assistants. A court. often applied ta by young 

women who marry old men. 
CoitRT OF NuL Tiel Record. a fociety held, A/D. 

17J6, at the One Tun, in the Strand. 
Cow. To fleep like a cow, i. e. with a •••• at one's a-fe ; 

faid of a married man ; married men being fuppofed to 

fleep with their backs towards their wives, according to the 

following proclamation. : 

Ml you that in your beds do lie, 
Turn to your ivi'ues, and occupy ; 
And ^ujhen that you ha'ue done your. heft'f 
Turn a-fe to a-fe, and take your reft, 
Cows'sBaby. a calf. 
Cow's CouRANT. Gallop and fli — e. 
Cow-handed. Aukward. 
Cow-hearted. Fearful. 
Cow Itch. The prod uft of a fort of bean, which excites 

an infufl^erable itching, ufed chiefly for playing tricks. 
Cow's Spouse. A bull. 

Cow's Thumb. Done to a cow's thumb ; done exadlly. 
Coxcomb. Anciently, a fool. Fools, in great families, wore a 

cap with bells, on the top of which was a piece of red cloth, 

in the fliape of a cock's comb. At prefent, coxcomb fig- 

nifies a fop, or vain felf- conceited fellow. 
Crab. To catch a crab ; to fall backwards by mifling one's 

flroke in rowing. 
Crab Lanthorn. A peevifli fellow. 
Crab Louse. A fpecies of loufe peculiar to the humaa 

body ; the male is denominated a cock, the female a hen. 
Crab Shilli. Shoes. Irift^* 
(Crabs. A loflng throw to the main at hazard* 
Crabbed. Sour^ ill-tempered, difficuU* 

H Crack* 
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Crack. A whore. 

\To Crack. To boafl or brag; alfo to break. I cracked 
^ his napper ; I broke his head. 

The Crack, or All the Crack. The fafhionable theme, 
^ the go. The Crack Lay, of late is ufed, in the cant lan- 
guage, to fignify the art and myftery of houfe-breaking. 
Cracker. CruO, Tea bifcuic, or amniunicion loaf; alfo the 

backfide. Farting crackers; breeches. 
Crackish. Whorifli. 
Crackmans* Hedges. The. cull thought to have loped 

by breaking through the crackmans, but we fetched him 

back by a nope on the coilard, which ^pped his jaw ; 

the man thought 'to have efcaped by breaking through the 

hedge, but we brought him back by a great blow on the 

head, which laid him fpeechlefs. 
Crag. The neck. 

Cramp Rings, Bolts, (hackles, or fetters. Cant. 
Cramp Words. Sentence of death pafTed on a criminal by 

a judge. He has juft undergone the cramp word; fentence 

has juft been pafTed on him. Cajit^ 
Crank. Gin and water; alfo, brifk, pert. 
Crank. The falling ficknefs. Cant, 
Crap, or Crop. Money. 
Crapped. Hanged. Cant, 

To Crash. To kill. Craih that cull ; kill that fellow. Cant. 
Crashing Cheats. Teeth. 
Craw Thumpers. Roman catholics; fo called from their 

beating their breafts in the confeffion of their fins. See 

Brisket Beater, and Breast Fleet. 
Criam-pot Love. Such as young fellows pretend to dairy 

diaids, to get cream and other good things from them. 
To C REE MB. To flip or flide any thing into the hands of 

another. Cant, ' 
Creepers. Gentlemen*s companions, lice. , 
Crew. A knot or gang; alio, a boat or Ihip's company. The 

canting crew are thus divided into twenty-three orders, 

which fee under the di^rent words : 

MEN. 

I Rubers 3 Hookers or Anglers 

« Upright Men 4 Rogues 

* S Wild 
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5 Wild Rogues lo Frefh Water Mariners, 

6 Priggers of Prancers or Whip Jackets 

7 Palliardes 1 1 Drummerers 

8 Praters 12 Drunken Tinkers 

9 Jarkmen, or Patri- 13 Swadders^ or Pedlars 
coes 14 Abrams 

WOMEN. 

1 Demanders for Glim- 5 Walking Morts 

mer or Fire 6 Doxies 

2 Bawdy Balkets 7 Delles 

3 Morts 8 Kindling Morts 
4. Autem Morts 9 Kinching Coes. 

To Crib. To purloin, o^ appropriate to one's own ufe, part 
of any thing ifttxuHed to one's care. 

To FIGHT A Crib. To make a iham fight. Bear Gar^ 
den term, 

Cribb AGE-FACED. Marked with the fmall pox, the pits 
bearing a kind of refemblance to the holes in a cribbage 
board. 

Cribjbeys, or Cribsy Islands. Blind allies, courts, or 
bye ways ; perhaps from the houfes built there being 
cribbed out of the common way or paflage ; and idands^ 
from the fimilari;y of found to the Caribbee Iflands. 

Crim. CoK. Money, Damages direded by a jury to be paid 
by a convidied adulterer to the injured hufband, for crimi- 
nal converfation with his wife. 

Crimp. A broker or fader, as a coal crimp, who difpofes 
of the cargoes of the Newcaftle coal (liips ^ alfo perfons 
employed to trapan or kidnap recruits for the Eafl Indian 
and African companies. To crimp, or play crimp ; to 
play foul or booty ; alfo a cruel manner of cutting up fi(h 
alive, pradlifed by the London filh mongers, in order to 
make it eat firm ; cod, and other crimped filh, being a fa- 
vourite diih among voluptuaries and epicures. 

Crinkum Crankum. A woman's commodity. See 

Sfictator. 
Crinkums. The foul or venereal difeafe. 

C&iFPLE. Six pence, that piece being commonly much 

bent and diflorted. 

H z Crispin, 
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Crispin. A fhoemaker : from aromance, wherein a prince 
of that name is faid to have exercifed the art and my- 
fiery of a fhoemaker, thence called the gentle craft: or 
rather from the faints Crifpinas and Crifpianns, who, ac- 
cording to the legend, were brethren born at Rome, from 
whence they travelled to SoifTons in France, about the 
year 303, to propagate the Chriflian religion ; but, becaufe 
they would not be chargeable to others for their mainte- 
nance, they exercifed the trade of fhoemakers : the go- 
vernor of the town difcovering them to be Chriftians, or- 
dered them to be beheaded, about the year 303 ; from 
which time they have been the tutelar faints of the fhoe- 
makers. 

Cm spin's Holiday. Every Monday throughout the year, 
but mofl particularly the 25th of Oftober, being the an, 
nlverfary of Crifpinus and Crifpianus. 

Crispin's Lance. An awl. 

Croaker. One who is always foretelling fome accident or 
misfortune : an allufion to the croaking of a raven, fup- 
pofed ominous. 

Croakumshire. Northumberland, from the particular 
croaking in the pronunciation of the people of that 
county, efpecially about Newcaftle and Morpeth, where 
they are faid to be born with a burr in their throats, which 
prevents their pronouncing the letter r. 

Crockers. Foreflallers, called alfo Kidders and Tranters, 

Crocodile's Tears. The tears of a hypocrite. Croco- 
diles are fabuloufly reported to fhed tears over their prey 
before they devour it. 

Crocus, or Crocus Metallorum. A nick name for a 
furgeon of the army and navy. 

Croker. a groat, or four pence. 

Crone. An old ewe whofe teeth are worn out : figurative- 
ly, a toothlefs old beldam. 

Crony. An intimate companion, acamerade; alfo, a con- 
federate in a robbery. 

Crook Back. Six-pence : for the reafon of this namo» 
fee Cripple. 

Cj^ook your EiBoy/j To crook one's elbowj and wiih it 

may 
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may never come ftraight, if the fa£l then affirmed is not 
true — according to the cafaifts of Bow Street and St. 
Giles's, adds great weight and efficacy to an oath, 

Ckook Shanks. A nick name for a man with bandy legs. 
He buys his boots in Crooked Lane, and his ftockings in 
Bandy-legged Walk ; his legs grew in the night, therefore : • * 
could not fee to grow ftraight : jeering fayings of men 
with crooked legs. 

Crop. . A nick name for a prefbytcrian : from their cropping • 

their hair, which they trimmed clofe to a bowl dilh, placed 
as a guide on their heads ; whence they were likewife called 
roundheads. • See Roundheads. 

Crop. Money. See Crap. Cant, 

Crop the Conjuror. Jeering appellation of one with' 
fhort hair. 

Cropping Drums. Drummers of the foot guards, or • 

Chelfeahofpital, who find out weddings, and beat a point 
of war to ferenade the new-married couple, and thereby 
obtain money. 

Croppen. The tail. The croppen of the rotan ; the tail 
of the cart. Croppen ken ; the necelTary houfe. Cant. 

Cropsick. Sicknefs in the ftomach, ariiing from drunken- 
nefs. 

Cross. To come home by weeping crofs; to repent at the 
conclufion. 

Cross Bite. One who combines with a (harper to draw in 
a friend ; alfo, to counterafl or difappoint. Cant. 

Cross Buttock. A particular lock or fall in the B rough- ' 
tonian art, which, as Mr. Fielding obferves, conveyed more ' ' 
pleafant fenfations to the fpedlators than the patient. 

Cross Patch. A peevilh boy or girl. 

To Crow. To brag, boaft, or triumph. To crow over any 
one ; to keep him in fubjedion : an image drawn from a' 
cock, who crows over a vanquifhed enemy. To pluck a 
crow ; to reprove any one for a fault committed, to fettle 
a difpute. To ftrut like a crow in a gutter ; to walk 
proudly, or with an air of confequence. 

Crowd. A fiddle: probably from crootb, the Welch name 
for that inftrument* ^• 

CROwoB«e« 
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. Crowdero. a £dler. 
C&owDY. Oatmeal and water, or milk : a mefs much eaten 

in the north. 
Crow F^iit. A vifitation of the clergy. See Review of 
THE Black Cuirassers. 

Crown Office. The head. 

Cruiser's. Beggars^ or highway fpies, who traverfe the 
road, to give intelli^rence of a booty ; alfo, rogues ready to 
fnap up any booty that may offer, like privateers or pirates 
on a cruife. 

Crummy. Fat, Hefhy. A $ne crummy dame; a fat woman. 
He has picked up his crumbs finely of late i he has grown 
very fat, or rich, of late. 

Crump. One who helps folicitors to affidavit men, or falfe 
witnefrcs.— ' I wifh you had, Mrs. Crump;' aGIoucefler- 
ihire faying, in anfwer to a wifli for any thing ; implying, 
you muft not expedl any affiflance from the fpeaker. It 
is faid to have originated from the following incident : 
One Mrs. Crump, the wife of a fubflantial farmer, dining 
with the old Lady Coventry, who was extremely deaf, 
faid to one of the footmen, waiting at table, * I wiih I had 
' a draught of fmall beer,' her modeily not permitting her 
to defire fo fine a gentleman to bring it : the fellow, con- 
fcious that his miflrefs could not hear either the requeH 
or anfwer, replied, without moving, ' I wifh you had, Mrs. 
* Crump.' Thefe wiihes being again repeated by both par- 
ties, Mrs. Crump got up from the table to fetch it herfelf ; 
and being afked by my Lady where ihe was going, related 

, what had pafled. The flory being told abroad, the expref- 
fion became proverbial. 

Crump-backed. Hump-backed. 

Crusty Beau. One that ufes paint and cofmetics, to ob-* 

- tain a fine complexion. 

Crusty Fellow. A furly fellow. 

Cub. An unlickedcub; an unformed, ill-educated young 
man, a young nobleman or gentleman on his travels : an 
allofion to the flory of the bear, faid to bring its cub into 
form by licking. Alfo, a new gameller. 

CucRO^^D. The hufband of an incontinent wife : cuckolds, 

however. 
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however, are ChriAians, as we learn by the following ftory : 
. y^n old woman hearing a man call his dog Cuckold, re- 
proved him fharply, faying, 'Sirrah, are not you aihamed 
• to call a dog by a chrillian's name ?' To cuckold the par- 
fon ; to bed with one's wife before (he has been churched. 

Cucumbers. Taylors, whoarejocularlyfaid to fubfift, dur- 
ing the fummer, chiefly on cucumbqrs. 

Cuff. An old cuff; an old man. To cuff Jonas ; faid of 

, one who is knock-kneed, or who beats his fides to keep 
himfelf warm in frofty weather ; called alfo Beating the 
Booby. , 

CuFFiN, A man. 

Cull. A man, honeft or otherwife. A bob cull; a good- 
natured, quiet fellow. Cant, 

CuLLABiLiTY. A difpofition liable to be cheated, an ua- 
fufpefling nature, open to impoiition. 

CuLLY. A fop or fool ; alfo, a dupe to women : from the 
Italian word ccglione, a blockhead.' 

CuLP. A kick or blow : from the words mea culpa, being 
that part of the popifh liturgy at which the people beat 
their breails ; or« as the vulgar term is, thump their craws. 

CuNDUM. The dried gut of a fheep, worn by men in the 
a£t of coition, to prevent venereal infedion ; faid to have 
been invented by one colonel Cundum. Thefe machines 
were long prepared 'and fold by a matron of the name of 
Philips, at the GrecQ Caniiler, in Half-moon flreet, in the 
Strand. That good lady having acquired a fortune, re- 
tired from bufinefs ; but learning that the town was noc 
well ferved by her fucceffors, (he, out of a patriotic zeal 
for the public welfare, returned to her occupation; of 
which fhe gave notice by diverfe hand bills, in circular' 
tion in the year 1776, Alfo a falfe fcabbard over afword, 
and the oil-fkin cafe for holding the colours of a regiment. 

CuxN'ninOham. a punning appellation for a iimple fel** 
low. 

Cunning Man. A cheat, who pretends by his fkill ia 
aftrology to affift perfons in recovering dolen goods ; and 
alfo to tell them their ibrtunes, and when, howoften^ anct 
to whom they fhall be married ; likewife anfwers all lawful 

queftionsj 
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qaeflionS) both by Tea and land. This profeflion is fre^ 
quently occupied by ladies. 

CuN.NiNQ Shaver. A fharp fellow, one that trims clofe, 
i. e. cheats ingenioufly. 

CuNNY-THUMBE». To doublc onc's fift with the thumb 
inwards, like a woman. 

C**T. The komt; of the Greek, and the cunnus of the La- 
tin didlionaries ; a nafly name for a nady thing : un con, 
MiegCf 

Cup op the CaEAXVRE. A cap of good liquor. 

Cup-sHOT. Drunk. 

Cupboard Love. Pretended love to the cook, or any 
other perfon, for the fake of a meal. My guts cry cup- 
board; 1. e. I am hungry. 

Cupio, Blind Cupid. A jeering name for an ugly blind 
man : Cupid, the god of love, being frequently painted 
blind. 

Cur. a cut or curtailed dog. According to the foreft 
laws, a man who had no right to the privilege of the 
chace, was obliged to cut or law his dog : among other 
modes of difabling him from difturbiMg the game, one 
was by depriving him pf his tail : a dog fo cut was called 
a cut or curtailed dog, and by contraflion a cur. A cur 
is figuratively ufed to iignify a furly fellow. 

Curbing Law. Theadtof hooking goods out of windows: 
the curber is the thief, the curb the hook. Cant. 

Curb A->se. A dyachilon plaifter, applied to the parts gall- 
ed by riding. 

Cur jew. The vulgar feamen's pronunciation of the Cou- 
ragieux (hip of war. ^ 

Curls. Clippings of money, which curls up in the opera- 
tion. Cant, 
Curmudgeon. A covetous old fellow, derived, according 

to fome, from the French term cceur mechant, 
Curry. To curry favour ; to obtain the favour of a perfon 
by coaxing, or fcrvility. To curry any one's hide; to beat 
him. 

Curse OF Scotland. The nine of diamonds: diamonds, 

it is faidj imply royalty, being ornaments to the imperial 

crown ; 
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Cfown ; and every ninth king of Scotland has be^n ob-> 
ferved, for many ages, to be a tyrant and acurfe to that 
country. Others fay it is from its fimilarity to the arms of 
Argyle ; the Duke of Argyle having been very inftrumen- 
tal in bringing about the union, which, by fome Scotch 
patriots, has been confidered as detrimental to their coun- 

CuRsiTORs. Broken petty fogging attornies, or Newgate 

folicitors. Cant, 
Curtails. Thieves who cut off pieces of ftulF hanging out 
of fhop windows, the tails of women's gowns, &c. ; alfo 
thieves wearing (hort jackets. 
Curtain Lecture. A woman who fcolds her hufband 

when in bed, is faid to read him a curtain lefluxe. 
CuRTEZAN. A prolUtute. 

Cushion. He has deferved the cufliion ; a faying of one 
whofe wife is brought to bed of a boy : implying, that hav- 
ing done his bufinefs effedually, he may now indulge or 
repofe himfclf. 
Cushion Thumper, or Duster. A parfon ; many of 
whom, in the fury of their eloquence, heartily belabour 
their cafhions. 
Custard Cap. The cap worn by the fword-bearer of the 

City of London, made hollow at the top like a cuflard. 
Custom-house Goods. The flock in trade of a proflitutei 

becaufe fairly entered. 
Cut. Drank. A little cut over the head ; flightly intoxi- 
cated. To cut ; to leave a perfon or company. To cut up 
well ; to die rich. 
To Cut bene. To fpeak gently. To cut bene whiddes ; 
to-^ve good words. To cut queer whiddes ; to give foul 
language. To cut a bo(h, or a flafh ; to xhake a figure. 
Cant* 
To Cutty- eye. To look out of the corners of one's ty^s^ 
to leer, to look aftance. The cull cutty-eyed at us; ths 
fellow looked fofpiciqus at us. 



D. 



D 



D. 



DAM 



A B* An adept ; a dab at any feat or exercife. Dab, 

quoth DawkinSj, when he hit his wife on the a-fe with a 

pound of butter. 
Dace. Two pence. Tip me a dace; lend me two pence. 

Cant, 
Daddles. Hands. Tip us your daddle ; give me your 

hand. Cant^ 
Daddy. Father. Old daddy; a familiar addrefs to an old 

man. To beat daddy mammy $ the firil rudiments of drum 

beating, being the elements of the roll. 
Daggers. They are at daggers drawing ; i. e. at enmity^ 

ready to fight. 
Dairy. A woman's breads, particularly one that gives 

fuck. She fported her dairy ; (he pulled out her bread. 
Daisy Cutter. A jockey term for a horfe that does not 

lift up his legs fufiiciently, or goes too near the grooa(JU 
. and is therefore apt to flumble. 
Daisy Kickers. Hodlers at great inns. 
Dalmahoy. a Dalmahoy wig ; a particular kind of bufhy 

bob wig, firft worn by a chymiil of that name, and after- 
wards adopted by tradefmen, apothecaries, &c. 
Dam. a fmall Indian coin, mentioned in the Gentoo code 

of laws: hence etymologies may, if they pleafe, derive 

the common expt-eflion, I do not care • dam, i. e. Xdo nop 

care half a farthing for it. 
Damber. a rafcal. SeeDiMBSR. 
Damme Boy. A roaring, mad, bluflering felIow> a fcoorei; 

of the ftreets, or kicker up of a breeze. 
Damned Soul. A clerk in a counting-houfe, whofe folc 

bufinefs it is to clear or fwear oS merchandize at the cuf- 
»■ tom-houfe ; and who, ic_ is faid, guards againfl the 

crime of perjury, by taking a previous oath« never to fwear 

truly on thofe occafions. 

Daicpsr* 
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J^AM^ER. A luncheon, or fnap before dinner: fo called 
from its damping, or allaying, the appetite ; eating and 
drinking being, as the proverb wifely obferves, apt to take 
away the appetite. 

Dancb&s. Stairs. 

Dandy. That's the dandy; i. e. the ton, the clever thing : 
an expTcffioB of fimilar import to ** That's the barber," 
See Barber. 

Dandy G&ET Russet. A' dirty brown. His coat's dandy 
grey ruflet, the colour of the Devil's nutting bag. 

Dandy P&at. An infignificant or trifling fellow. 

To Dangle. To follow a woman without aiking the 
qaeftion. Alfo, to be hanged : I ihall fee you dangle in 
the (heriff's piflure frame ; I ihall fee you hanging on the 
gallows. 

Dangler. One who follows women in general^ without 
any particular attachment. 

Dapper. Fellow* A fmart, well-made, little man. 

Darbies. Fetters. Cant, 

Darby. Ready money. Cant. 

Dark Cully. A married man that keeps amiftrefs, whom 
he vifits only at night, for fear of difcovery . 

Darkmans. The night. Cant. 

Darkmans Budge. One that ilides into a houfe in the 
dark of the evening, and hides himfelf, in ordci- to let 
fome of the gang in at night to rob it. 

Da9.t. a flraight-armed blow in boxing. 

Dash. A tavern drawer. To cut a dafli ; to make a figure. 

David Jones. The devil, the fpirit of the fea : called 
Neken in the lyorth countries, fuch as Norway, Denmark^ 
and Sweden. 

David Jones's Locker. The fea. 

David's Sow. As drunk as David's fow; a common fay- 
ing, which took its rife from the following circumftance : 
One David Lloyd, a Welchman, who kept an alehoufe at 
Hereford, had a living fow with fix legs, which was 
greatly reforted to by the curious : he had alfo a wife much 
addidled to drunkennefs, for which he ufed fometimes to 
give her due corredlion. One day David's wife having * 
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taken a ccp too muchp and being fearful of the confe- 
qucncesy tarned out the fow^ and lay down to fleep her- 
felf fober in the fiye. A company coming in to ice the 
fow, David ufhered them is to the fh-e, exclaiming. There 
is a fo.v for you ! did any of you ever fee fuch amother f 
all the while fuppciing the fow had really been there ; .to 
which fome of the company, feeing the fiate the woman 
was in, replied, it was the drnnkeneft fow they had ever 
beheld : whence the woman was ever after called David'a 
Sow. 
Daw. rU take my dary of it; mlgtr abbreviation of 

a£u£vit. 
To Dawb. To bribe. The cull was fcragged becanie he 
could not dawb ; the rogue was hanged becanfe he could 
not bribe. AH bcdawbcd with lace ; all over lace. 
Day Lights. Eyes. To darken his day Hghts, or few 

up his fees ; to clofe up a man^s ejes in boxing. 
DEAoCAaGO, A term nfed by thieves, when they are dif« 

appointed in the value of their booty. 
Dead Horse. To work for the dead horfc ; to work for 

wages already paid. 
Dead-louse. Vulgar pronunciation of the Dcdalas ihip 

of war. 
Dead Men. A cant word among journeymen bakers, for 
loaves falfeiy charged to their ciafler's coftomers ; alfb 
empty bottles. 
Deadly NEVERcaEEN, that bears fruit all the year round. 
The gallows J or three-legged mare. Sec Three-legged 
Mare. 
Dear Joys. Iriftimcn: from their frequently snaking afe 

of that exprcffion. 
Death Kunter. An undertaker, one who furniihes the 
neccfTnry articles for funerals. See Carrion Hunger. 
Death's Head upon a Mop-stick. A poor, miferablcj 
emaciated fellow ; one quite an otomy. See Otomt.— * 
Ke looked as pleafant as the pains of death. 
Dicus. A croWn piece. 
Deep-one. A thorough-paced rogue, a fly defigning fel- 

'Icw : in oppofition to a ihallow or foolilh onCi 
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Deft Fellow. A neat little man. 

DfiGBN, or Dagen.' a fword. Nim the tjegen ; ileal the 
fword. Dagen is Dutch for a fword. Canf. 

Dells. Young buxom wenches, ripe and prone to venery» 
but who have not loft their virginity, which the upright 
mdn claims by virtue of his prerogative ; after which they 
become Utt. for any of the fraternity. Alfo a common 
ftrumpet. Cant^ 

Demure. As demure as an old whore at a chriften- 
ing. 

DsMy-REp« Abbreviation of demy-repatation ; a woman 
of doubtful charader. 

Derick. The name of the finifber of the law, or hangman, 
about the year 1608. — ' For he rides his circuit with the 
' Devil, and Derrick mult be his hoft, and Tiburne the 
' inne at which he will lighte.* Vide Bellman of London, 
in art. Prigging Law.— >'At the gallows, where I leave 
* them, as to the hayen at which they maft all caft anchor, 
' if Derrick's cables do but hold.' Ibid. 

Devil. A printer's errand boy. Alfo a fmall thread in ithe 
king's ropes and cables, whereby they may be diflinguifh- 
ed from all others. The Devil himfelf ; a fmall flreak of 
blue thread in the king's fails. The Devil may dance in 
his pocket; i. e. he has no money : the crofs on our ancient 
coins being jocularly fuppofed to prevent him from vi£ting 
that place, for fear, as it is faid, of breaking his (bins 
againft it. To hold a candle to the De.vil ; to be civil to 
any one out of fear : in alluiion to the ilory of the old wo- 
man, who fet a wax taper before the image of St. Mi« 
chael, and another before the Devil, whom that faint is* 
commonly reprefented as trampling under hi^ feet : being 
reproved for paying fuch honour to Satan, fhe an fwered, 
as it was uncertain which place &e fliould go to, heaven or 
hell, (hechofe to fecure a friend in both places. That will 
be when the Devil is blind, and he has not got fore eyes 
yet; faid of any thing unlikely to happen. It rains whilft 
the fun fhines, the Devil is beating his wife with a ihoul- 
Her of mutton : this phenomenon is alfo faid to denote that 
cuckolds are going to heaven ; on being informed of this, 
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a loving wife cried out with great vehemence, ' Run, huf- 

* band, run I* 

^he De*vil tjoasjtck^ the Drvil a menk tvould he ; 
^be Diifil *was ivell, the. 4e*vil a monk *was he. 

a proverb iignifying that we are apt to forget promifes 

made in times of diflrefs. To pull the Devil by the tail ; 

to be reduced to one's (hifts. The Devil go with you and 

lix-pence^ and then you will have both money and com- 
pany. 
Dbvil. The gizzard of a turkey or fowl, fcorcd, peppered, 

falted, and broiled : it derives its appellation from being 

hot in the mouth. 
Divil's Books. Cards. 
Devil Catcher^ or Devil Driver. A parfon. See 

Snub Devil. 
Devil's Daughter. It is faid of one who has a terma- 

gant for a wife, that he has married the Devil's daughter, 

and lives with the old folks. 
Devil's Daughter's Portion, 
Deal, Dover ^ and Harnvicb, 
The Devil gave ivith his daughter in marriage ; 
jind, by a codicil to bis luillf 
He added Helvaet and the Brill : 

a faying occafioned by the fhameful impoiitions prac« 

tiied by the inhabitants of thofe places, on failors and 

travellers. 
Devil Drawer. A miferable painter* 
Devil's Dung. AiTafcetida. 
Devil's Guts. A furveyor*s chain : fo called by farmers, 

who do not like their land fhould be meafured by their 

landlords. 
Devilish. Very: an epithet which in the Englifh vulgar 

language is made to agree with every quality or thing ; as, 

devilifh bad, devilifh good ; deviliih fick, devilifh well ; 

devilifh fweet, deviliih four ; devilifii hot, deviliih cold> 

&c. &c. 
Dbusea ViLLB. The country. Cant* 
Deusea YiLLE Stampers. Country <carrftrs; Cant* 

De^ 
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Dbw Beaters. Feet. Cant. 

Dews Wins, or Deux Wins. Two-pence. Cane. 

Dewitted. Torn to pieces by a mob, as that great ^tef- 

man John de Wit was in Holland, anno 1672. 
Dice. The names of falfe dice : 
A bale of bard cinque deuces 
A bale of flat cinque deuces 
A bale of flat iice aces 
A bale of bard cater traes 
A bale of flat cater traes 
A bale of fulhams 
A bale of light graniers 
A bale of langrets contrary to the ventage 
A bale of gordes, with as many highmen as lowmen> 

for paiTage 
A bale of demies 

A bale of long dice for even and odd 
A bale of briilles 
A bale of diredt contraries. 
Dick. That happened in the reign of queen Dick, i.e. 
never ; faid of any abfurd old flory. I am as queer as^ 
Dick's hatband; that is, out of fpirits, or don't know what^ 
ails me. . "^ ' ■ .• 

Dickey. A woman's under petticoat. 
DiDDSYS. A woman's breafls or bubbies. 
Diddle. Gin. 
Diggers. Spurs. Cant. 

DiLDO. [From the Italian diletto, q. d.. a woman^s delight ;^ 
or from our word daify, q. d^ a thing to play withal.] Penis 
Succedaneus, called in Lombardy PafTo Tempo. Bailj. 
Diligent. Double diligent, like the Devil's apothecary; 

faid of one affedledly diligent. 
piLLY. [An abbreviation of the word diligence.l A public; 
voiture or flage, commonly a poll chaife, carrying thres 
perfons : the name is taken from the public ilage vehicles 
in France and Flanders. The DiJIies firfl began to rua 
in England about the year 1779. 
DUMBER. Pretty. A dimber cove; a pretty fellow. Dimber 
mort; a pretty wench. Can^., 
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Doctor. Millc and watfcr^ with a little ram, and Com4 
natmeg: alfothe name of a compoiition ufed by diftillers, 
to make fpirits appear ilronger than they really are^ or^ in 
their phrafe, better proof. 
Doctors. Loaded dice, that will run but two or three 
chances. They put the doflors upon him; they cheated him 
with loaded dice. 

DoDSEY. A woman : perhaps a corruption of Doxey. C«*/. 
'Dog. An old dog at it ; expert or accuflomed to any thing. 
Dog in a manger ; one who would prevent another from 
enjoying what he himfelf does not want: an alluiion to 
the well-known fable. The dogs have not dined ; a com- 
mon faying to any one whofe fhirt hangs out behind. To 
dog, or dodge ; to follow at a diflance. To blufh like a 
blue dog ; i. e. not at all. To walk the black dog on any 
one ; a punifhment inflifled in the night on afreHi prifoner, 
by his comrades, in cafe of his refufal to pay the ufual 
footing or garnilh. 

Dog Buffers. Dog dealers, who kill thofe dogs not ad-^ 
vertifed for, fell their ikins, and feed the remaining dogs 
with their flefh. 

Dog Latin. Barbarous Latin, fuch as was formerly nied by 
the lawyers in their pleadings. 

Dog's Portion. A lick and a fmefl. He comes in for only 
a dog's portion ; a faying of one who is a diflant admirer or 
dangler after women . See Dangler. 

Dog's Rig. To copulate till you are tired> and then tura 
tail to it. 

Dog's Soup. Rain water. 

DjOG Vane. A cockade. Seater'm, 

Dogged, Surly. 

DoGGEss^ Dog's Wife or Laoy, Puppy's Mamma. Jou 
cular ways of calling a woman a bitch. 

Doll. Bartholomew doll ; a tawdry, over-drelt woman, like 
one of the children's dolls fold at Bartholomew Fair. To 
miH doll ; to beat hemp at Bridewell, or any other houfe 
of corredion. 

Dolly. A Yorkfliire dolly; a contrivance for wafhing, by 
means of a kind of wheel £xed in a tub, which being 

turned 
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ttirncd about, agitates and cleanfes the linen put into it,*- . 
with foap and water. *i ^ 

DoMiNB Do LiTTLEy An impotent old fellow. 
Domineer. To reprove or command in an infolent or 
haughty manner. Don't think as how. you ihall domineer 
here. 
DoM MERER. A beggar pretending that his tongue has 
been cut out by the Algerioes, or cruel and blood-thirily 
Turks, or elfe that he wa<i born deaf and dumb. Cant. 
DoN£» or Done OVER. Robbed; alfo, con vidled or hanged. 

Ciiff/.—- See Do. 
Done up. Ruined by gaming and extravagances. Modern 

term* 
Donkey, Donkey Dick. A he, or jack afs : called donkey, 
perhaps, from the SpaniQi or don-like gravity of that ani- 
mal, intitled alfo the king of Spain's trumpeter. 
Doodle. A filly fellow, or noodle: fee Noodle. Alfo a " 
child's penis. Doodle doo, or Cock a doodle doo; achildiih 
appellation for a cock, in imitation of its note when ^ "% 
crowing. 
Doodle Sack. A bagpipe. i)«/r^.— Alfo the private parts . \ 

of a woman. 
Dopey. A beggar's trulL 
Dose. Burglary. He was caft for felon and dofe ; he was 

found guilty of felony and burglary. C^»/. 
Dot and go one. To waddle: generally applied toperfons 
who have one leg (horter than the other, and who, as the 
fea phrafe is, go upon an uneven keel. Alfo a jeering 
appellation for an inferior writing mailer, or teacher of 
arithmetic. 
Double. To tip any one the double ; to run away in his or 

her debt. 
■ Double Ju gg. A man's backfide. Cotton's VirgiL 4 

Dove-tail. A fpecies of regular anfwer, which fits in to 
the fubjedl, like the contrivance whence it takes its name': 
ex. Who owns this ? The dovetail is. Not you by your 
afking. 
Douglas. Roby Douglas, with one eye and a (linking 
breath; the breech. Seaivit, 
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» PowDY. A coarfe, vulgar- looking woman. 

PowDYiKo. A local joke formerly pradli fed at Salifbur 
on large companies, or perfons boafting of their courag 
It was performed by one Pearce, who had the knack ' 
perfonating madnefs, and who, by the direction of fon 
of the company, would bdrfl into a room, in a moft fui 
ous manner, as if juft broke loofe from his keeper, to t 
great terror of thofe not in the fecret. Dowdying becan 
fo much the fafhion of the place, that it was exhibit< 
before his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, father 
our p-efcnt fovereign. Pearce obtained the name of Do\ 
dy, trom a fong he ufed to fing, which had for its burth< 
the words do'Vi de doiv, 
Down Hills. Dice that run low. 
To Dowse. To cake down : as, Dowfe the pendant. Dow 
your dog vane ; take the cockade out of your hat. Dow 
the glim ; put out the candle. 
Dowse on the Chops. A blow in the face. 
Dowser. Vulgar pronouociation oi douceur. 
Doxies. She beggars, wenches, whores. 
Prab. a nafty, fluttifh whore. 
Drag. To go on the drag ; to follow a cart or waggon, 

order ^.o rob it. Cant, 
Draggletail, or Daggletail. One whofe garmer 
are helpatccied with dag or dew: generally applied to t 
female fc> , to fignify a flattern. 
Dragooning IT. A man who occupies two branches 
one profeffion, is faiu to dragoon it; becaufc, like the fold: 
of that denomination, he ferves in a double capaci.i 
Such is a phyfician who furniflics the medicines, and co; 
pounds his own prefcriptions. 
Pf ■ '.:. A glaff. or fmall meafure of any fpirituous liquo 
which, being originally fold by apoth;:caries, were eflimat 
by drams, ounces, fi:c. Dog's dram ; to ipit in his moui 
and clap his back. 
DuAM-A-TiCK. A dram ferved upon credit. 
Draper. An ale draper; an alehoufe keeper. 
Praught, or Bill, on the Pump at Aldgate. 
had or falfc bill of.exchange. Sec Aldgate. 
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Draw Latches. Robbers of hoafes whofe doors are onlf 

failened with latches. Cant. 
Drawers. Stockings. Cant, 
Drawing the King's Picture. Coining. Cant. 
To Dress. To beat. I'll drefs his hide neatly; rilbcat 

him foundly'. 
Dribble. A method of pouring out> as it were, the dice 

from the box, gently, by which an old pradlitioner is en- 
abled to cog one of them with his fore finger. 
Dripper. A gleet. 
Dromedary. A heavy, bungling thief or rogue. A purple . 

dromedary ; a bungler in the art and myftery of thieving. 

Cant, 
Drommerars. See Domerars. 
Drop. The new drop; a contrivance for executing felons at 

Newgate, by means of a platform, which drops from undef 

them : this is alfo called the laft drop. See Leaf. 
Drop a Cog. To let fall, with defign, a piece of p)ld or 

filver, in order to draw in and cheat the per (on who fees it 

picked up ; the piece fo dropt is^ called a dropt cog* 
Drop in the Eye. Almoft drunk. 
To Drub, To beat any one with a flick, or rope's end; 

perhaps a contradion of dry rub. It is alfo ufed to fignify 

a good beating with any inftrument. 
Drumbelo. a dull, heavy fellow. 
Drummer. A jockey term for a horfe that throws about 

his fore legs irregularly : the idea is taken from a kettl^ 

drummer, who in beating makes many flourifhes with his 

drumflicks. 
Drunk. Drunk as a wheel-barrow. Drunk asl David's 

fow: fee David's Sow. 
Drury Lane Ague. The venereal diforder. 
Drury Lane Vestal. A woman of the town, or profli-* 

tute : Drury-lane, and its environs, were formerly the re- 

fidence of many of thofe ladies. 
Dry Bob. A fmart repartee: alfo copulation without emif- 

fion ; in laW Latin, Jiccus rohertulus. 
Dry Boots. A fly humorous fellow. 
Dub. a picklock, or mailer-key. Cant. 

Dub 
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Dub Lat. Robbing hotifes by picking the locks. 
Dub THE GiGGER. Open the door. Cant. 

Dub o' th' Hick. A lick on the head. 

DuBBEii. A picker of locks. Cant. 

DucE. Two-pence. 

Duck. A lame duck; an Exchange-alley phrafe for a dock 
jobber, who either cannot or will not pay his loiTes, or 
differences, in which cafe he is faid to waddle $ut of thi 
mile/, as he cannot appear there again till his debts are 
fettled and paid ; fhould he attempt it> he would be 
huftled out by the fraternity. 

Ducks and Drakes. To make ducks and drakes; a 
fchool boy's amufement, pradifed with pieces of tile» 
oyfter-fhells^ or flattifh flones, which being fkimmed along 
the furface of a pond, or Aill river, rebound many times. 
• To make ducks and drakes of one's money ; to throw it 
idly away. 

Duck F-ck-r. The man who has the care of the poultry 
on board a fliip of war. 

Duck Legs. Short legs. 

DuDDERs, or Whispering DuDDERs. Cheats who travel 
the country pretending to fell fm uggled goods : they ac-* 
coft their intended dupes in a whifper. The goods they 
have for fale are old (hop-keepers, or damaged ; purchafed 
by them of large man^fa^ories. See Duffer. 

Pudderi;9g Rake. A thundering rake, a buck of the 
£rft head, one extremely lewd. 

Dudgeon. Anger. 

Duds. Clothes. 

DvEFERs. . Cheats who ply in different parts of the town, 
particularly about Wacer-lane, oppoiite St. Clement's 
Church in the Strand, and pretend to deal in fmuggled 
goods, Hopping all country people, or fuch as they think 
they can impofe on ; which they frequently do, by felling 
them Spital-fields goods atdouble their current price. 

Puke, or Rum Duke. A queer unaccountable fellow. 

pUKE OF Limbs. A tall, aukward, ill-made fellow. 
^UKE Humphrey/ To dine with Duke Humphrey; to 

' fail. Humphrey, Duke of Gloucefter, furnamed the Good,- 

was 
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was famous for his volantary mortifications, t>ardcal«rl7 
frequent fading. 
Dull Swift. A ftupid, fluggiih fellow, one long gobg ott 

an errand. 
Dumb Arm. A lame arm. 
D u M B-Fo u K D E D • Silenced, alfo foundly beaten. 
Dumb Glutton. A woman's privities. 
Dumb Watch. A venereal bubo in the groin. 
Dumplin. a fhort thick man or woman. Norfolk dump- 
lin ; a jeering appellation of a Norfolk man,, dumplins 
being a favourite kin4 of food in that country. 
Dumps. Dowh in the dumps; low-fpirited, melancholy: - 
jocularly faid to be derived from Dumpos, a king of Egypt, 
who died of melancholy. Dumps are, alfo fmall piecea cl 
lead, caft by fchool boys in the ihape of money. • 

Dun. An importunate creditor. Dunny, in the provindaf**. 
dialed of feveral counties, fignifies ^iaf; to dnn, thettf ^* 
perhaps may mean to deafen with importunate demands : 
fome derive it from the word J^mtez, which £ga\Bt$givem 
But the true original meaning of the word, owes itt birth 
to one Joe Dun, a famous bailiff of the town of Lincoln, 
fo extremely adlive, and (6 dexterous in his bufinefs, that 
it became a proverb, when a man refufed to pay. Why do 
not you Dun him ? that is. Why do not yon fet Dun to ar- 
reft him ? Hence it became a cant word, and is now as old 
as fince the days of Henry VII. Dun was alfo the general 
name for the hangman, before that of Jack Ketch. 
And prefently a halter got ^ 
Made of the heft fir ong hempen ieer. 
And ere a cat could lick her ear. 
Had tied it up *with as much art. 
As DUN hlmfelf could do for '/ heart. 

Cotton* s Virgil Trav. book iv. - 
DuNAKER. A ilealer of cows and calves . 
DuNGHitL. A coward : a cockpit phrafe, all but game 
cocks being ftyled dunghills. To die dunghill ; to repent, 
or ihew any ftgns of contrition, at the gallows. Moving 
danghill ; a dirty, filthy man or woman. Dung, an'abbre- >^ 
viation of dunghill, alfo means a journeyman taylor who ' 
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fabmlts to the law ^or regulating journeymen taylors 

wages« therefore deemed by the flints a coward. See 

Flints,- 
DuNNOCK. A cow. Cant, 
To Dup. To open a door : a contra6tion of do ope or of in* 

See Dub. 
DvKGEN. A little trifling fellow. 
Durham Man. Knocker-kneed, he grinds mudard with 

his knees : Durham is famous for its multard. 
Dust. Money. Down with your dufl ; depofit the money: 

To raife or kick up a dufl ; to make a difliurbance or riot : 

fee B&EEZE. Dufl it away ; drink about. 
Dustman, A dead man : your father is a dufl'man. 
Dutch Comfort. Thank God it is no worfe. 
PuTCH Concert. Where every one plays or fings a dif- 
' ferent tune. 
Dutch F^ast* Where the entertainer gets drunk before 

his guefts. 
Dutch Reckoning, or Alle-mal. A verbal or lump 

account, without particulars, as brought at fpunging or 
, bawdy houfes. 
■Dutchess. A woman enjoyed with her pattens on, or by 

a man in boots, is faid to be made a dutchefs. 
Dye hard, or game. To dye hard, is to fliew no figns 

of fear or contrition at the gallows ; not to whiddle or 

fqueak. This advice is frequently given to felons going 

to fufFer the law, by their old comrades, anxious for the 

honour of the gang. 
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A R NEST, A depofit in part of payment, to bind & 
bargain. 

Easy. Make the cull eafy, or quiet; gagg or kill him. 
As eafy as piffing the bed . 

Easy Virtue. A lady of eafy virtue; an impure, or prof* 
titate. 

Eat. To eat like a beggar man, and wag his under jaw; a 
jocular reproach to a proud man. To eat one's words ; to 
retra£l what one has faid. 

To Edge. • To Simulate or provoke, or, as it is vulgarly • . 
called,' to egg a man on. Fall back, fall edge ; i. e. 
let what will happen. Some derive to egg on,, from the 

■ -Lnttn word, age^ age. 

Eight Eyes. I will knock out two of your eight eyt% ; a 
common Billingfgate threat from one fiQi nymph to ano- 
ther: every woman, according to the naturalifts of that ib- 
ciety, having eight eyes ; viz. two feeing eyes, two bub- 
eyes, a bell-eye, two popes-eyes, and a ***-eye. He 
has fallen down and trod upon his eye ; faid of one who 
has a black eye. 

Elbow Grease. Labour. Elbow greafe will make an oak 
table ihine. 

Elbow'Room. SufHcient fpace to adl in. Out at elbows; 
faid of an eftate that is mortgaged. 

Elbow Shaker. A gamefter, one who rattles Saint Hugh's 

bones, i. e. the dice. 
Elp. Afairy or hobgoblin, a little man or woman/ 
Elizabeths. A fociety for commemorating the annivcr- 
fary of queen Elizabeth, who met at the fign of her head, 
Hicks's Hall, an the room faid to be that wherein fhe re- 
ceived her juvenile education. 
English Burgundy. Porter. 
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Ensign Bears r* A drunken man, ^ho looks red in the 

face, or hoills his colours in his drink* 
EquiPT. Rich; alfo, having new clothes. Welleqaipt^ 

full of money, or well drefTed. The cull equipped me 

with a brace of meggs ; the gentleman farnilhed me with 

a dpuple of guineas. 
£ RIFFS. Rogues juft initiated, and beginning to pra6lice« 
Essex Lion, A calf : Eifex being famous for calves, and 

chiefly fupplying the London markets. 
Essex Stile. A ditch : great part of EfTex is low marihy 

ground, in which there are more ditches than fliles. 
Eternity Box. A coffin. 
Evans. Mrs Evans ; a name frequently given to a (he cat : 

owing, as it is faid» to a witch of the name of Evans, who 

frequently aflumed the appearance of a cat* 
Eves. Hen roods. 
Eve's, Custom-house, where Adam made his firft entry. 

The monofyllable. 
Eves Dropper. One that lurks about to rob hen rooils; 

alfo a lidener at doors and windows, to hear private con* 

verfation. 
Evil. A halter. Cant» 
EwB. A white ewe ; a beautifuhwoman. An old ewe, dreft 

lamb falhion ; an old woman, dreft like a young girl. 
Execution Day. Waihing day. 
Expended. Killed : alluding to the gunner's accounts, 

wherein the articles con fumed are charged under the title 

of Expended. Seapbra/e, 
Eyes and Limbs. The foot guards were formerly fo called 

by the marching regiments, from a favourite execration in 

ufe among them, which was^ damning their eye^s, limbs, 

9nd hlue breeches. 
Eye Sore. A difagreeable object. It will be an eye fore 

as long as fhe lives ; faid by a man whofe wife was cut for 

a fidula in ano« 
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ACE MAKING. Begetting chUdren. To face it out j 
. to periiH in a faliity. No face but his own ; a faying of 

one who has no money in his pocket, or no court cards in 

his hand. 
Facxr^ /A bumper^ a glafs filled fo fall as to leave no 

room for the lip. 
Fadge. It won^t fadge; it won't do» 
ToFaq* To beat. Fag the blofs ; beat the wench. Cant. A fag 

alfo means a boy of an inferior form or clafs^ who a6ts as a 

fervant to one of a fuperior, who is faid to fag him— he is 

i°y fflg * whence^ perhaps, fagged out, for jaded or tired.* 
Fagg£r» a little boy put in at a window to rob the 

houfe. 
Faggot, A man hired at a mufter to appear as a foldier. 

To faggot, in the canting fenfe, means to bind : an allu-* 

fion to the faggots made up by the wopdmen, which are all 

bound. Faggot the culls ; bind the men. 
Faithful. One of the faithful; a tay lor who gives long 

credit. His faith has made him unwhole ; i. e. trulling too 

much, broke him. 
Fallal Ls. Ornaments, chieHy women's, fuch as ribbands, 

necklaces, &c. 
Fallen away from a Horse Load to a Cart Load. 

A faying on one grown fat. 
Fam Lay. Going into a goldfmith's Ihop, under pre- 
tence of buying a wedding ring, and palming one or two, 

by daubing the hand with fome vifcous matter. 
Fams, or Fambles. Hands. Famble cheats; rings or 

gloves. Catft. 
ToFamgrasp. To (hake hands : figuratively, to agree or 

make up a diiFerence. Famgrafp the cove ; fhake hands 

with the fellow. Cant, 
Family of Love. Lewd women ; alfo, a religious (ctX. 
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To Fan. To beat any one. I fsttned him fweetljr; I beat bim 
heartily. 

Fart. He has let a brewer's fart, grains and all; faid of 
one who has bewrayed his breeches* 
Pifs and fart, 
Sound at heart. 
Mingerg €Hm- bumbis, 
Mes faluberrima eft lumhis, * 
I dare not trull nvy a-fe w^th a fart % faid by a perfon trou- 
bled with a loofenefff. 

Fart Catcher^ A valet or footman, from his walking 
behind his mafter'or iniftrefs. 

Farting Crackers. Qreeches. 

Fartlbberries. Excrement hanging about the tail of % 
flieep. 

Fastner. a warrant. 

Fastnesses. Bogs. 

Fat: The laft landed, inned, or flowed, of ai»y fort of mtr^ 
chandife : fo called by the water- fide porters, .carmen, 
&c. All the izt is in the fire ; that is, it is all over 
with B« : a faying nfed in cafe of any mifcarriage or dif- 
appointmeat in an undertaking ; an alluiion to overtAirn- 
ing the frying-pan into the fire. Fat, among, printers, 
means void fpacet. 

As Fat as a Hen in the Forehead. A faying of 3i 
meagre perfon. 

Fat Cull.- A rich fellow. 

Fat-headed. . Stupid. 

Faulkner. A tumbler, j uggler, or fhewer of tricks : pery 
haps becaufe they lure the people, as a faulconer does h^ 
hawks. Cant. , . 

Faytors, or Fators. Fortunetellers. 

FawneyRig. a common fraud, thus pradiifed : A fellov^ 
drops a brafs ring, double gilt, which he picks up before 
the party meant to be cheated, and to whom be difpofes of 
it for lefs than its fuppofed, and .ten tiraeamore than it^ 
real, value. See Money Dropper. 

Feague. To feague a horfe; to put ginger up a horfe'fr 
&ndament> andiormerly^ aa it i^£ud, d live eel> to make 
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him Iiirely and c^rry his cail well : it is (aid, a forfeit it 
incarxed by aoy horfe deaUr'^ iervant« who (l^all ihjew ^ 
horfe without firft feaguing him. Fcague i$ ufed, figura^ 
tively, for encouraging or fpiriting one up. ^ 

To Feather oke's Nest. To enrich one's felf. 

Feather-ssd Lane. A rough prftonylane.' 

Vmu, paw, I'UM, Nonfenfical words, fuppofed in chiJdiih 

. (lory books to be fpoken by giants* I am not (o be fright- 
ed by fee, faw^ fum ; I am fipt to be feared by nonfiesfe. 

Feedbi. A'fpoon, To nab the feeder; to ileal a fpooipt 

Feet. To i![>ake fe? t for children's (lockings > to beget chil- 
dren. An officer of feet ; a jocular title for an oftcer of 
infantry. 

Feint. A ihara attack on one part, y/hcn a- reai one it 
meant at another. 

FALLOW Commoner* An empty bottle: fo called at the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, where fellow commoners are pot 
in general coniidered as over fpU of learning. At Oxfprd 

■ an empty bottle is oalled a gentleman commoner for thf 
fame reafon. 

f nK. A bawd, orcomipon proftitute^ Cant. 

Fence, or FfiNCfrJc Cullt. A receiver of ftolen goods^ 
To fence ; to fpend or lay out. He fenced his hog ; he 
fpent his (hilling. Coat. 

Fencing Kev. The magazine, pr warehoufe, where Aplen 
goods are fecreted. 

Ferme. a hole. Cant. 

Frrmerdy Beggars, All thofe who have not the fhaip 
fores or clynies. 

Ferrara. Andrea Ferrara ; the name of a famoiis fword 

cutler : mod of the Highland broad fwords are mariced 

with his name ; whence an Andrea Ferrara has become the 

. common lume for the glaymore or Highland broad fword. 

See Glaymore. 

Fbrret. a tradcfman who fells goods to young unthrifty 

• heirs, at exceffive rates* and then continually duns them 
for the debt. To ferret; to fearch oQt or expel any ona 
from his hiding place, as a ferret drives oat rabbits ; alfo 
to cheat. Ferret-eyed j; red-eyed : fbrrets have red eyes. 

* Fet(:h, 
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Fetch* A tricky wheedle, or invention to deceive^ 

Fb VTBRER. A dog keeper: from the French vautritr. Of 

•vaultrier^ one that leads a lime hound for the chace. 
To Fib. To beat. Fib the cove's qaarron in the rampad for 

the lour in his bung ; beat the fellow in the highway for 

the money in his purfe. Cant. — A fib is alfo a tiny lye* 
FiCB> or FoYSB. A fmall windy efcape backwards, more 

obvious to the nofe than ears ; frequently by old ladies 

charged on their lap dogs. See Fizzle. 
Fid of Tobacco. A quid, from the fmall piecfcs of towc 

with which the vent or touch-hole of a cannon is ftopped. 

Sea term. 
Fiddle. A writ to arred. 
Fiddle Faddlb. TriHing difconrfe, nonfenfe. A mere 

fiddle faddle fellow ^ a trifler. 
Fiddlestick's End. Nothing: the ends of the ancient 

fiddlefticks ending in a point ; hence metaphorically ufed 

to expreis a thing terminating in nothing. 
Fidgets. He has got the fidgets; faid of one that cannot 

fit long in a place. 
Fidlam Ben. General thieves: called alfo St. Peter's 

fons, having every finger a fifh hook. Cant. 
Fidler's Money. All fixpeoces : fixpence being the ufual 

fum paid by each couple, for mufic at country wakes and 

hops. Fidler's fare; meat, drink and money. Fidler's 

pay ; thanks and wine. 
Field Lane Duck. A baked (beep's head. 
Fieri Facias. A red- faced man is faid to have been ferved 

with a writ of fieri facias. 
Ficger. a little boy put in at a window to hand out goods 

to the diver. SeePivER. 
Figging Law. The art of picking pockets. Cant. 
Figure Dancer. One who alters figures on bank notes, 

converting tens to hundreds. 
Filch, orFiLEL. A beggar's ftaff, with an iron hook at 

the end, to pluck clothes from an hedge, or any thiagA 

out of a cafement. Filcher ; the fame as angler. Filching 

cove ; a man thief. Filching mort ; a woman thief. 
File, File Clot, or Bungnipper. A pickpocket. To file; 

to rob or cheat* The file^ or bungnipper, goes general!/ 

in 



FLA 

in company with two affifbints, the adam tiler^ and another 
called the bulk or bulker, whofe bufmefs it is to joMe the 
perfon they intend to roh, and pufh him againft the wall, 
while the file picks his pocket, and gives the booty to the 
adam tiler, who fcours off with it. Cant. 

J'ly. An arm. A one-finned fellow ; a man who has loH an 
arm. Seafhrafe* 

Fine. Fine as fivepence. Fineasacow-turdftuckwithpiim* 
rofes. 

Finger in Eye, To put finger in eye; to weep: com- 
monly applied to women. The more you cry the lefs 
you'll p-fs ; a confolatory fpeech ufed by Tailors to thetc 
doxies. It is as great a pity to fee a woman cry, as to 
fee a goofe walk bar^efoot ; another of the fame kind. 

Finger Post. A parfon : fo called, becaufe, like the finger 
poft, he points out a way he has never been, and probably 
will aever go, i. e. the way to heaven,« 

Fixing A Gun. Introducing a ftory by head and fhoaldert* 
A man, wanting to tell a particular ftory, faid to the conw 
pany. Hark ! did you not hear a gun ? — but flow we are 
talking of a gun, I will tell you a ftory of one. 

To Fire a Slug. To drink a dram. 

Fire Priggers. Villains who rob at fires, under pretence 
of aflifting in removing the goods, 

Fir3 Ship, A wench who has the venereal difeafe, 

FiaE Shovel. He or fhe, when young, was fed with a 
fire ihovel ; a faying of perfons with wide mouths. 

Fish. A feaman. A fcaly fifh; a rough, blunt tar. 

Five Shillings. The fign of five {hillings; i. e. the 
crown. Fifteen ihillings ; the fign of the three crowns. 

Fizzle. An efcape backward. 

J'labagasted. Confounded. 

Flabby, Relaxed, flaccid, not firm or folid. 

Flag. A groat. Ctf«/.— The flag of defiance, or bloody flag, 
is out ; fignifying, the man is drunk| and alluding to the 
rednefs of his face, ^ea phra/e. 
Flam, A lye, or (ham flory; alfo a fiDgle 4lroke on a 
drum. 

Flap Dragon; A clap, or pox. 
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To Flake. To b!aze, fliinc, or glare. 

Flasr. a periwig. Rnrn fiafh; a fine fcng wig. Qa^er 

^a(h ; a miferabic vireatlier- beaten cscon. 
To Flasb. To fhew ofte n tafio a f^y. To fiafh one's ivory ; 

to laa^h and ih?«r one's teeth. Dcn't flafli your ivory, bu( 

ftini year poratoe trap, and keep your guts warm ; tUe De» 

vil loves hot tripes. 
To Flash THS Hash. To vomit. Cmigt, 
Flash He^. A houfe that harbours thieves. 
Flash Lingo. The canting or flarg language. 
Flash M a^t. A bnfly to a bawdy houfe. 
Flat; A bubble, gull, or fi!ly fellow.^ 
Flat Cock. A female. 
Flawd. Drunk. 

Flatiottouibt. a bam brofher, or fehoolmafler. 
To Flay, or Flea, the Fox. To vomit. 
Flea Bite. A trilling injury. To fend any one away with 

a fl^a in his ear ; to give any one a hearty fcolding. 
To Fleece. To rob,* cheat, or plunder. 
Flemish Account. A lofiog, or bad account. 
Flesh Broker. A matchmaker, abawd. 
Flibu sticrs. W'ibil India pirates^ buccanneers, or free 

booters. 
Flicker. A drinking glafs. Cant, 
Flickering. Grinning or laughing in a man's. face. ' » 
Flicking. Cutting. Flick me fome panam andcafBin*^;, 

cut me fome bread and cheefe. Flick the peter ; art off 

the cloak bag or portmanteau. 
To Fling. To trick or cheat. He flung me fjurly one 

of it ; he cheated me out of it. 
Flints. Journeymen taylors, who on a late occaiion ri^ 

fufed to work for the wag6s fettled by faw. Thofe who 

fnbmitted, were, by the mutineers, ftyled dungs, i. e. 

dunghills. 
Flip. Small beer,' brandy, and fugar: this mixture, with 

the addition of a lemon, was, by faifors, formerly called 

Sir Cloudfly, in memory of Sfr Cloudfly Shove!, who aftd 

frequently to regale himfelf with it. , 

Floating Academy. See Campbell'sAcademy. 
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To Fxoo. Tq whip. 

Flog (?E II* A horfewhip* Cant> 

Flo GOING Cully, . A debilitated letcher (commonl/ an 

old one)-» whofe tofpid powers require fUmulating by fla* 

geOation. 
Flogo4NG Covb, The beadle> or whipper^ in Bridewell. 
Flogging Stake. The whipping poft. 
Florence. A wench that has been towised and raffled. 
Flourish. To take a flouriih ; to enjoy a woman in ahady 

manner, to take a flyer, ^ee Flyer« 
To Flout» . To jeer, to ridicule. 
Flvmmery. Oatmeal and water boiled to <i J^^^y ; dl^<> 

compliments ; neither of which are over nourifliia'g. 
Flush in the Pocket*. Full of money. The coll is flafh 

in the fob ; the fellow is full of money. 
Flustered. Drunk. 
Flute. The reporder of a corporation: a recorder was 

an ancieft imiiical inilrument. 
To Flux. To cheat, cozen, or over -reach; alfo to fal# 

iyate. To flui^ a wig ; to put it up in curl, and bake it. 
Fly. a waggon. Cant. 
FLY-BY-NioifT. You old fly-by-night ; an ancient term 

of reproach to an old woman, flgnifying that fhe was a 

witch, and alluding to the nodurnal excurfions attributed 
: to witches-, who were fuppofed to fly abroad to their meet-^ 

ings, mounted on brooms. 
Fly Slicers. Life-guard men, from their fitting on horfe* 

back, under an arch, where they are frequently obferved 

to drive away files with their fwords. 
Flyer. To take a fiyer ; to enjoy a woman with her clothes^ 

on, or without going to bed. 
, Flyers. Shoes. 

Flv-flapped. Whipt in the fliocks, or at the cart's tail. 
FXYiNo CAMPSr Beggars plying in a body at' funerals. 
Flying GiGOERs. Turn<>pike gates. 
Flying Horse. A lock in wrefiling, by which he who 
, fif<?s it throws his jad^rfary over his hekd. 
Flying Porters. Cheats who obtain money by pretend** 

ing to perfoni, . Who have been lately- robbed^ that they 
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come from a place or party where, and from whom, they 
may receive information re/peding the goods ftolea from 
them^ and demand payment as poriers. 

Fob. a cheat, trick, or contrivance. I will not be fobbed 
ofFfo; I will not be thus deceived with falfe pretences. 
The fob is alfo a fmall breeches pocket for holding ^ 
watch. 

Fog . Smoke. Cant,. 

Fogey. Old fogey; a nick name for an invalid foldier : 
derived from the French word /bu^eux, fierce or fiery. 

Fog RAM. An old fogram ; a fuHy old fellow. 

F0GU8. Tobacco. Tip me a gage of fog us ; give me a 
pipe of tobacco. Cant, 

Fool. A fool at the end of a ftick ; a fool at one end^ and 
a maggot at the other : gibes on an angler. 

Foolish. An expreilion among impures, fignifying the cully 
who pays, in oppofition to a flaih man. Is he foolUh or 
flafh? 

Foot Pads, or Low Pads. , Rogues who rob on foot. 

Foot Wabbli^r. A contemptuous appellation for a foot 
foldier, commonly ufed by the cavalry. 

Foot M All's Mawnd. An artificial fore, made with on* 
flacked lime, foap, and the ruft of old iron, on the back of 
a beggar's hand, as if hurt by the bite or kick of a horfe. 

FootyDespicable. A footy fellow, a defpicable fellow : 
from the French /oittua 

Fore Foot, or Paw. Give us your fore foot ; give ns your 
hand. 

Foreman of thb Jury. One who engro/Tes all the talk to 

• himfelf, or fpeaks for the reft of the company. 

Fork. A pickpocket. Let us fork him; let us pick his 
pocketl— -' The newefl and mod dextrous way, which is, to 
' thruft the fingers flrait. Skiff 9 open, and very quick, into 
' the pocket, and fo clofing them, hook what can be held 
' between them.' N. B. This was taken from a book 
written many years ago : doubtlefs the art of picking 
pockets, like all others, muft have been much improved 
- fince tha^ time. 
Forlorn Hope. A gamefter's lafi (take. 

FORTUNB 
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Fortune Huntbiis. Indigent men, feeking to enrich them- 
lelres by marrying a woman of fortune. 

Fortune Teller, or Cunning Man. A judge, who 
tells every prifoner his fortune, lot, or doom. To go be- 
fore the fortune teller, lambfkin men, or conjurer ; to be 
tried at an affize. See Lambskin Men. 

Foul-mouthed. Abufive. 

Foundling. A child dropped in the ilreets, and found, and 
educated at the parifh expence. 

Fox* A (harp, cunning fellow. Aifo an old term for a 
fword, probably a rufty one, or elfe from its being dyed 
red with blood : feme fay this name alluded to certain 
fwords, of remarkable good temper, or metal, marked with 
the figure, of a fox, probably the fign, or rebus, of the 
maker. 

Fox's Paw. The vulgar pronunciation of the French worda 
faux pas. He made a confounded fox's paw. 

FoxE D. Intoxicated • 

FoYST. A pickpocket, cheat, or rogue. See Wottok'ji 
Gang. 

To Foyst. To pick a pocket. 

Foysted in. Words or paiTages furreptitiouily interpolated 
or inferted into a book or writing. 

Fr ate Rs. Vagabonds who beg with (ham patents, or briefs, 
for hofpitals, fires, inundations, &c 

Free. Free of fumblers hall ; a faying of one who cannot 
get his wife with child. 

Free fiooTERs. Lawlefs robbers and plunderers : originally 
foldiers who ferved without pay, for the privilege of plun- 
dering the enemy. 

Freeholder. He whofe wife accompanies b}m to the ale^ 

houfe. 
Freeze. A thin, fmall, hard cyder, much ufed by vintners 

and coopers in parting their wines, to lower the price of 

them, and to advance their gain. A freezing vintner; a 

vintner who balderdaOies his wine. 
French Cream. Brandy : fo called by the old tabbys and 

dowagers when drank in their tea. 
Feekcu Disease. The venereal difeafc, faid tq have b^cn 
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imported from France. Frencli gOQt ; the ftme. He fnf- 
fered by sl blow over the faout with a French faggot ftick; 
i. e. he loft his Aofe by the pox. 

Feench Leave/ To uke French leave; to go off withoot 
taking leave of the company : a faying frequently ap- 
plied to perfons who have run away from their creditors. . 

Frenchified* Infected with the venereal difeafe. Thef 
inort is Frenchified ; the wench is infeded. 

Freshman. One juft entered a member of the nnivedity* 

Fribble.* An effeminate fop : a name borrowed from a 
celebrated charadler of that kind, in the farce of Mifs in 
her Teens, written by Mr. Garrick. 

Friday Face. A difmal countenance. Before, and even 

long after the Reformation, Friday was a day of abfti- 

. nence, or jour maigre. Immediately after the redoration of 

king Charles XL a proclamation was iifued, prohibiting 

all publicans from dreffing any fuppers on a Friday. 

To Fric To be guilty of the crime of felf pollution. 
Frigging is alfo figuratively ufed for trifling* 

Frig Pni. A trilling, fiddle-faddle fellow. 

Frigate. A well-rigged frigate ; a well -drefTed wench. 

Frisk. To dance the Paddington friik; to be hanged. 

To Friz, or Frisk. Ufed by thieves to iignify fearchitag 
a perfon whom they have robbed. Blafl hii eyes ! friz, or 
friik him« f 

JfROE, or Vrob. a woman, wife, or miftrcfs. " Brnfli to, 
your froe, or blofs, and wheedle for crop ; run to ydur 
miftrefs, and foothe and coax her out of fome money.- 

Dutch. 

Frogx«anubr, a Dutchman. 
Frosty Face. One pitted with the fmall pox. 
FRUMMAQBAi>iEp. Choaked, ilrangled, or hanged*;' C^nir/, 
Fubsey, Plump* A fubfey wench; a plump, healthy 

wench. 
Tcr F— k. To copulate. 
F — K Beggar, See Buss Beggar. 
Fuddle.' Drink. This is rum fuddle; this is excellent . 

tipple, or. drink. Fuddled; drunk. Fuddle cap; a 

drunkard, 

FVLHAMS* 
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FuLHAMS^ Loaded dice are called high and lowmen^or 
high and low fulhams^ by Bea Jonfon and other writers of 
his time ; either becaufe they were made zf Fulham, or 
from that place being fhe refort of (harpers. 
To FuLic. To ufe an unfair motion of the hand in plump- 
ing at taw. School boys term. 

Full op Emptiness, Jocular term for empty. 

Fir MB LB I., An old or impotent man. To fumble, alfb 
means to go aukwardly about any work^, or manual ope- 
ration. 

Fun. a cheat, or trick. Do you think to fun me oat of 
it ? do you think to cheat me ? — Alfo the bceech, perhaps 
from being the abbreviation of fundament. I'll kick your 
fun. Cant, 

f UNK. Tofmoke : figuratively, to fmoke or ftink throcrgli 
fear. I was in a- curfed funk. To funk the cobler ; a ichooi 
boy's trick, performed with affafcetida and cotton, which 
are duffed into a pipe : the cotton being lighted, and the 
bowl of the pipe covered with a coarfe handkerchief, the 
imeke is blown out at the fmall end, through the crannies 
of a cobler's ftall, 

FuRMBN. Aldermen. 

Fuamxty, or Frombnty. Wheat boiled up to ajelly. To 
fimper like a furmity kettle ; to fmile, or look juttry about 
the* gills* 

Fuss. A confuiion^ a hurry, an unnecefTary to do about 
trifles.] 

FussocK. A lazy fat woman. An old fufTock ; a frowzy old 
woman. 

Fustian. Bombaft language. Red fullian ; portwine^ 

Fusty Luogs. A beaftly, fluttiih woman. 

To Fuzz. To.ihuffle cards minutely; alfo> to change the 
pack. 
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AB, or Gob. The mouth. Gift of the gab; a facility 
of fpeech, nimble-tongued eloquence. To blow the gab ; 
to confefs, or peach. 

Gab, or Gob, String. A bridle. 

Ght'So. An exclamation faid to be derived from the Italian. 
word cazzo. 

<jag* An inflrument ufed chieHy by houfe-breakers and 
thieves, for propping open the moath of a peribn robbedj 
thereby to prevent his calling out for afliftance. 

Gage. A quart pot, or a pint; alfo a pipe. Cant. 

Gage of Fog us. A pipe of tobacco. 

Gaggbrs, High and Low. Cheats, who by fham preten- 
ces, and wonderful ilories of their fuiferings, impofe on the 
credulity of well-meaning people. See Rum Gacgeiu 

Galimaufrby. A hodge-podge made up of the remnants 
and fcraps of the larder. 

Call. His gall is not yet broken ; a faying ufed in prifons 
of a man jufl brought in, who appears dejeded. 

Galley. Building the galley ; a game formerly ufed at fea, 
in order to put a trick upon a landfman, or frefh water 
failor. It being agreed to play at that game, one failor 
perfonates the builder, and another the merchant or con- 
tractor : the builder firfl begins by laying the keel, which' 
coniills of a number of men laid all along on their backs, 
one after another, that is, head to- foot ; he next puts in 
the ribs or knees, by making a number of men fit »feet to 
feet, at right angles to, and on each fide of, the keel : he 
now fixing on the perfon Intended to be the objedl of the 
joke, obferves he is a fierce- looking fellow, and fit for the 
lion; he accordingly places him at the head, his arms being 
held or locked in by the two perfons next to him, repre- 
fen ting the ribs. After feveral other difpofitions, the 
builder delivers over the galley to the contrador as coffl« 
plete : but he, among other faults and objedlions, obferves 
the lion is not gilt ; on which the builder, or one of his 
nffiftants, runs to the head, and dipping a mop it the excre« 

jnent, thruftsit into the face of the lion. 

Galley 
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Galley Foist. A city barge^ ufed formerly on thelord 
mayor's day, when he was fwom in at Weflminfter. 

Gallied. Hurrie,d> vexed^ over-fatigued^ perhaps like a 
galley Have. 

Galligaskins. Breeches. 

G A L L I POT • A nick name for an apothecary. 

Gallore« or GoLORB. Plenty. 

Gallows Bird* A thief, or pickpocket; alfo one that 
afibciates with theni. 

Gambs. Thin, ill-(haped legs : a corruption of the French 
vf or dj amies M 

Gambadoes^ Leathern cafes of ftilF leather, n fed in Devon- 
ihire inflead of boots ; they are faflened to the faddle, and 
admit the leg, fboe and all : the name was at hr^ jocalarly 
, given. 

Gambler. Afliarper, a tricking gameder. 

Game. Bubbles or pigeons drawn in to be cheated. Alfo, 

at bawdy honfes, lewd wpmen. Mother, have you any game? 

mother, have yon any girls ? T6 die game ; to fufFer at 

the gallows without (hewing any figns of fear or repent- 
ance. Game pullet; a young whore, or forward girljn 

the way of becoming one* 
Gamon and Fatter. Common-plate talk of any'profef- 

fion ; as the gamonand patter of a horfe dealer, failor. Sec. 
Gan. The mouth or lips. Cattt. 
Gander MoNTii. That month in which a man's wife lies 

in : wherefore, during that time, hulbands plead a fort of 

indulgence in matters of gallantry. 
Gang. A company of men, a body of failors, a knot of 

thieves, pickpockets. Sec. A gang of iheep trotters; the four 

feet of a fheep. 
Gap Stopper. A whoremafler. 
Gapesebd. Sights ; any thing to feed the eye. I am come 

abroad for a little gape feed. 
GARNitH. An entrance fee demanded by the old prifoners 

of one j ufi committed to gaol. 
Garret, or Upper Story. The head. His garret, or 

upper ftory, is empty, or unfurniftied ; i. e. has no brains, 

he is a fool. 
Garrbt Election. A ludicrous ceren^onijr, pra<tiied 

^very 
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every new parliament : it confiAs of a nock eledion of 
two members to reprefent the borough of Garret (a few 
ftraggling cottages near Wandfworthib Surry); the qualifi^ 
cation of a voter is, having enjoyed a woman in the open air 
within that diftridl : the candidates are commonly fellows 
of low humoar, who drefs themfelvet up in a ridiculoua 
manner. As this brings a prodigious concourfe of people 
to Wandfworth» the publicans of that place jointly con- 
tribute to the expence, which is fometimcs. bonfiderable* 

Gawkey, a tall, thin, aukward young man or woman. 

Gazebo. An elevated obfervatory or fummer houfe. 

Gbb, It won't gee; it won't hit or do, it does not foit or fit* 

Gelding. An eunuch. 

Gblt^ Money, German. — AUb, cafijiated. 

Gentle Craft. The art of (hoemaking. One of the gen- 
tle craft ; a fhoemaker : fo called, becaafe once pradifed 
by St. Crifpin. , 

Gentleman CoMMONBK* An empty bottle : an univcr- 

. fity joke, gentlemen commoners not being deemed over* 
full of learning. 

Gentleman's Companion. A loofe* 

Gentleman's MASTBt. A highway robber^ becaufe he^ 
makes a gentleman obey his commandsa i. e. ftand and 

deliver* 
Gentleman or Thrbb Inns. Iq dcbt^ in gaol, and in 

danger of remaining there for life ; or, in gaid, indided^ 

and in danger of being hanged in chains. 
Gentleman op Thrrb Outs. That is^ without monty, 

without wit, and without manners ; fome add anothetr 

out, i. e. without credit. 
Gbntrt Covb. a gentleman. Cant. 
Gentry Covb Ken. A gentleman's houfe* Cant* 
Gentry Mort. A gentlewoman. 
George. A half-crown piece. Yellow George ; a guinea.- 

Brown George ; an ammunition loaf. 
Georges. The brethren of the honourable fociety of Royal 

Georges ; a fociety which met at the St* Luke's Head and 

Eight Bells, Smithfield. 
GbrmanDvck. . Half a fheep's head boiled with onions. 
Gbt. One of his get s one of his offsprings or begetting. 

Gia 
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Gib Cat. A northern name for a lie cat, there commonly 
called Gilbert. As melancholy as a gib cat ; as melan- 
choly as a he cat who has been catterwauHng^ whence 
they always return fcratched, hungry, and out of fpirits. 
Arifiotle fays, Omne animal poft coitum efi trifte \ to which 
an anonymous author has given the following exception : 
fnter gallum^ gailinaceMm, et facerdotem gratis forntcanttm* 

GiBBxaisH. The cant language of thieves and gypfies, 
called Pedlars French, and St. Giles's Greek: fee St* 
Giles's Gkbek. Alfo the myftic language of Geber, ufed 
by chymifts. Gibberifh likewife means a fort of difguifed 
language, formed by inferting any confonant between 
each fyliable of an Englifh word ; in which cafe it is called 
the gibberifh of the letter inferted : if F, it is the F gib- 
beriih ; if G, the G gibberifh ; as in the fentence. How 
do you do ? Howg dog youg dog. 

Giblets* To join giblets ; faid of a man and woman who 
cohabit as hulband and wife, without being married \ alfo 
to copulate* 

Gibson, or Sm John Gibson. A two-legged flool, ufed 
to fupport the body of a coach whilfl finifhing. 

Gifts. Small white fpecks under the fingernails, faid to 
portend gifts or prefents. A flingy man 19 faid to be; as 
full of his gifts as a brazen horfe of hi^ farts* 

Gift of the Gab. A facility of fpeech, 

GiCG. Anofe. Snitchel hisgigg; fillip his nofe* Grunter's 
gigg ; A hog's fnout. Gigg is alfo a high one-horfe chaife, 
and a woman's privities. To gigg a Smithfield hank ; to 
hamftring an over-drove ox« vulgarly called a mad bul-^ 
lock* 

GiGGER. A latch, or door. Dub thegigger; open the 
door* Gigger dubber ; the turnkey of a gaol. 

To Giggle. To fupprefs a laugh* G igglers ; wanton wo- 
men. 

Giles's, or St. Giles's, Breed. Fat, ragged, and fancy: 
Newton and Dyot flreets, the grand head-quarters of mofl 
of the thieves and pickpockets about London, are in St* 
Giles's parifh. St. Giles's Greek; the cant language, 
called alfo Slang, Pedlars' French and Flafh. 

N Gilflurt, 
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GiLFLURT. A proud minks, a vain capricious woman. 

Gill. The abbrevation of Gillian^ figuratively aled for 
woman. Every jack has his gill ; i. e. every jack has 
his gillian, or female mate. 

Gills. The clieeks. To lock rofy about the gills ; to have 
a frelh complexion. To look merry about the gills ; to ap- 
pear cheerful. 

GillyGaupus. a Scotch term for a tall, aukward feU 
low. 

Gilt, or Rum Dubber. A thief who picks locks, fo 
called from the gilt or pick-lock key : many of them are 
fo expert, that, from the lock of a church door to that of 
the fmalleil: cabinet, they vvill find means to open it: thefe 
go into reputable public houfes, where, pretending bufi- 
jitfs, they contrive to get into private rooms, up flairs, 
where they open any bureaus or trunks they happen to 
find there. 

Gimblet-eyed. Squinting, either in man or woman. 

Gimcrack, or Jimcrack. A fpruce wench; agimcrack 
alfo means a perfon who has a turn for mechanical contriv-p 
ances. 

Gin Spinner. A difliller. 

Gingambobs. Toys, bawbles; alfo a man's teflicles. See 
Thingambobs. 

Qinger-pated, or Ginger-hackled. Red-haired: a 
term borrowed from the cockpit, where red cocks are called 
gingers. 

Gingerbread, A cake made of treacle, flour, and 
grated ginger J alfo money. He has the gingerbread; he 
is rich. 

Gingerbread Work. Gilding and carving: thefe terms 
are particularly applied by feamen on board Ncwcaftle 
colliers, to the decorations of the flerns and quarters of 
Weil-India-men, which they have the greatefl joy in de- 
facing. 

Gingerly. Softly, gently, tenderly. To go gingerly to 
work ; to attempt a thing gently, or cautioufly. 

Qinny. An inilrument to lift up a grate, in order to fleal 
what is in the window. Ca^f» 

GlRiQS, 
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Gl&DS* Quips, taunts, fevere or biting refleftions. 
/Gizzard. To grumble in the gizzard; to be fecretly dif- 
pleafed. 

Glass Eyes, A nick name for one wearing fpeftacles. 

Glaymore. a Highland broad fword : from the Erfe 
glay, or glai<vet a fword ; and ^orcy great. 

Glaze. A window. Cant, 

Glazier. One who breaks windows and fhew glafTes, to 
Ileal goods expofed for fale. Glaziers ; eyes. Cant* — Is 
your father a glazier? a queftion afked'to a lad or young 
roan, who ilands between the fpeaker and the candle, or 
£re. If it is anfwered in the negative, the rejoinder is— I 
wi(h he was, that he might make a window through your 
body, to enable us to fee the fire or light, • 

Glib. Smooth, flippery. Glib-tongued ; talkative. 

Glim. A candle', or dark Ian thorn, ufed in houfebreaking ; 
aifo fire. To glim ; to burn in the hand. Cant, 

Glimfenders. Andirons. Cant, 

Glimflashy. Angry, or in a paffion. Cant, 

Glim jack. A link boy. Cant, 

Glimmer. Fire. Cant, 

Glimmerers. Perfons begging with fham licences, pre- 
tending loffes by fire. 

Glimstick. a candleflick. Cant. 

Globe. Pewter. Cant, 

Gloves. To give any one a pair of gloves ; to make them 
a prefent or bribe. To win a pair of gloves ; to kifs' a 
man whilfl he fleeps : for this a pair of gloves is due to 
any lady who will thus earn them. 

Gluepot. a parfon : from joining men and women toge- 
ther in matrimony. 

Glum. Sullen. 

Glybe. a writing. Cant, 

Go between. A pimp or bawd. 

Go BY THE Ground. A little fhort perfon, man or wo- 
man. 

Go Shop. The Queen's Head in Duke's court. Bow ftreet. 
Coven t garden ; frequented by the under players: where 
gin and water is fold in three-halfpenny bowls, called 

N 2 Goes; 
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Goes ; the gin is called Arrack. The go ; the faihion; 
as, large hats are all the go. 
Goads. Thofe who wheedle in chapmen for horfe dealers. 
Coaler's Coach. 'A hurdle: traitors being ufually con- 
veyed from the goal, to the place of execution, on a hnr* 
die or fledge. 
Goat. A lafcivious perfon. Goats gigg ; making the beaft 

with two backs, copulation* 
Gob. The mouth; alfo a bit or morfel : whence gobbets. 
Gift of the gob; wide-mouthed^ or one who fpeaka fluent* 
ly, or flngs well. 
Gob String. A bridle. 
Gobble P — k. A rampant, luflful woman** 
Gobbler. A turkey cock. 

God Permit. A flage coach: from that afledation of 
piety, frequently to be met with in advertifements of ftage 
coaches or waggons, where mofl of their undertakings are 
premifed with, ** if God permit.;'* or, ** God willing." 
Godfather. He who pays the reckoning, or anfwers for 
the refl of the company : as. Will you fland godfather, and 
we will take care of the brat ; i. e. repay you another 
time. Jurymen are alfo called godfathers, becaufe they 
name the crime the prifoner before them has been guilty 
of, whether felony, petit larceny, ice. 
Gog. All-a-gog; impatient, anxious or deflrous of ft 

thing. 
Gog and Magog. Two giants, whofe eiligies fland on. 
each flde of the clock in Guildhall, London ; of whon& 
there is a tradition, that, when they hear the clock flrike 
one, on the firfl of April, they will walk down from theic 
places. 
Goggles. Eyes: fee Ogles. Goggle eyes; large promi<» 

nent eyes. To goggle ; to flare. 
Going upon the Dub. Going out to break open, or 

pick the locks of, houfes. 
Gold Droppers. Sharpers who drop a piece of. gold, 
which they pick up in the prefence of fome unexperienced 
perfon, for whom the trap is laid; this they pretend to 
have found, and, as he faw them pick it up, they invite 

him 
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Kim to a public houfe to partake of it : wlien tliere, two 
or three of their comrogues drop in, as if by accid«at, and 
propofe cards, or fome other game, whea they ieidom fail 
of (tripping their prey. 
Gold Finder. One whofe employment is to empty oecer- 
fary houfes ; called ^lib a torn turd man, and night man :. 
the latter, from that bufinefs being always performed ia 
the night. 
Golden Fleece. The knights of this andent and Iumioot- 

able order, were a fociety about the year 1749. 
Got. D F I N CH • -One who has commoaly a purfe fall of goU* 

Goldfinches; guineas. 
Golgotha, or the Place of Sculls, Part of the TIic- 
atre at Oxford, where the heads of boaies iit ; tho& gen-* 
tlemen beings by^he wits of the uxuv«rfity, caJled Scalls. 
Gollumpus. a large, clusnfy fellow. 
Goloshes, i.e. Goliah^s ihoes. Large leathern clogs, wont 

by invalids over their ordinary (hoes. 
Good M4N. A word of various imports, according to tlie 
place where it is fpoken : 14 the city it means a ndi man ; 
at Hockley in the Hole, or St. Gileses, an expert boxer; 
at ^bagnio in Covent Garden, a vigorous fornicator; at 
an alehoufe or tavern, one who loves his pot or bottle; 
and fometimes, though but rarely, a virtuous man. 
Good Woman. A nondefcript, reprefented on a famoos 
fign in St. Giles's, in the form of a common woman, bat 
without a head. 
Goodyer'sPic. Like Goodyer's pig; never well but 

when in 4nifchief. 
Goose. A taylor's goofe ; a fmoothing iron ufed to prefs 
down the feams, for which purpofe it mud be heated : 
hence it is a jocular faying, that a taylor, be he ever fo 
poor, is always fure to have a goofe at his fire. He can- 
not fay boh ! to a goofe ; a faying of a bafhful or fheepifh 
. fellow. 
Goose Riding. A goofe, whofe neck is greafed, being fuf. 
pended by the legs to a cord tied to two trees or high pofts^ 
a number of men on horfeback, riding full fpeed, attempt 
to poll off the head ; which if they effe£l, the goofe is their 

pria». 
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prize. This has been pradifed in Dcrbyftiire within the 

memory of perfons now living. 
Gooseberry. He played up old goofebcrry among them ; 

faid of a perfon who> by force or threats^ faddenly puts an 

end ta a riot or difturbance. 
GoosEBBRRY-£Y£D. One wlth dull grey eyes^ like boiled* 

goofeberries, 
QoosEBERRY Wig. a large frizzled wig : perhaps, from 

a fuppofed likenefs to a goofeberry bufh. 
GoosECAP. A filly fellow, or woman. 
Go REE. Money, chiefly gold: perhaps from the traffick 

carried on at that place, which is chiefly for gold dull. 

Cant, 
GoRMACON. A m on Her with fix eyes, three months, four 

arms, eight legs, fiye on one fide and three on the other, 

three arfes, two tarfes, and a **** upon its back ; a man 

on horfeback, with a woman behind him. 
QoTCH-cuTTED. Pot-belUed : a gotch in Norfolk figni- 

fying a pitcher, or large round jug. 
To Gouge. To fqueeze out a man's eye with the thumb,: 

a cruel pradlice ufed by the Boflonians in America. 
To Grabble. To feize. To grabble the bit ; to feize any 

one's money. Cant, 
Grafted. Cuckolded, i. e. having horns grafted on his 

head. 
Grannam. Corn. 
Grannum's Gold. Hoarded money: fuppofed to have 

belonged to the grandmother of the pofl'eflbr. 
Granny. An abbrevation of grandmother ; alfo the name 

of an ideot, famous for licking her eye, who died Nov. 14, 

1 7 19. Go teach your granny to fuck eggs; faid to fuch 

as would inflrud any one in a matter he knows better than 

themfelves. 
Grapple the Rails. A cant name ufed in Ireland for 

whifkey. 
Grave Digger* Like a grave digger ; up to the a-fe In 

bufinefs, and don't know which way to turn. 
Gravy-eyed. Blear-eyed, one whofe eyes have a run- 
ning huiJlour. 

To 
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ToGrbase. To bribe. To greafe a maii in the fid; to 
bribe him. To greafe a fat few ih the a-fe ; to give to a 
rich man. Greafy chin ; a treat given to parifh officers in 
part of commutation for a baftard ; called alfo. Eating a 
child. 

Great Joseph. A furtout. Cant* 

Greedy Guts. A covetous or voracious perfon. 

Greek. St. Giles's &reek; the ilang lingo^ cant, or gib* 
beriih. , 

Green. Dodlor Green ; i. e.grafs: a phyfician, or rather 
medicine, found very fuccefsful in curing moft diforders 
to which horfes are liable. My horfe is not well, I (hall 
fend him to Dodor Green, 

Green Bag. An attorney : thofe gentlemen carry their 
clients deeds in a green bag ; and, it is faid, when they 
have no deeds to carry, frequently £11 them with an old 
pair of breeches, or any other trumpery, to give themfelves 
the appearance of buiinefs. 

Green Gown. To give a girl a green gown; to tumble 
her on the grafs. 

Xjreen Sickness. The difeafe of maids occafioned by 

celibacy. 

Green HE ad. An inexperienced young man. 

Greenhorn. A novice on the town, an undebauched 
young fellow, jufl initiated into the fociety of bucks and 
bloods. 

Greenwich Barbers. Retailers of fand from the pits at 
and about Greenwich in Kent : perhaps they are fly led 
Barbers, from their conflant fhaving the fand banks. 

Greenwich Goose. A penfioner of Greenwich Hofpital. 

Gregorian Tree. The gallows : fonamed from Gregory 
Brandon, a famous finifher of the law ; to whom Sir 
William Segar, garter king of arms (being impofed on by 
Brooke, a herald), granted a coat of arms. 

Grey Beard. Earthen juggs formerly ufed in public 
houfes for drawing ale : they had the figure of a man with 
a large beard flamped on them ; whence probably they 
took their name : fee Beti Jonfon^s Plays^ Bartbolomc-zj^ 
Fair, ^c. ^Cf Putch earthen j uggs, ufed for finuggling 

gin 
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gin on the coafls of EiTex and Suffolk^ are at this dne 
calJed grey beards. 

Grey Mare. The grey mare is the better horfe; faid of 
a woman who governs her hufband. 

Grey Parson. A farmer who rents the tythes of the rcAor 
or vicar. 

Grig. A farthing. A merry grig; a fellow as merry as 
a grig : an alluiion to the apparent litrelinefs of a grig» or 
young eel. 

Grim. Old Mr. Grim ; death. 

Grimalkin. A cat: mawkin fignifies a hate in Scot- 
land. 

Grin. To grin in a glafs cafe ; to be anatomized for mur- 
der : the fkeletons of many criminals are preferved in glafs 
cafes^ at fqrgeons hall. 

Grxnagog, the Cat's Uncle. A fooliih grinning fel- 
\ow, one who grins without reafon. 

Grinders. Teeth. Goofeberry grinder ; the breech. Alk 
bogey, the goofeberry grinder ; afk mine a-fe. 

G ROATs. To fave his groats ; to come off handfomely : at 
the univerfities, nine groats are depofited in the hands of 
an academic officer, by every perfon Handing for a degree; 
which if the depofitor obtains with honour, the groats are 
returned to him. 

Grog. Ram and water. Grog was firft introduced into 
the navy, about the year 1740, by Admiral Vernon, to 
prevent the failors intoxicating themfelves with their al* 
lowance of mm or fjpirits. Groggy, or grogified ; drunk. 

Grogged. A grogged horfe; a foundered horfe. 

Grog HAM. A horfe. Cant. 

G ROPERS. Blind men ; alfo midwives. 

Ground Sweat. A grave. , 

Grub. Viftuals. To grub; to dine. To ride grub ; to be 
fullen, or out of temper. 

Grub Street. A ftreet near .Moorfields, formerly the 
fuppofed habitation of many perfons who wrote for the 
bookfellers : hence a Grub-ftreet writer, means a hackney 
author, who manufadtures books for the bookfellers. 

Grub Street News. Lying intelligence. 

To 
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To GituBSHiTi. To make foul or dirty. 
Grumble. To grumble in the gizzard ; to murmur or lu- 
pine. He grumbled like a bear with a fore ear. 
Grxtmbletonian. a difcontented perfon ; one who is 

always railing at the time8> or miniilry* 
Grunter. a hog ; alfo a ihilling^ To grunt ; to groan^ or 

complain of ficknefs. 
GauNTEft's Gi(s. A fmoaked hog's face. 
Grunting Peck* Pork* bacon > or any kind of hog's fleih*- 
Gudgeon. One eaiily impofed on. To gudgeon ; to fwal* 

low the bait, or fall into a trap : from the fifh of that name> 
' which is fcafily taken. 

Gull. A Ample credulous fellow, eafily cheated. 
Gulled. Deceived, cheated, ' impofed on. 
GuLLGROPfikLs. Ufurers who lend money to the gafiieders. 
Gum. a buiive language. Come, let us have no more of 

your gum. 
GuMMT. Clumfy: particularly applied to the ancles of 

men or women, and the legs of horfes. 
Gumption, or Rum Gumption. Docility, comprehen« 

fion, capacity. 
Gun. He is in the gun ; he is drunk t perhaps from an aU 

luiion to a veflel called a gun, ufed for ale in the univeriities. 
Gundiguts. a fat, purfy fellow. 
Gunner's Daughtei^. To kifs the gunner's daughter; 

to be tied to a gun and flogged on the poUeriors : a mode 

of puniihing boys on board a (hip of war. 
Gunpowder. An old woman. Cant* 
Guts. My great guts are ready to eat my little ones ; my 

guts begin to think my throat's cut ; my guts curfe my 

teeth : all expreHions iignifying the party is extremely 

hungry. 
Guts and Garbage. A very fat man or woman. More 

guts than brains ; a filly fellow. 
Gutfoukderbd* Exceeding hungry « 
Gut Scraper, or Tormentor of Catgut. A fidler. 
Gutter Lane. The throat, the fwallow, the red lane. 

See Red Lane. 
Gutting a Quart Pot. Taking out the lining of it ; 

O i. e. 
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i.e. drinking it ofF. Gutting an oyfter; eating it. Gut- 
ting a houfe ; clearing it of its furniture. 

Guzzle. Liquor. To guzzle; to drink greedily. 

Guzzle Guts. One greedy of liquor. 

Gybe, or Jybe. Any writing or pafs with a fcal. 

Gybing. Jeering or ridiculing. 

Gyles, or Giles. Hopping Giles ; a nick name for a lame 
perfon : St. Giles was the tutelar faint of cripples. 

Gypsies. A fet of vagrants, who, to the great difgracc 
of our police, are fuffered to wander about the country. 
They pretend that they derive their origin from tht ancient 
Egyptians, who were famous for their knowledge in aftro- 
nomy, and other fclences ; and, under the pretence of for- 
tune telling, find means to rob or defraud the ignorant 
and fupcrflitious. To colour their impollures, they arti- 
ficially difcolour their faces, and fpeak a kind of gibberifh 
peculiar to thcmfelves. They rove up and down the coun- 
try in great companies, to the great terrour of the farmers^ 
from whofe gctCc, turkeys, and fowls^ they take very con- 
fiderable contributions. 

When a frelh recruit is admitted into the fraternity, he is to 
take the following oath, adminiftered by the principal 
maunder, after going through the annexed forms : 

Firft a new name is given him, by which he i« ever after to 
be called ; then (landing up in the middle of the affembly, 
and directing his face to the dimber damber, or principal 
man of the gang, he repeats the following oath, which is 
dilated to him by fome experienced member of the fra- 
ternity : 

I, Crank Cuffin, do fwear to be a true brother, and that I 
will in all things. obey the commands of the great tawney 
prince, and keep his counfcl, and not divulge the fecrets 
of my brethren. 

I will never leave nor forfake the company, but obferve and 
keep all the times- of appointment, either by day or by 
night, in every place whatever. 

I will not teach any one to cant, nor will I difclofe any of 
our myfteries to them. , 

I will take my prince's part againil all that iliall oppofc him, 

or 
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or any of us, accordiDg to the utmod of my ability ; nor 
will I faffer him, or any one belonging to us, to be abufed 
by any ftrange abrams, rufflers, hookers, pailliards, fwad- 
dl.ers, Irifii toyles, fwigmen, whip jacks, jarkmen, bawdy 
bafkets, dommerars, clapper dogeons, patricoes, or cur- 
tals ; but will defend him, or them, as much as I can, 
againft all other outliers whatever. I will not conceal 
aught I win out of libkins or from the ruffmans, but will 
preferve it for the ufe of the company. Laftly, I will 
cleave to my doxy v/ap ftiffly, and will bring her duds, 
margcry praters, goblers, grunting cheats, or tibs of the 
buttery, or any thing clfe I can come at, as winnings for 
her wappings. 
The canters have, it feems, a tradition, that from the three 
firft articles of this oath, the fir^ founders of a certain 
boaftful, worlhipful fraternity (who pretend to derive their 
origin from the earlieft times) borrowed both the hint 
and form of their eflablifhment; and that their pretended 
derivation from the firft Mam is a forgery, it being only 
from the firft Adam Tiler: fee Adam Tiler. At the 
admifilon of a new brothisr, a general ftock is raifed for 
booze, or drink, to make themfelves merry on the occafion. 
As for peckage, or eatables, they can procure it without 
money ; for while fome are fent to break the ruffmans, 
or woods and bufties, for firing, others are detached to 
filch %t^{t, chickens, hens, ducks (or mallards), and 
pigs. Their morts are their butchers, who prefently make 
bloody work with what living things are brought them ; 
and having made holes in the ground, under fome remote 
hedge in an obfcure place, they make a fire, and boil or 
broil their food; and, when it is enough, fall to work 
tooth and nail : and having eaten more like beafts than 
men, they drink more like fwine than human creatures^ 
entertaining one another all the time with fongs in the 
canting dialedl* 
As they live, fo they lie, together promifcuoufly, and know 
not how to claim a property either in their goods or chil- 
dren ; and this general intereft ties them more firmly to- 
gether, than if all their rags were twlfted into ropes, to 
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bind them indi^ahly from a ieptradon ; wliick dcuA<« 
able unioti is farther confolidated by the above oath* 

They droH up and down all fummer time in drOres, and 
dextroafly pick pockets, while they are telling of fo^aaes } 
and the money, rings, fiWcr thimbles, &c. which th^y 
get, are inflantly conveyed from one hand to aDOther^ 
till the remoteft perfon of the gang (who is not fafpe^ed 
becaafe they come not near the perfon robbed) gets pof-n 
feffion of it ; fo that, in the ilri£left fearch, it is almoft im- 
poflihle to recover it ; while the wretches with impreca-i 
tions, oaths, and proteftations, difclaim the thievery. 

That by which they are faid to get the moH money, is, 
when youtig gentlewomen of good families and reputation 
have happened to be with child before marriagej a romd 
fum is often beftowed among the gypfies, for fone one 
mort to take the child ; and as that is never heard of more 
by the true mother and family, fo the difgrace is kept 
concealed from the world \ and, if the child lives, it ne?eF, 
knows its parents. 

Gyp* a college runner or errand boy at Cambridge, called' 
at Oxford a fcont^ See Scovx* 
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ABERDASHER o? Pronouns. A fchoolmafter, o^t 

ulher. 
}I A c 1^ N ^ V Wn I T B H . One who writes for at tornies oy book- 

felleri^. 
Haqkum. Captain Hackum ; a bravo, a flaiher. 
{Iad 'em. He has been at Had 'em, and come home by 

Clapham } faid pf pne wl^Q bas caught ;he venereal difeafe, 
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HALBEftT. A wei^n carried by a ferjeant of foot. To get 
a halbert ; to be appointed a ferjeant* To be brought to 
the halberts; to be flogged a la milUaire ; foldiers of the in- 
fantry, when flogged, being commonly tied to three hai-» 
berts, fet up in a triangle, with a fourth faftened acrois 
them. He carries the halbert in his face ; a faying of one 
promoted from a ferjeant to a commiflion officer. 

Half a Hog. Sixpence. 

Half an Ounce. Half a crown : iilver being formerly 
eftimated at a crown, or five fliiilings, an ounce. 

HalfBord. Sixpence. Cant. 

Half Seas ov£&. Almoft drunk. 
^ Hallow. It was quite a hallow thing; i. e. a certainty, or 
decided buiinefs. 

Hamlet. A high conftable. Cant* 

Hams, or Hamcases. Breeches. 

Hand. A failor. We loft a hand ; we loft a failor« Bear a 
hand ; make hafte. Hand to fift ; oppofite ; the fame as 
tete a tete, or cheek by jowl. 

Hand and Pocket Shop. An eating houfe where ready 
money is paid for what is called for. 

Hand Basket Portion. A woman whofe hulband re- 
ceives frequent prefcnts from her father, or family, is faid 
to have a hand bafkec portion. 

Handle. To know how to handle one's fifts; to be ikilful 
in the art of boxing. 

Handsome. He is a handfome-bodied man in the face j 
a jeering commendation of an ugly fellow. Handfome is 
that handfome does ; a proverb frequently cited by ugly 
women. 

Handsome Reward. This, in advertifements, means a 
horfe-whipping. 

To Hang an Arse. To hang back, to hefitate. 

Hang Gallows Look. A thievifli or villainous appear^ 
ance. 

Hang in Chains. A vile, defperate fellow. Perfon^ 
guilty of murder, or other atrocious crimes, are frequent- 
ly, after execution, hanged on a gibbet, to which they 
^re fajlened by iron bandages; the gibbet is 'commonly 
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placed on or near the place where the crime was com* 
mittcd. 

Hakg it up. Score it up: fpeaking of a reckoning. 

Hanger on. A dependant. 

Kangman's WagIs. Thirteen pence halfpenny ; which, 
ac(^ording to the vulgar tradition, was thus allotted : one 
lliiliing for the execution, and three halfpence for the 
rope. N. B. This refers to former times ; the hangmen of 
the prefent day having, like other artificers, raifed their 
prices. The true ftate of this matter is, that a Scotti/h 
mark was the fee allowed for an execution, and the value 
of that piece was fettled by a proclamation of James I. at 
thirteen pence halfpenny. 

IIank. He has a hank on him ; i. e. an tfctndancy over 
him, or a hold upon him. A Smithfield hank ; an ox ren- 
dered furious by over-driving and barbarous treatment. 

Hanker. To hanker after anything; to have a longing 
after or for it. 

Hanktelo. a filly fellow. 

Hans in Kelder. Jack in the cellar, i. e. the child in 
the womb : a health frequently drank to breeding women, 
or their hufliands. 

Hap worth a Coperas. A vulgar pronunciation of 
habeas corpus. 

IIaro. Stale beer, nearly four, is faid to be hard. Hard 
alfo means fevere ; as, hard fate, a hird mafter. 

Hard at his A-se. Clofe after him. 

Hare. He has fwallowcd a hare; he is drunk : more pro- 
bably a hair, which requires wafhing down. 

Hark-ye-ing. Whifperingon one fide to borrow money. 

Harm AN. A con ft able. Cant, 

Harman Beck. A beadle. Cant^ 

Harmans. The flocks. Cant» 

Harp. To harp upon; to dwell upon a fubjeft. Have 
among you, my blind harpers ; an cxpreffion ufed in 
throwing or (hooting at random among a crowd. Harp is 
alfo the Iriih expreflion for woman, or tail, ufed in toffing 
up in Ireland : from Hibernia being reprefcnted with a 
harp on the reverfe of the copper coins of that country ; 

for 
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for which reafon it is^ in holding the copper^ i. e. tofling 
up, fometimes likewife called mufic. 

Harridan. A hagged old woman ; a miferable^ Craggy, 
worn-out harlot, fit to take her bawd's degree: derived 
from the French word haridelle^ a worn-out jade of a horfe 
or mare. 

Harry. A country fellow. Cant. — Old Harry ; the Devil, 

Harum scarum. He was running harum fcarura ; faid of 
any one running or walking carelefsly, and in a hurry, 
after they know not what. 

Hash. To flafh the hafh; to vomit. Cant. 

Hasty. Precipitate, paffionate. He is none of the Haft- 
ings fort ; a faying of a flow, loitering fellow : an aliuiion 
to the Hailings pea, which is the firil in feafon. 

Hasty Pudding. Flour and milk boiled to a moderate 
thicknefs, and eaten with fugar and butter. Figuratively, 
a wet, muddy road ; as. The way through Wandfworth is 
quite a hafty pudding. To eat hot hafty pudding for a 
laced hat, or fome other prize, is a common feat at wakec 
and fairs. 

Hat. Old hat; a woman's privities: becaufe frequently 
felt. 

Hatches. Under the hatches; in trouble, diilrefs, or 
debt. 

Hatchet Face. A long thin face. 

Havil. A (heep. Cant. 

Havy Cavy. Wavering, doubtful, fliilly Ihally, 

Hawk. Ware hawk ; the word to look fharp, a bye word 
when a bailiff pafTes. Hawk alfo fignifies a Iharper, in op- 
podtion to pigeon. See Pigeon. 

Hawkers. Licenfed itinerant retailers of diiTerent com- 
modities, called alfo pedlars; likewife the fellers of news 
papers. Hawking ; an effort to fpit up the thick phlegm^ 
called ^y?^r/ ; whence it is wit upon record, to afk the 
perfon fo doing whether he has a licence; a punning al* 
lufion to the A6t of hawkers and pedlars. 

To Hazle Gild. To beat any one with a hazlc flick. 

Head Cully of the Pass or Passage Bank. The top 
tilter of that gang throughout the whole army, who de- 
mands 
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mauds and receives contribatioA from all the pafs banks 

in the camp. , 

Head Rails. Teeth* &$a phrafe. 
Hearing Cheats. Ears. Cant. 
Heart's Ease. A tiventy fhiiliog piece) alfa one of the 

names for gin. 
Hearty Choak. He will have a hearty choak and caper 

fauce for breakfaft ; i. e. he will be hanged. 
Heathen* Philosopher. One whofe breech may be ieen 

through his pocket hole : this faying arofe from the old 

philofophers, many of whom defpifed the vanity of drefs 

to fuch a pointy as often to fall into the excefs complaiaed 

of. 
To Heave. To rob. To heave a cafe ; to rob a hoafe. To 

heave a bough ; to rob a booth. Cant. 
Heaver. The breaft.* Cant. 
Heavers. Thieves who make it their bufinefs to fteal 

tradefmen's fhop books. Cant. 
Hector. A bully, a fwaggering covirard. Tohedlor; to 

bully : probably from fuch perfons afFe£ling the valoar of 

Hedlor, the Trojan hero. 
Hedge. To make a hedge ; to fecure a bet, or wager, laid 

on one fide, by taking the odds on the other, fb that, let 
. what will happen, a certain gain is fecured, or hedged in, 

by the perfon who takes this precaution ; who is then faid 

to be on velvet. 
Hedge Alehouse. A fmall obfcure alehoafe. 
Hedge Creeper. A robbpr of hedges. 
Hedge Priest. An illiterate unbenificed curate, apatrico. 
Hedge Whore. An itinerant harlot, who bilks the bag- 
nios and bawdy houfes, by difpofmg of her favours on the 

way fide, under a hedge ; a low beggarly proftitute. 
He ELS. To be laid by the heels ; to be confined, or pat in 

prifon. Out at heels ; worn, or diminifhed : his eflate or 

affairs are out at heels. 
Heel Tap, A peg in the heel of a fhoe, taken out when 

it is finifhed. A perfon leaving any liquor in his glafs, is 

frequently called upon by the toafl mafler to take off hia. 

heel tap. 
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tlEtL. A taylor's repofitory for his flolen goods, called 
cabbage: fee Cabbagb. Little hell; a fmall dark co- 
vered pafTage, leading from London Wall to Bell Alley. 

Hell-born Babb. A lewd gracelefa youth, one naturally 
of a wicked difpofition. 

tlsLL Cat. a termagant, a vixen, a furious fcolding wo-> 
man. See Termagant and Vixen. 

Hbll Hound. A wicked abandoned fellow. 

Hblter Skelter. Jn defiance of order t compofed of the 
Cumberland words, helter, to halter or hang; and Jkelter^ 
or kdtert order or condition ; i. e. hang order ; as wc 
fay, hang forrow, &c. 

Hemp. Young hemp ; an appellation for a gtacelefs boy^ 

Hempen Fever. A man who was hanged is faid to have 
died of a hempen fever ; and, in Dorfetfhire, to have been 
Habbed with a Bridport dagger ; Bridport being a place 
famous for manufadluring hemp into cords. 

Hempen Widow. One whofe hufband was hanged; 

Hen-hearted. Cowardly. 

Hen House. A houfe where the woman rules ; called alfo 
zjhebou/e, zndi ben frigate : the latter a fea phrafe, ori- 
ginally applied to a fhip ; the captain of which had his 
wife on board, fuppofed to command him. 

Henpecked. A hufband governed by his wife, is faid to 
be henpecked. 

Here and Thereian. One who has no fettled place of 
reiidence. 

Herring. The devil a barrel the better hearing* all 
equally bad. 

Herring-guVted. Thin, as a fhotten herring. • 

Herring Pond. The fea. To crofs the herring pond at the 
•king's expence ; to be tranfporled. 

Hertfordshire Kindness. Drinking twice to the fame 

perfon. 
■HtccoBiTEs. The brethren of this mod ancient and joyous 
order, held their general court, Dec. 5^ 1750, at the Sun 
tavern, Filh-ftreet hill. 
HtCK. A country hick ; an ignorant clown. Cant. 
Hickey. Tipfey quafir hickuping. 
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HicKsius Doxius. Drunk.' 

HideandSeek. a childifh game. He plays at hide and 
feek ; a faying of one who is in fear of being arretted for 
debt^ or apprehended for fome crime, and therefore does 
not chufe to appear in public, but fecretly fkulks up and 
down. See Skulk. 

Hidebound. Stingy, hard of delivery: a poet poor ia 
invention, is faid to have a hidebound mufe. 

HiGGLEDY PiGGLEDY. Confufcdly mixed. 

High Eating. To eat Ikylarks in a garret. 

High Flyers. Tories, Jacobites. 

High Jinks. A gambler at dice, who, having a flrong 

• head, drinks to intoxicate his adverfary, or pigeon. 

High Living. To lodge in a garret, or cockloft. 

High Pad. A highwayman. Cant, 

High Ropes. To be on the high ropes ; to be in a paf- 
fion. 

High Shoon, or Clouted Shoon. A country clown. 

High Water. It is high water with him; he is full of 
money. 

Highgate. Sworn at Highgate— a ridiculous cuHom for- 
merly prevailed at the public houfes in Highgate, to ad- 
minifter a ludicrous oath to all travellers of the middling 
rank who flopped there. The party was fworn on a pair 
of horns, fattened on a ttick : the fubttance of the oath 
was, never to kifs the maid when he 'could ki.fs the mif- 
trefs, never to drink fmall beer when he could get ftrong, 
with many other injunctions of the like kind; to all which 
was added the faying claufe of, *' unlefs you like it 
** bett*" The perftn adminiftering the oath was always 
to be called Father by the juror ; and he, in return, was to 
ttyle him Son, under the penalty of a bottle. 

Hike, To hike off; to run away. Cant. 

Hind Leg. To kick out a hind leg; to make a rullic bow. 

HiNNEY, MY Honey. A north country hinney, particularly 
a Northumbrian : in that county, hinney is the general 
term of endearment. 

History of theFour Kings, or Child's Best Guide 
to THfi Gallows, A pack of cards. He ttudies the 

hittcry 
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biilory of the four kings afHduoufly; he plays much at 
cards. 
Hoaxing. Bantering, ridiculing. Hoaxing a quiz; jok* 
ing an odd fellow. Uni'verfity <wit. 

Hob, or Hobbinol. A clown. 

Hob or Nob. Will you hob or nob with me? aqueftion 
formerly in fafhion at polite tables, fignifying a requeft or 
challenge to drink a glafs of wine with the propofer ; 
if the party challenged anfwered Nob, they were to chufe 
whether white or red. This foolifh cuftom is faid to 
have originated in the days of gpud Queen Befs, thus : 
When great chimnies were in fafhion, there was at 
each corner of the hearth, or grate, a fmall elevated pro- 
jedlion, called the hob ; and behind it a feat. In winter 
time the beer was placed on the hob to warm ; and the 
cold beer was fet on a fmall table, faid to have been called 
the nob: fo that the queftion. Will you have hob or 
nob f feems only to have meant. Will you have warm 
qr cold beer ? i. e. beer from the hob, or beer from the nob. 

HoBBERDEHOY. Half a man and half a boy ; aladbetweea 
both. 

Hobbled. Impeded, interrupted, puzzled. To hobble; to 
walk lamely, 

HoBBLEDYGEB. A pacc between a walk and a run, a 
dog-trot. 

Hobby. 5ir Pollhumous's hobby; one nice or whimfical 
.in his clothes. 

Hobby Horse. A man's favourite amufeanent, or lludy, 
is called his hobby horfe. It alfo means a particular kind 
of fmall Irifh horfe ; and alfo a wooden one, fuch as is 
given to children. 

Hobby-horsical. a man who is a great keeper or rider 
of hobby horfes ; one that is apt to be ftrongly attached 
to his fyftems of amufement. 

Hobnail. A country clodhopper : from, the fhoes of coun- 
try farmers and ploughmen being commonly fluck full 
of hob nails, and even often clouted, or tipped with iron. 
The Devil ran over his face with hob nails in his fhoes ; 
faid of one pitted with the finall pox. 
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Hobson's Choice. That or none: from old Hobfon, a 
famous carrier of Cambridge, who ufed to let horfes to the 
iludents ; but never permitted them to chufe, always allot- 
ting each man the horfc he thought propereft for his man- 
ner of riding and treatment. 

Hocks. A vulgar appellation for the feet. You have left 
the marks of your dirty hocks on my clean flairs ; a fre- 
quent complaint from a mop-fquBezer to a footman. 

Hockey. Drunk with ftrong flale beer, called old hock. 
See HicKsius Doxius, and Hickby. 

Hocking, or Houghing. A piece of cruelty praftifcd by 
the butchers of Dublin, on foldiers, by cutting the tendon 
of Achilles : this has been by law made felony. 

Hocus pocus. NonTenlical words ufed by jugglers, prei^ous 
to their deceptions, as a kind of charm, or incantation. 
A celebrated writer fuppofes it to be a ludicrous corruption 
of the words, hoc eft corpus, ufed by the popifli priefts in 
confccrating the holl. Hocus is alfo ufed to cxprefs 
drunkennefs : as, he is quite hocus ; he is quite drunk. 

Hod. Brother Hod ; a familiar name for a bricklayer's la- 
bourer : frogi the hod which is ufe4 for carrying bricks 
and mortar. 

IJODDY DODDY, ALL A-SE A Np NO Bop Y. A fllOrt clum«r 

fy perfon, either male or female. 

Hodge, An abbreviation of Roger : a general name for a 
country booby. 

Hodge Podge, or Hotch Pot.. A mixture, 

HoDMANDODs. Suails in their (hells. 

}Iog. a (hilling. To drive one's hogs ; tofnore: the nolfe 
made by fome perfons in fnoring, being not much unlike 
the notes of that animal. He has brought his hogs to a 
fine market ; a faying of any one who has been remarkably 
fuccefsful in his affairs, and is fpoken ironically to fignify 
the contrary. A hog in armour ; an aukward or mean 
Rooking man or woman, finely dreiTed, is faid to look like 
a hog in armour. To hog a horfe's mane; to cut it fhort, 
fo that the ends of the hair (land up like hogs bridles. 
Jonian ho . ; an appellation given to the members of St. 
Jp)if>'s po 'g?, Cambridge. 
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Hoc GRYTBBBit. A liiean ftingy fellow. . 

Hoggish. Rude, unmaimerly, filthy.' 

HoGO. Corruption of haut goufi^ high tafte, or flavour; 
^commonly faid of fle(h fomewhat tainted. It has a con- . 
founded hogo ; it (links confoundedly. 

Hoist* To go upon the hoift ; to get into windows acci- 
dentally left open : this is done by the ailiftance of a con- 
federate, called the hoift, who leaps his head againft the 
wall, making his back a kind of ftep or afcent. 

Hoisting. A ludicrous ceremony formerly performed on 
every foldier, the firft time he appeared in the field after 
being ' married ; it was thus managed: As foon as the 
regiment, or company, had grounded their arms to red: 
a while, three or four men of the fame company to 
which the bridegroom belonged, feized* upon him, and 
patting a couple of bayonets out of the two comers of his 
hat, to reprefent horns, it Was placed on his head, the 
back part foremoft. He was then hoifted on the (boulders of 
two ftrong fellows, and carried round the arms, a drum 
and fife beating and playing the pioneers call, named 
Round Heads and Cuckolds, but on this occa(ion (lyled 
the Cuckold'9 March ; in pa(ring the colours, he was 
to take off his hat: this, in feme regiments, was prac- 
tifed by the ofiicers on their brethren. Hoifting, among 
pickpockets, is, fetting a man on his head, that his 
money, watch, &c. may fall out of his pockets ; thefe 
they pick up, and hold to be no robbery. See R£« 

VERSED. 

Hoity-toity. A hoity-toity wench ; a giddy, thought- 
lefs, romping girl. 

HoLBORN Hill. To ride backwards up Holborn hill; 
to go the gallows : the way to Tyburn, the place of execu- 
tion for criminals condemned in London, was up that hill. 
Criminals going to fuffer, always ride backwards ; as fome 
conceive, to increa(e the ignominy, but more probably to 
prevent their being (hocked with a diftant view of the 
gallows ; as, in amputations, furgeons conceal the inllru- 
ments with which they are going to operate. The lalb 
execution at Tyburn, and confj^uently of this proceilion, 

was 
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was in the year I784» iince wkick the criminals have been 
executed near Newgate. 

Hot ID AY. A holiday bowler ; a bad bowler. Blind man's 
holiday ; darknefs, night. A holiday ia any pare of a (hip's 
bottom, Itft uncovered in paying it. Sea term. It is all 
holiday : fee All Holiday. 

Holy Father. A butcher's boy of St. Patrick's Market, 
Dublin, or other Irifh blackguard ; among whom the 
exclamation, or oath. By the Holy Father (meaning the 
Pope), is common. 

Holy Lamb. A thorough-paced villain, Irijb. 

Holy Water. He loves him as the Devil loves holy water ; 
i. e. hates him mortally. Holy water, according to the 
• Roman Catholics, having the virtue to chafe away th« 

> Devil and his imps. 

Honest Man. A term frequently ufed by fuperiors to 
inferiors. As honefl a m^n as any in the cards when 
all the kings are out ; i. e. a knave. I dare not call 
thee rogue for fear of the law, faid a Quaker to an 
attorney ; but I will give thee five pounds, if thou canft 
£nd any creditable perfon who will fay thou art an hoiiefl 
man. 

Honest Woman. To marry a woman with whom one has 
cohabited as a miHrefs, is termed, making an honed 
woman of her. 

Honey Moon. The fir ft month after marriage. A poor 
honey ; a harmlefs, foolifh, good-natured fellow. It is 
all honey or all t — d with them ; faid of perfons who are 
cither in the extremity of friendfliip or enmity, either 
kifling or fighting. 

Hood- WINK ED. Blindfolded by a handkerchief, or other 
ligature, bound over the eyes. 

Hoof. To beat the hoof; to travel on foot. He hoofed it, 
or beat the hoof, every flep of the way from Chefter to 
London. 

Hook and Snivey, with Nix the Buffer. This rig 
confifts in feeding a man and a dog for nothing, and is 
carried on thus : Three men, one of whom pretends to be 
fickand unable to eat, go to a public houfe; the two well 

men 
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men make a bargain with the landlord for tlieir dinner, 
and, when he is out of fight, feed their pretended fick 
companion and dog gratis.* 

Hooked. Over-reached, tricked, caught: a fimile taken 
from filhing. •••• books ; fingers* 

Hookers* S^ Anglers. 

Hoop. To run the hoop ; an ancient marine cuflom. Four 
or more boys having their left hands tied fad to an iron 
hoop, and each of them a rope, called a nettle, in their 
right, being naked to the waift, wait the fignal to begin ; 
this being made by a flroke with a cat of nine tails, 
given by the boatfwain to one of the boys, he Urikes the 
boy before him, and every one does the fame : at firft the 
blbws are but gently adminiflered ; but each irritated by 
the ftrokes from the boy behind him, at length lays it ok 
in earneft. This was anciently pradifed when a fhip was 
wind-bound. 

To Hoop. To beat. I'll well hoop his ir her barref; 
1*11 beat him or her foundly. 

To Hop the TwiO. To rnn away. Cant, 

Hop Merchant. A dancing mafter. See Caper Mer- 
chant. 

Hop-o-MV-THUMB. A diminutivc perfon, man or wo- 
man. She was fuch a hop-o>my-thumb, that a pigeon, 
fitting on her ihoulder, might pick a pea out of her 
a-fe. 

Hopkins. Mr. Hopkins; a ludicrous addrefs to a lame or 
limping'man, being a pun on the word hop. 

Hopping Giles. A jeering appellation given to any perfon 
who limps, or is lame : St. Giles was the patron of crip- 
ples, lepers, &c. Churches dedicated to that faint com- 
monly fland out of town, many of them having been 
chapels to hofpitals. See Gyles. 

Hopper. AKSED. Having large projefting buttocks : from 
their refemblance to a fmall bafket, called a hopper, or 
hoppet, worn by hufbandmen for containing feed corn, 

' when they few the land. 

Horns. To draw in one's horns; to retradl an afTertioa 
through fear : metaphor borrowed from a fnail, who, on 

the 
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the apprehenfioii of danger^ draws in his hornsi &nd retires 
to his (hell. 
Horn Cholick. A temporary prtapifm* 
Horn Fair. An annual fair held at Charlton^ in Kent, 
on St. Luke's day, the 1 8th of Odtober. It coniifts of a 
riotous moby who, after a printed fummons difperfed 
through the adjacent towns, meet at Cuckolds Point, near 
Deptford, and march from thence in proceffion, through 
that town and Greenwich, to Charlton, with horns of 
different kinds upon their heads <$ an.d at the fair there 
are fold rams horns, and every A)rt of toy made of faorn ; 
even the gingerbread figures have horns. The valgar 
tradition gives the following hiftory of the origin of this 
fair: King John, or fome othet of our ancient kings, 
being at the palace of Eltham, in this neighbourhood, and 
having been out a hunting one day, rambled from his 
company to this place, then a mean hamlet ; when enter- 
ing a cottage to enquire his way, he was i^ruck with the 
beauty of the miilrefs, whom he found alene ; and having 
prevailed over her modefly, the hufband returning fud- 
denly, furprifed them together; and threatening tp kill 
them both, the king was obliged to difcover himfelf, and 
to compound for his fafety by a purfe of gold, and a 
grant of the land from this place to Cuckolds Point, be- 
fides making the hufband mafler of the hamlet. It is 
added that, in memory of this grant, and the occa£on of 
it, this fair was eilabliihed, for the fale of horns, and all 
forts of goods made with that material. A fermon is 
preached at Charlton church on the fair day. 

HornMaI). a perfon extremely jealous of his wife, is 
faid to be horn mad. Alfo a cuckold, who does not cut «r 
breed his horns eafily. 

Horn Work. CuckoKl making. 

HoRNiFiED. Cuckolded. 

Horse Buss. A kifs with a lo'ud fmack; alfo a bite. 

HoRiB CosER. A dealer in horfes ; vulgarly and cor- 
ruptly pronounced horfe courfer. The verb to co/e was 
ufed by the Scots, in the fenfe of bartering or ex- 
changing. 

Horse 
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KoRfel GottteoTRBR. A large mafcnline woinaiij a gehtlil 

manlike kind of a lady. 
HoasB Laddsr« a piece of Wiltfhire wit, which confifts 

in fending fome raw lad, or fimpleton, to a neighbouring 

farm honfe, io borrow a horfe ladder, in order to get op 

the horfes, to finifh a hay mow* 
JEToese's Mbal. a meal without drinking. 
HotTBtBK, i. e. oat ftealer. Hofleler was originally thd 

Bame for an inn-keeper ; Inns being in old Englifh ilyled 

lioftels, from the French fignifying the fame. 
Hot Pot. Ale and brandy made hot. 
Hot Stoi^ach. He has fo hot a fbmach, that he bands all 

the clothes off his back ; faid of one who pawns Ub 

clothes to pnrchafe liquor. 
House, orTsNEMBNT, to L^t. A widow^s weeds ; alfo 

an atchievement marking ^e death of a huiband, fet «poa 

the ontfide of the maniion : both fuppofed to indicate that 

the dolorous widow wants a male comforter. 
HoTDON. A romping girl. 

fivBBLE-BuBBLB. Confufion. A hubblc^bubble fellow) 
^^ man of confufed ideas, or one thick of fpeecfa, whofe 

words (bund like witter bubbling out of a bottle. Alfo an 

inftrument ufed for fmoaking through water in. the £aft 

Indies, called likewife a calooit, and hooker. 
lloBBLE BB 8»uFP. Confufedly. To fire bubble de fhuff* j 

to fire quick and irregularly. Old military Urm^ 
Hub BUB. A noife> riot, or difturbance. 
HucxLE BiY Bu^F. Becr, tggy and brandy^ made hot. 
HucKSTEBs. Itinerant retailers of provifions. H« is in 

huckfters handi ; he is in a bad way« 
To Hub. To laih. The cove was hued in the naikin ; the 

rogue was foundly lafhed in bridewell. Cant, 
To Huff. To reprove, or fcold at any one ; alfo tobluftisr^ 

bounce, ding, or fwagger. A captain huff; a noted 

bully. To ftand the huff; to be anfwerable for the 

reckoning in a public houfe. 
tluc. To hug brown befs ; to carry a firelock, or ferve as n 

private foWier. He hi^s it as the Devil hugs a witch) 

faid of one who holds any thing as if he was afraid of 

loiing it* 
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Ift^GOBE Mugger. Byflealth, privatel^f without making 
an appearance. They fpent their money in a hogger mug- 
ger way. 

HuGOTONTHEONBiQuiFFiNARiANs. A fociety exifting in. 
1748. 

HuLiCY, or Hulking. A great hulky fellow; an over- 
grown clumfy lout, or fellow. 

HuLVER-HEADED. Having a hard impenetrable head: 
hulver, in the Norfolf diale6i, iignifying holly^ a hard and 
folid wood. 

To Hum, or Humbug. To deceive, or impofe on one 

by fome ilory or device. A humbug ; a jocular impofition, 

' or deception. To hum and haw ; to hefitate in fpeech, al(b 

to delay, or be with difficulty brought to confent to any 

matter or buiinefs. 

HuM3. Perfons at church. There is a great number of 
hums in the autem ; there is a great congregation in the 
church. 

Hum Box. A pulpit. 

Hum Cap. Very old and ilrong beer, called alfo fiingo.- 
See Stingo. 

Hum Drum. A hum drum fellow ; a dull tedious narrator^ 
a bore ; alfo a fet of gentlemen, who (Bailey fays) ufed to 
meet near the Charter Houfe, or at the King's Head in St. 
John's Street, who had more of pleafantry, and lefs of 
myftery, than the Free Mafons. 

Hum Durgeon. An imaginary illnefs. He has got the 
hum durgeon, the thickeft part of his thigh is neareH his 
a-fc; i. e. nothing ails him except low fpirits. 

Humbugs. The brethren of the venerable fociety of 
humbngs was held at brother Hallam's, in Goodman'^ 
Fields. 

Hummer. Agreatlye, a rapper. See Rapper. 

Humming Liquor. Double ale, flout pharaoh. See 
Pharaoh. 

Hum mums. A bagnio, or bathing houfe. 

Hum ST RUM. A mufical inflrument made of a mopflick, 
a bladder, and fome packthread, thence alfo called bladder 
^nd ftring, and hurdy gurdy ; it is played on like a violin,' 

which 
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4¥hich is Tometimes ludicronfly called a bumftr'am : 
times, inftead of a bladder^ a tin caaifler is ufed, • 

Hu MP. To Ji a mp ; once a fafliionable word for copulation. '■ 

HuMFTY DuMPTY. A.Httle humpty dumpty man or wo-** 
man ; a fhort dumfy perfon of either fex : alfo ale boiled 
with brandy. 

To Hunch. To joflle, or thruft, 

HvNCH-BACKED. Hump-backcd. 

Hunks. A covetous miferable fellow, a mifer; alfb the 
name of a famous bear, mentioned by Ben.Jonfon. 

Hunt's Dog. He is like Hunt's dog, will neither go to 
church nor ilay at home. One Hunt, a labouring man at 
a fmall town in Shropfhire, kept a maftiff, who on being 
ihut up on Sundays, whilft his mailer went to church, ^ 
howled fo terribly as tadifturb the whole village; where- 
fore his qiader refolved to take him to church with him : 
but when he came to the church door, the dog having 
perhaps formerly been whipped out by the fexton, refufed 
to enter ; whereupon Hunt exclaimed loudly againft hia 
dog's obflinacy, who would neitTier go to cHulrcK' nor ftay ' 
at home. This fhortly became ^ bye word for difcontented 
and whimtical perfons. 

Hunting. Prawing in unwary perfons to play or game. 
Cant. 

Hunting thb S(^irrel. An amufement pra£lifed by 
poft boys, and flage coachmen, which confifts in following 
a one-horfe chaife, and driving it before them, pailing 
clofe to it, fo as to bruOi the wheel, and by. oth^r means 
terrifying any woman or perfon that may be in it. A 
man whofe turn comes for him to drink, before he has 
emptied his former glafs, is faid to be hunted. 

Hunts up. The reveillier of huntfQien^ founded on the 
French horn, or other inftrument. 

Hurdy GouRDY. A kind of fiddle, made perhaps out of a 
gourd : at prefent it is confounded with tl\e humftrum* 
$ee Humstrum* 

HuRLY Burly. A rout, riot, buftle, or confufion* 

Hush, Hufh the cull ; murder the fellow. 

Hv$9 Money* Money given to hufh up or conceal a rob* 

Q^z ' bery^ 
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4w^> dieftf or any other offence, or to take off die eri* 

cTince from appearing againft a criminal. 
HvsxiTLOua. A guinea, or job. Ca»t» 
HtrssAE-LBc aoLLUF. A meeting of a clob fo Called^ wae 

advertifed A. D. 1747* 
Jiussr* An abbreviation of houfewife, bat bow always 

ttfed as a term of reproach ; as. How now, hufly I or, Sbo 

is a light huffy. 
IJuzzA. Said to have originally been the cry of the huxzan^ 

or Hungarian light horfe ; but now the national ihoQt of 

the Engliih, both civil and military, in the fea phrafe 

termed a cheer ; to give three cheers being to huzza 

thrice. 
Htp, or Hip. A mode of calling to one paffing by. Hip^i 

Michael, your head's on fire ; a piece of vulgar wi^ ta a 

zed-haired man. 
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ABBER, To talk thick and fail, as great praters ufoally 
do, to chatter like a magpye ; alfo to fpeak a foreign Ian«« 
guage. He jabbered to me in his damned outlandiih par-i 
lez vous, but I could not underftand him ; he chattered 
to me in French, or fome other foreign language, but | 
could not underftand him. 

Jack. A farthing, a fmall bowl ferving as the mark fojr 
bowlers, an inflrument for pulling off boots. 

Jack Ad a m s . A fool. Jack Adams's parifh ; ClerkenweU* 

Jack AT A Pinch. A poor hackney parfon. 

Jack in a Box. A Iharper, or cheat. 

]4CK IN AN QpricE* An infolent fellow in authority* 

Jack ' 
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JACK Ketch. The hangman: vide DfiRaiCK and Kbtcr* 
Jack Nasty Face. A fea tern^ fignifjriog a common 

failor. 
Jack of Legs. A tall long-legged man ; alfo a giaqt^ faid 
to be buried in Wefton churchy near Baldock> in Heru 
fordihire. where there are two ftones fborteen feet di^nt« 
faid to be the head and feet ftones of his gr^ve« This 
giant, fays Salmon^ as fame goes, lived in a wood here» 
find was a great robber^ but a generous one ; for he plan^ 
dered the rich to feed the poor : he frequently took hiead 
for this purpofe ^om the Baldock bakers, who catching 
him at an advantage, put out his eyes, and afterward^ 
hanged him apon a knoll in Baldock field. At fait 
death he made one requeft, which was, that he might 
have his bow aiid irrow put into his hand, and on 
ihooting it off, where the arrow fell, they would bury him j 
which being granted, the arrow fell in Wefton church- 
yard^ About feventy years ago, a very large thigh bona 
was taken out of the church cheft, where it had lain many 
years for a fliow, and wa$ fold by the clerk to Sir John 
TredeiMn» wbp» it is faid, put it up among the rarities of 
Oxford. 

Jack Px^qdeh, The merry andrew, zany, or jefter to a 
mountebank. 

Jack Robinsoit. Before one could fay Jack Robinfbn ; a 
faying to exprefs a very fhort time, originating from a 
very volatile gentleman of that appellation, who woold 
call on his neighbours, and be gone before his name could 
be announced. 

Jack Sprat. A dwarf, or diminutive felloWf 

Jack Tak, A failor* 

Jack Weight* A fat man. 

Jack Whore, A large nufculine oyerg r own wench^ 

jfACKANAPESt An apc ; a pert, u^y, little fellow. 

Jackeo^ Spavined, A jacked horfe* 

Jackmir. SeejA]^KMEv. 

Jacob. A ladder: perhaps from Jacob't dream# Cani. 
Alfo the common name for a jay, jays ^ being nfnally 
faughttofayt Poor Jacob! acnpcffadcfor Jacob. 

Jacobites. 
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Jacobites. Sbim or collar ihirts. Alfo partizans for die 

Stuart family : from the name of the abdicated king, i. e. 

James or Jacobas. It is faid by the whigs, that God 

changed Jacob's name to Ifrael, leaft the defcendaots of 

. that patriarch fhonld be called Jacobites. 

Jade. . A term of reproach to women. 

Jague. a ditch : perhaps from jakes. 

Jail Birds. Prifoners. 

Jakes. A houfe of office, a cacatorium. 

Jammed. Hanged. Cant, 

Janizaries. The mob> fome times fo called; alfo bailiffs, 

.. their fetters^ .and followers. , 

Japanned. Ordained. To be japanned; to enter in* 
to holy orders, to become a clergyman, to put on the 
black cloth ; from the colour of the japan ware, which is 
black. 

Jark. a feal. 

Jarkhen* Thofe who fabricate counterfeit pafles, licences, 
and certificates for b^ggSLrs. 

Jason's Fleece. A citizen cheated of his gold. 

Jaw. Speech, difcourfc. Give us none of your jaw; let as 
have none of your difcourfc. A jaw-me-cead ; a talkative 
fellow. Jaw work ; a cry ufed in fairs by the fellers of 
nuts. 

Jaziy. a bob wig. 

Idea Pot. The knowledge box, the head. See Know- 
ledge Box. 

Jeku. To drive jehu- like; to drive furioufly : from a king 
of Ifrael of that name, who was a famous charioteer, and 
mentioned as fuch in the Bible, 

Jem. a gold ring. Cant, 

Jemmy Fellow. A fmart fpruce fellow. 

Jenny. .An inilrtiment, for lifting up the grate or top of a 
ihow glafi, in order to rob,it. Cajtt. 

Jerry cuMMUMBLE.^ To (hake, towzle, or tumble about. 

Jerry Sneak. A henpecked hufband: from a celebrated 
charader in one of Mr. Foote's plays, reprefenting a m^VL 
governed by his wife. 

Jessamx, a fmart jenamy fellow, a fopling. 

' '. Jesuit, 
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JrsuiT. See To Box THE Jesuit.^ 

Jesuitical. Sly, evaiive, eqaivocal* A jefuitical anfwer ; 
an equivocal anfwer. - 

Jet. a lawyer. Autem jet ; a paribn. 

Jew. An over-reaching dealer^ or Hard, fliarp fellow; an 
extortioner : the brokers behind St. Clement's church in 
the Strand^ were formerly called Jews by their brethren the 
taylors. 

Jew Bail. Infufficient bail, commonly Jews^ who for a 
fum of money will bail any adion whatfoever^ and juflify, 
that is, fwear to their fufficiency ; but> when called on, 
are not to be found. 

Jbw*s Eye. That's worth a Jew's eye ; a pleafant or 
agreeable fignt : a faying taken from Shakefpfeare. 

Jibber the Kibber. A method of deceiving feamen, hj 
fixing a candle and lanthom round the neck of a horfe, one 
of whofc fore feet is tied up ; this at night has the appear- 
ance of a (hip's light. Ships bearing towards it, run on 
ihore, and being wrecked, are plundered by the inha* 
bitants. This diabolical device is, it is faid, pradifed by 
the inhabitants of our weftern coafb. 

Jig. a trick. A pleafant jig ; a witty arch trick. Alfo a 
lock or door. 

Jigger. A whipping poft. Cant. 

Jilt. A tricking woman, who encourages the addrefTes of 
a man whom (he means to deceive and abandon. ^ 

Jilted. Rejedled by a woman who has encouraged one's 
advances. 

Jingle Boxes. Leathern jacks tipped with filver, and 
hung with bells, formerly in ufe among fuddle caps. Cani. 

Jingle Brains. A wild, thoughtlefs, rattling fellow. 

JiNGLERS. Horfe cofers, frequenting country fairs. Cant. 

Ill-fortune, or The Picture of Ill-luck. A nine- 
penny piece. 

Impost Takers. .Ufurers who attend the gaming tables, 
and lend money at great premiums. 

Impudent Stealing. Cutting out the backs of coach«s, 
and' robbing the feats. 

Impure. A modern term for a lady of eafy virtue. 

Inching. 
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|KcntN<$. Eticroadilng. 

In DISS. Blacic Indies ; Newcaftle. 

Imdorsbr. a fodomite. To ihdorie with ft cudgel ; td JbrtA 
or beat a man over the back with a fSck, to lay came open 
Abel. 

Im KLB WEAVBis. Suppoied to bd a verjr brotherly (et of 
people; 'as great as two inkle weavers' being a proverbial 
faying. 

Inlaid. Well inlaid) ib eafy circuilifiancesj Ach, or Well to 
pafs. 

Innocbnts. One of the innocents ; a weak or fimple per-' 
fon^ man or woman. 

Job. a guinea. 

Jop's CoMFOBT. Reproof inHead of confolation. 

Job's Compo&tbb. One who brings news of fome addi^ 
tional misfortune. 

Job's Dock. He is laid up in Job's dock; i. e. in a faliva-^ 
tion. The apartments for the foul or venereal patients im 
St. Bartholomew's hofpitaL are called Job's ward* 

Jobation. A reproof. 

Jobbbbnole. The head. 

To Job E. To reprove or reprehend*. Camlrid^i firm. 

Jock, or Crowdy-hbaded Jock. A jeering appelta- 
tion for a north-country feaman» particularly a col- 
lier ; Jock being a common name, and crowdy the chief 
food, of the lower order of the people in Northnm-- 
berland. 

To Jock, or Jockum cloy. To enjoy a woman. 

JocKUM Gage. A chamber pot, Jordan, looking-glafs, of^ 
member^mug. Cant. 

JoGG-TBOT. Tokeeponajogg-trot; to get on with a flow 

but regular pace. 
Johnny Bum. A he or jack afs : fo called by a lady that 
affedled to be extremely polite and modeft, who would 
not fay Jack becaufe it was vulgar^ nor afs becaufe it WM 

indecent. 
Joint. To hit a joint in carving, the operator muft think 
of a cuckold. To put one's nofe out of joint ; to rival 
one in the favour of .a patron or Biftri&. 

JOLLT. 
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JoLLT, or Jolly Nob. The head. I'll lump yoar jolly 
nob for you ; I'll give yott a knock on the head. 

Jolly Dog. A merry facetious fellow ; a iouvivant, who 
never flinches from his gla(^, nor cries to go home to bed. 

JoLTia H^AD. A large head; mets^horically, a flupid 
fellow. 

JoRDAiN. A great blow, or ftaff. I'll tip him a jordain if 
I tranfnear ; i. <• Til give him a blow with my ftaff, if X 
come near him. Cant. 

JoilLDAK. A chamber pot. 

Jo K u M . A j ug, or large pitcher. 

Jo8£PH. A woman's great coat. AIfo> a iheepiih baihful 
young fellow: an allnfion to Jofeph who fled from Po« 
tiphar's wife. Yon are Jofephus rex ; yoa are jo-king, 
i. e. joking. 

Jowl. The cheek* Cheek by jowl; clofe together, or 
cheek to cheek. . 

Irish ApaicoTSk Potatoes. It is il common joke againil 
the Irifli veflTels, to fay they are loaded with fruit and tim« 
ber^ that is, potatoes and broomflicks. Irifli aflurance ; a 
bold forward behaviour : as being dipt in the river Styx was 
formerly fuppofed to render perfons invulnerable, fo it is 
faid that a dipping in the river Shannon totally annihilates 
baflifnlnefs; whence arifes the faying of an impudent 
Irifliman, that he has been dipped in the Shannon. 

Irish Bvidencb. A falfe witnefs. 

Irish Legs. Thick legs, jocularly flyled the Irifli arms. 
It is faid of the Irifli women, that they have a difpenfation 

^ from the Pope to wear the thick end of their legs down-^ 
wards. 

Irish Toyles. Thieves who carry about pins, laces, and 
other pedlars wares, and under the pretence of offering 
their goods to fale, rob houfes, or pilfer any thing they 
can lay hold of. 

Iron. Money in general. To polifli the king's iron with 
one's eye brows ; to look out of grated or prifon windows, 
or, as the Irifliman exprefled them, the iron glafs windows. 
Iron doublet ; a prifon. See Stone Doublet. 

Isonmonger's Shop. To keep an ironmonger's fliop by 

R the 
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the fide of a common, where the iherifFfets one up ; to be 
hanged in chains. Iron-bound ; laced. An iron-bound 
hat ; a filver^laced hat. 

Island. He drank out of the bottle till he faw the iiland : 
the ifland is the rifing bottom of a wine bottle, -which 
appears like an ifland in the center, before the bottle ia 
quite empty. 

Itchland, or Scratchland. Scotland. 

JuGG. See Double Jugg. 

Jugler's Box. The engine for burning culprits in the 
hand. Cant, 

J UK RUM. A licence. 

JuMBLBouT Lane. A rough road or lane. 

Jujtfp. The jump, or dining room jump; a fpeciei of 
robbery effedted by afcending a ladder placed by a (ham 
lamp-lighter, againft the houfe intended to be robbed. It 
is fo called, becaufe, fliould the lamp-lighter be put to 
flight, the thief who afcended the ladder has no means of. 
efcape but that of jumping down. 

Jumpers. Perfons who rob houfes by getting in at the win- 
dows. Alfo a fed of Methodifts eflabliihed in South 
Wales. 

Juniper Lecture. A round fcolding bout. 

Jury Leg. A wooden leg : allufion to a jury maft, which is 
a temporary fnbflitute for a mail; carried away by a flonii» 
or any other accident. Seaphra/e, 

Jury Mast, hjoumiere mail ; i. e. a maft for the day or 
occafion. 

JusT-Ass. A punning appellation for a juftice. 

Ivy Bush. Like an owl in an ivy bufli; a fimile for a 
meagre or weazle faced man, with a large wig, or wy 
bufhy hair. 



Kg 



K 



K. 



KEN 



»ATE«- A picklock. 'Tis a mm kate; it i» a. clever 
picklock. Cani^* 

KtBh BuLLiB». Men eoiplojed to load and onload the 
coal veflels. . 

Keelhauling; A panilhment in nfe among the Dutch 
feamen> in which, for certain offences, the delinquent is 
drawn once, oroftener, under the (hip's keel; Indicroufly 
defined, undergoing a great hard-ftip. 

To Keep. To inhabit. Lord, where do yon keep? i. e. 
where are your rooms ? Acadtmkal phrafei 

To JJ^EEP i^ UP. To prolong a debanch. We keptie up 
jfinely la'ft night; metaphor drawn from the game at (hut* 
tlecock. 

Keeping Cvlly. One who keeps a miffrefs, as he fup* 
pofes, for his own ufe, bat really for. that of the public. 

Keepel. a horfe. Weljh* 

Kelteh. Conditiett> ^der* Out of kelter; out of order. 

Kemp's Morris. William Kemp, faid to have been the 
original Dogberry in Much ado about Nothing, danced a 
morris from Londcm to Norwich in nine days ; of which 
he prih>ted the accodnf, A^ D. 1600, indtled, Kemp's 
Nine I>ays Wonder, &€, 

Kbmp'^ Sti'OEs. Would I had KJtfmp's flio^ to throw ^fcer 
you. Bm Jon/on, Perhaps Kemp was a man remark- 
able for his good lack or fortune \ throwing an old fhoe, 
or fhoes, after any one going on an important bufinefs^ 
being by the vnlgar deeined lucky. 
•Ken. a honfe. A bob ken, or a bowman ken; a well- 
furnifhed houfe, alfoa houfe that hkrboars thieves, Biting 
the ken ; robbing the hofire. CanU 

KbnMillbk, or ItfiN Ca'ACKER. Ahoafebreakcr. Cant. 

Kb NT- street Ejeot'ment. To take away the ftreet 
door : a method pradifed by the landlords in .Kenc-ilre^t, 
Sottthwark, wh^n their tenants aie above a. fortnight's 
rent i^ arrear. 

R ^ Kerry 
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Kkrry Security. Bon^^ pledge, oath> and keep the 

money. 
Ketch. Jack Ketch ; « general name for the finifhers of 
the lawy or hangmen, ever iince the year 1682, when the 
o£ice was filled. by a famoas praditioner of that aame^ 
of whom his wife faid, that any bungl.er might put a man 
to death, but only her huiband kiiew how to make a gen- 
tleman die fweetly. This officer is mentioned in Butler's 
■ Ghoft, page 54, publiihed about the year i6Sz, in th( 
following lines : 

Till Kttch obfer<vtng he nuas cbous'd. 

And in his profits much abus*d. 

In open hall the tnbute dunn*d, 

To do his office y or refund, 
Mr. Ketch had not long been elevated to his office, for the 
same of his predecefTor Dun occurs in the former part of 
this poem, page 29 : 

F or yau your/elf to a^fquireDun, 

Such ignomir.y ne^erfivw the fun* 
The addition of ' fquire,' v^ith which Mr. Dun is here dig* 
pi£ed, is a mark that he had beh^ded fome fiate criminal 
for high trealbn ; an operation which, according to cufloqpt 
for time out of mind, has always entitled the operator to 
that diHindlion. The predecefTor of Dun was Gregory 
Brandon, from whom the gallows was called the Grego- 
rian tree, by which name it is mentioned in tbe prologue 
to Mercurius Pragmaticus, a tragi-comedy a^ed at Pari^^ 
&c. 1641 : 

This tremhles under the black rod, and he 

D.oth fear his fate fr9m the Gregorian tree, 
Gregory Brandon fucceeded Derrick. See Derrick^ 
Kettle Drums. Cupid's kettle drums ; a woman's breafbj 

called by failors cheft and bedding. 
Kettlb of Fish. When a perfon has perplexed his 
affairs in general, or any particular bufmefs, he is faid to 
have made a £ne kettle of fiOi of it. 
Khajbar. The worthy brethren of this order met, A. D^ 

;749, at the Nag's Head, Tothill-flreet, Weftrainfter. 
Kicks. Breeches. 4 high kick ; the tgp of the faf)iion^ 
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It is all the kick i it is the prefe&t mode. Tip tts your 
kicks, we'll have them as well as your lour ; pull off your 
breeches, for wemuft have them as w^ll as your money. A 
kick; iixpence. Two and a kick; half-a-rcrpwn. A 
kick in the guts ; a dram of gin, or any other fpiritnous 
liquor. A kick up ; a difturbance, alfo a hop or dance. 
An odd kick in one's gallop ; a Urange whim or pecu* 
liarity; 

To Kick the Bucket. To die. He kicked the bucket 
one day ; he died one day. 

KiCKBaAPOo. Dead. Ntgro<word* 

Kickshaws. French diflies s corruption of quelfue choft. 

Kid. a child. 

Kid Lay. Rogues who make it their buiinefs to defraud 
young apprentices, or errand boys, of goods committed to 
their charge, by prevailing on them to execute fome tri«* 
fling meflage, pretending to take care of their parcels till 
they come back \ thefe are, in cant terms, faid to be on 
the kid lay. 

Kidder. A foreftaller : fee Ckocker. Kidders are alfo 
perfons employed by the gardeners to gather peafe. 

Kiddy Nipfbrs. Taylors out of work, who cut off the 
waiftcoat pockets of their brethren, when crofs-legged on 
the board, thereby grabbling their bit. Cant, 

Kidnapper. Originally one who ftole or decoyed children 
or apprentices, from their parents or mailers, to fend them 
to the colonies ; called alfo fpiriting : but now ufed for all 
recruiting crimps for the king's troops, or thofe of the 
£a(l India company, and agents for indenting fervancs for 
the plantations, &c. 

Kidney. Difpoiition, principles, humour. Of a ilrange 
kidney ; of an odd or unaccountable humour. A man of 
a different kidney ; a man of different principles. 

Kilkenny. An old frize coat. 

Kill Care Club. The members of this club, flyled alfo 
the Sons of Sound Senfe and Satisfadlion^ met at their 
fbrtrefs, the CafWe tavern, in Pater-nofler-row« 

K>LL Devil. Newflill-burnt rum, 

KfLL f RiEST. Port wine. 

To 
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To Ktmbaw. . To tricky cheat, or cozen ; tlfo to beat or to 
bully* Let's kimbaw the cull; let's bully the fellow* 
To fet one's arms a- kimbaw, vulgarly pronounced a- 
kimbo, 13 to refl one's hands on the hips, keeping the 
elbows fquar-e, and flicking out from the body ; an infolent 
bullying attitude. Cant, 

Kinchin.' A little child. Kinchin cocs; orphan* beggar 
boys, educated in thieving. Kinchin morts; young girls 
under the like circumftances and training. Kinchin morts, 
or coes in flates ; beggars children carried af their mothers 
backs in fheets. Kinchin cove; a little man. Cant. 

King's Bad fiAitOAiN. On£ of the king's bad bargains; 
a malingeror, or foldier who ihirks his duty. 

King's {Iead Inn, or Cheojier Inn, in Newgate- 
stile et. The prifon of Newgate^ . 

King John's Men. He is one of king John^s men, eight 
fcore tathe hundred ; a faying of a little underfized. man. 

King op the Gypsies. The captain, chlefj or ringleader 
of the gang of mifrule ; in the cant language called alfo 
the upriglit man. 

King's Pictures. Coin, money. 

Kingdoi^ Come. He is gone to kingdom come; he is 
dead. 

KiP« The fkin of a large calf, in the language of. the Ex* 
cife Office. 

Kiss mine A-8b. An oifer, as Fielding obferves, very 
frequently made, but never, as he could learn, literally 
accepted. A kifs mine a-fe fellow ; a fycophant. 

Kissing Crust. Th^t part where tbe loAves have touched 
in the oven. 

Kit. a dancing matter : fo called frOm his kit or cittern, 
a fmall £ddle, which dancing mailers always carry about 
with them, to play to their fcholars. The kit is likewife 
the whole of a foldier's neceiTaries, the contents of his 
knapfack : and is ufed alfo to exprefs the whole of different 
commodities ; as. Here, take the whole kit; i. e. take all. 

Kit-cat Club. A fociety of gentlemen, eminent for wit 
and learning, who in the reign of Queeq Anne and 
George I. met at a houfe kept by on^ Chrifiopber Qat. 

Tk« 
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The portraits of moll of the members of this fociety were 
painted by Sir Godfrey Kaellef^ of one iize; thence ilill. 
called the kit-eat ilsse. 
Kitchen Physick, Food, good meat roaft. or boiled. A 
little kitchen phyiic will fet him up ; he has more need o£ 
a cook than a dodor. , .^ 

Kittle Pxtchehing. A jocular method of hobblipg. 
pr bothering a troublefpme teller of long ilories : this is 
done by con tradiding feme very immaterial. circumlhtnce at 
the beginning of the narration , the objedions to which 
being fettled^ others are immecli^tely ilarted to fome new 
particular of like cohfequence ; thus impeding, or rather 
not fuffering him. to enter into, the main ftory* Kittle 
pitchering is, often pradifed in co^federmry, one relieving 
the other, by which the defign is rendered lefs obvious. 
Knack Shop. A toy ihop, a nick-nack-atory. 

Knapper's Poll. A (heep's head. Cant, 

KwAVE IN Grain. A knave of the firft rate: a phrafc 
borrowed from the dyehoufe, where certain colours are 
faid to be in grain, to denote their fuperiority, as being 
dyed with cochineal, called grain. Knave in grain is 
likewife a pun applied to a cprnfador or miller. 

Knight of the Blade. A bully. 

Knight of the Post. A falfe evidence, one that is 
ready to fwear any thing for hire. 

Knight of the Rainbow. A footman : from the varietur 
of colours in the liveries and trimming of gentlemen of 
that cloth. 

Knight op the Road. A highwayman. 

Knight of the Sheers. A taylor. 

Knight op the Thimble, or Needle. A taylor or 
(lay maker. 

Knight op the Trencher. A great eater. 

Knight and Barrow Pig, more hog tha% gentleman. 
A faying of any low pretender to precedency- 

Knob. The head. See Nob. 

Knock. To knock a woman ; to have carnal knowledge of 
her. To knock oiF; to conclude: phrafe borrowed from 
the blackfmith. To knock under ; to fubrait. 

Kkocic 
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Knock ms Down. Strong ale or beer> ftingo. 

Knot. A crew, gang, or fraternity. He has tied a kncC 
with his tongue^ that he cannot untie with his teeth ; i. e. 
he is married. 

Knowing Ones* Sport fnien on the turf, who> from est* 
perience and an acquaintance with the Jockies, are fappofed 
to be in the fecret, that is, to know the true merits ot 
powers of each horfe; notwithftanding which it often 
happens that the knowing ones are taken in. 

Knowledge Box. The head. 

Knuckles. Pickpockets who attend the avenues to public 
places, to ileal pocket books, watches, &c. a faperior 
kind of pickpockets. To knuckle to ; to fubmit. 

Knuckledabs, or Knuckle Confounders. Ruffles* 
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rACED Mutton. A woman. 
Lacing. Beating. Til lace your jacket handfomely« 
Ladder. To go up the ladder to reft ; to be hanged. 
Lady. A crooked or hump-backed woman. 
Lady or Easy Virtue. A woman of the town, ail 

impure, aproftitute. 
Ladybirds. Light or lewd women. 
To Lag. To drop behind, to keep back. Laglaftj thdl 

lad of a company. 
Lage. Water. Cant.- 
Lags of Duds. A buck of linen. 

Laid ON the Shelf, or Laid up in Lavender. Pawned- 
To Lamb, or Lambaste. To beat. Lambpye; abeatings 

from lamba* 

Lamb's 
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Laicb's Wool* Apples roafted and put into ftoAg ate^ 

Lambskin Men. The judges: from their robes lined suid 
bor^ed with ermine. 

Land. How lies the land? how ftands the reckoning! 
Who has any land in Appleby ? a queftion aflced the man 
at whofe door tl)e glafs ilands long*, or who does not cir« 
culate it in due time. 

Land Lopbrs> or Land Lubbers^ Vagabonds larking 

. about the country, who Atbfift by pilfering. 

Land Pirates. Highwaymen. 

Lank Sleeve. The empty ileeve of a one-armed mam 
A fellow with a lank fleeve; a man who has loft an 
arm. 

Lanspris ADOk One who has only two-pence in his pocket. 
Alfo a lance, or deputy corporal ; that is, one doing the 
duty without the pay of a corporal. Formerly a lancier, or 
horfeman, who being difmounted by the death of his horie* 
ferved in the foot, by the tide of lanfprifado) or lanceptf^ 
/atOf a broken lance. 

Lanthorn-jawed. Thin-vifaged t from their cheeks being 
almoft traafparent. Or elfe, lenten jawed ; i. e. baviog ths 
jaws of one emaciated by a too rigid obfervation of Lent^ 
Dark Ian thorn % a fervant or agent at court, who receives 
a bribe for his principal or mailer. 

Lap. Buttermilk or whey. Cant, 

Larbovers for Mbdlers. An anfwer frequently given 
to children, or young people, as a rebuke for their imper- 
tinent curiofity, in enquiring what is contained in a box, 
bundle, or any other clofed conveyance : perhaps from a 
layover, or turnover, a kind of tart not baked in a pan, 
but made to contain the fruit by turning one end of the 
cruft over the other. Medlar tarts were probably fo made 
in former times. 

Lark. A boat. 

Larry Ducan's Eye Water. Blacking: Larry Dugaa 
was a famous fhoeblack at Dublin. 

Latch. Let in^ 

Lathy. Thin, flender. A lathy wench; a girl almoft as 
ilender as a lath. 

S Latitat, 
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Latitat^ A nick- name for an attorney : fiom the name of 
. a writ. * 

Lavender. Laid up in lavender ; pawned. 

Laugh. To laugh on the wrong fide of the mouth ; to cry. 
I'll make him laugh on the wrong (or t'other) fide of his 
mouth. 

Launch. The delivery, or labour, of a pregnant woman ; 
a crying out or groaning. 

Law. To give law to a hare ; a fporting term, Signifying to 
give the animal a chance, of efcaping, by not fetting ob 
the dogs till the hare is at fome diflance : it is alfo more 
figuratively ufed for giving any one a chance of facceed- 
ing in a fcheme or project. 

Lay. Enterprife, purfuit, or attempt : to be fick of the lay. 
It alfo means a hazard, or chance : he (lands a queer lay ; 
i. e. he is in danger. Cant. 

Laystall. A dunghill about London, on which the foil 
brought from neceiTary houfes is emptied ; or, in more tech- 
nical terms, where the old gold colledled at weddings by 
the Tom t — d man, is ilored. 

Lazy. As lazy as Ludlam's dog, who leaned againft the 
wall to bark. As lazy as the tinker who laid down his 
budget to f— t. 

Lazy Man's Load. Lazy people frequently take up more 
than ihey can fafely carry, to fave the trouble of coming a 
fecond time. 

Lazybones. An inftrument like a pair of tongs, for old 
or very fat people to take any thing from the ground 
without (looping. 

Leaf, To go off with the fall of the leaf; to be hanged : 
criminals in Dublin being turned off from the outfide of 
the prifon by the falling of a board, propped up, and 
moving on a hinge, like the leaf of a table. Irijh term. 

To Leak. To make water. 

Leaky. ^Apt to blab : one who cannot keep a fecret is faid 
to be leaky. 

Leafing over the Sword. An ancient ceremonial faid 
to conditute a military marriage.. A fword being laid 
down on the ground, the parties to be married joined 

hands. 
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hands^. when the corporal or feijeant of the company 
repeated thefe words : 

Leap rogue f and jump ivhore. 
And then you are married for i*vermore. 
Whereupon the happy couple jumped hand in handover 
the fword, the drum beating a rufHe ; and the parties were 
ever after conHdered ag man and wife. ' 

Least in Sight. To play lead in iight; to hide, keep 
out of the way> or make one's felf fcarce. 

Leather. To lofe leather; to be galled with riding on 
horfeback> or> as the Scotch exprefs it, to be faddle fick. 
To leather alfo means to beat, perhaps originally with a 
flrap : I'll leather you to your heart's content. Leather- 
headed; ftupid. Leathern conveniency; term ufed by 
quakcrs for a ftage-coach. 

Left-handed Wife. A concubine: an allu/ion to an 
ancient German cuilom, according to which, when a man 
married his concubine, or a woman greatly his inferior, he | 
gave her his left hand. 

Leg. To make a leg ; to bow. To give leg bail and land 
fecurity ; to run away. T^ fight at the leg; to take unfair 
advantages: it being held unfair by back-fword players 
to flrike at the leg. To break a leg ; a woman who has had 
a bailard, is faid to have broken a leg. 

Lbggers. Sham leggers; cheats who pretend to fell 
fm uggled goods, but in reality only deal in old fhop- 
keepers or damaged goodst 

Lenten Fare. Spare diet, 

Levite. a prieft or parfon. 

To Lib. To lie together. Cant. * 

LiBBEGB. A bed. Cant. 

Li BEEN. A private dwelling houfe. Cant. 

Lib KEN. A houfe to lie in. Cant. 

To Lick. To beat; alfo to wafti, or to paint flightly over. I'll 
give you a good lick o' the chops ; I'll give you a good 
llroke or blow on the face. Jack tumbled into a cow- 
t— d, and naftied hiis beft clothes, for which his father ftept 
up, and licked him neatly. — I'll lick you ! the dovetail to 
which is. If you lick me all over, you won't mifs » 

S2 Lick- 
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»• tjicKiPiTTLE. A paraiite^ or talebearer. 

Lift. To give one a life; to affift. A good hand at a 
dead lift ; a good hand upon an emergency. To lift one's 
hand to one's head ; to drink to excefs, or to drink drams. 
To lift or raife one's elbow ; the fame. 
LiTT. - See Shoplifter, Sec* 
Lifter. A crutch. 
LiG. A bed. See Lib. 

Light Bob. A foldier of the light infantry company. 
LiGHT-PiNOBRBD, Thievifh, apttopilfer. 
Light-heeled. Swift in running. A light-heeled wench ^ 
one who is apt, by the flying up of her heels, to fall flat on 
lier back, a willing wench. 
Light MANS, The day. Cant. 

LiLiPUTiAN. A diminutive man or woman : from GuU 
liver's Travels, written by Dean Swift, where an imagi-* 
nary kingdom of dwarfs of that name is defcribed* 
Lily White. A chimney fw5Pper. 
Limbs. Duke of limbs ; a tall aukward fellow. 
LimbofthbLaw. An inferior or pettyfogging attorney. 
Limbo. A prifon, confinement. 
To Line. A term for the aft of coition between dog and 

bitch. 
Line of the Old Avthor. A dram of brandy. 
Lingo. Language; An outlandifh lingo; a foreign tongae. 

The parlezvons lingo ; the French language. 
Linen Armouilbrs. Taylors. 

Lion. To tip the lion ; to fqueeze the nofe of the party 
tipped, flat to his face with the thumb. To fhew the lions 
and tombs ; to point out the particular curiofities of any 
place^ to aft the ciceroni : zn allufion to WeHminiler Ab« 
bey, and the Tower, where the tombs and lions are ihewn. 
A lion IS alfo a name given by the gownfmen of Oxford 
to an inhabitant or vifitor. It is a ilanding joke among 
the city wits to fend boys and country folks, on the £rft of 
April, to the Tower Ditch, to fee the lions .waihed. 
Liquor. To liquor one's boots ; to drink before a journey : 
among Roi^an Catholics, to adminifter the extreme 

L^ttlh 
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LiTTLB BAftBAHY. Wapping. 

LiTTLi Breeches. A familiar appellation nfed to a litt 

boy. 
Li TTLE Clergyman. A young chimney-fweepen 
Little Ease. A fmall dark cell in Guildhall^ London$v 
where diforderly apprentices are confined by the Ci^" 
Chamberlain : it is called Little Eafe, from its being fo 
low that a lad cannot (land upright in it. 
Little Snakesman. A little boy who gets into a hoofe 
through the fink hole^ and then opens the door for his 
accomplices : he is fo called, from writhing and twilling 
like a fnake^ in order to work himfelf through the narrow 
pafiage. 
Live Lumber. A term ufed by failors, to Bgnify all landf- 

men on board their Ihips. 
Live Stock. Lice or fleas. 
Loaf. To be in bad loaf; to be in a difagreeable fitnation^ 

or in trouble. 
To Lo-AP. To run away. He loaped down the dancers; 

he ran down ftairs. 
Lob. Going on the lob ; going into a fhop to get change 

for gold, and fecreting fome of the change. 
Lob's Pound. A prifon. Dr. Grey, in his notes on Hu- 
dibras, explains it to allude to one Dodor Lob, a dififent- 
ing preacher, who ufed to hold forth when conventicles 
were prohibited, and had made himfelf a retreat by means 
of a trap door at the bottom of his pulpit. Once being 
purfued by the officers of juftice, they followed him 
through divers fubterraneous pafiages, till they got into a 
dark cell, from whence they could not find their way out, 
but calling to fome of their companions, fwore they had 
got into Lob's Pound. 
LoBcoci;. A large relaxed penis; alfo a dull inanimate 

fellow. 
LoBKiN. A houfe to lie in; alfo a lodging. 
Loblolley Boy. A nick name for the furgeon's fervant 
on board a man of war, fometimes for the furgeon him-^ 
felf : from the water gruel prefcribed to the fick, which is 
galled loblolley. 

LOBONIAN 
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OBONiAN Society. A fociety which met at Lob Hall, at 
the King ind Queen, Norton Falgate, by order of Lob the 
^ Great. 

LoBscousE. A difh mach eaten at Tea, compofed of fait 
- beef, bifcuit, and onions, well peppered and flewed to- 
gether. 
t Lobster. A nick-name for a foldier : from the colonr of 
I T his clothes. To boil one's lobller ; for a churchman to 
4ff become a foldier: lobllers, which are of a bluifh black, 
being made red by boiling. I will not make a lobHer ket- 
tle of my **** ; a reply frequently made by the nymphs of 
the Point of Portfmouth, when rcquelled by a foldier to 
V grant him a favour. 

Lock. Charafter. He flood a queer lock; he bore but an 
indifferent charader. A lock is alfo a buyer of ftolca 
goods, as well as the receptacle for them. 

Lock Hospital. An hofpital for venereal patients. 

Lock up House. A fpanging houfe ; a public houfe kept 
by flierifrs ofHccrs, to which they convey the perfons they 
liave arreiled, where they pradife every fpecies of impofx- 
tion and extortion with impunity. Alfo houfes kept by 
agents or crimps, who enlift, or rather trepan, men to 
ferve the Edil India or African Company as foldiers. 

Lockeram-jaw?:d. Thin-faced, or lanthorn-jawed. See 
Lanthorn-jawed. 

Locksmith's Daughter. A key, 

LoGE. A watch. He filed a cloy of a loge, or fcout; he 
picked a pocket of a watch. See Scout. 

Loggerhead. A blockhead, or ttupid fellow. We three 
loggerheads be; a fentence frequently written under two 
h^ads, and the reader by repeating it makes himfelf the 
third. A loggerhead is alfo a double-headed or bar fhot of 
iron. To go to loggerheads ; to fall to fighting. 

Loll. Mother's loll; a favourite child, the mother's dar- 
ling. 

Loll Tongue. He has been playing a game at loll tongue ; 
he has been falivated. 

Lollipops. Sweet lozenges purchafed by children. 

To Lollop. To lean with oije's elbows on a table. 

Lcllpoop. 
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Loll POOP. A lazy, idle drone, 

Lombard Feyer. Sick of a lombard fever; i. e. of xh 

idles. 
Long. Great. A long price ; a great price. 
Long Gallery. Throwing, or rather trundling^ the dice 

thcwhole length of the board. 
Long Meg. A jeering name for a very tall woman : from 

one famoas in ftory, called Long Meg of Weilminfler. 
Long Shanks. A long-legged perfon. 
Long Shilling. This among hackney coachmen, before 

the alteration in the fares', was from the Royal Exchange 

to the eaft corner of Catherine-ftreet in the Strand. 
Long Stomach. A voracious appetite. 
Long-tongued. Loquacious, not able to keep a fecret. 

He is as long-tongued as Granny : Granny was an ideot 

who could lick her own eye. See Granny. 
Long-winded. A long-winded parfon ; one who preaches 
. long, tedious fermons. A long-winded paymafter; one 

who takes long credit. 
Lo'o. For the good of the loo; for the benefit of the com- 
pany or community. 
Looby. An aukward, ignorant fellow. 
Looking as jf one could not help' it. Locking like a 

iimpieton, or as if one could not fay boh I to a goofc. 
Looking Qlass. A chamber pot, Jordan, or member 

mug. 
Loon, or Lout. A country bumpkin, or clown. 
Loonslate. Thirteen pence halfpenny. 
Loophole. An opening, or means of efcape. To find a 

loophole in an ad of parliament; i. e. a method of pvad- 

uig it. 
Lop-sided. Uneven, having one ilde larger or heavier 

than the other : boys paper kites are often faid to be lop- 

fided.' 
Lord. A crooked or hump-backed man. Thefe unhappy 
people ^ afford great fcope for vulgar raillery; fuch as, 

* Did you comp (Iraight from home? if fo, you have got 

* confoundedly bent by. the v. ay.' * Don*t abufe the 

' eeniman,' 
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* gemman,' adds a by-Ilander^ ' he has been grofsly ia- 
' ' folted already ; don't yoa fee his back *8 ap?' Or Tome 
t one afks him if the (how is behind ; ' becaufe I fee,* adds 

|>^ he, ^ you have the drum at your back.' Another piece of 
ff vulgar wit is let loofe on a deformed perfon : If met by a 

party of foldiers on the march , one of them obferves that 
k that gentleman is on his march too» for he has got his 

• knapfack at his back. It is faid, in the Britiih Apollo, 

that the title of Lord was firft given to deformed perfons 

in the reign of Richard III. from feveral perfons labouring 

under that misfortune being created peers by him ; but it 

is more probably derived from the Greek word Xm^^q^, 

crooked^ 
Lord Mansfield's Teeth. The chevaux de frise round 

the top of the wall of the King's Bench prifon* 
Love-begotten Child. A baftard. 
Lounge. A loitering place, or goffiping (hop. 
Louse. A gentleman's companion. He will never loufe a 

grey head of his own ; he will never live to be old* 
Louse Bag. A black bag worn to the hair or wig. 
IiOusE House. The round houfe, cage, or any other place 

of confinement. 
Louse Ladder. A ftitch fallen in a flocking. 
Louse Land. Scotland* 
Louse Trap. A fmall- toothed comb. 
Lout. A clumfy ftupid fellow. 
Low Pad. A footpad. 
Low Tide, or Low Water. When there is no money ia 

a man's pocket. 
Low R B . Money. Cant. 
Lubber. An aukward fellow: a name given by failors to 

landfmen. 
Luck, or Good Luck. To tread in a (irreverence, to be 

bewrayed: an alluiion to the proverb, Sh-tt-n luck is good 

Inck. 
Lud's Bulwark. Ludgate prifon. 
Lugs. Ears or wattles. Sec Wattles. 
Lullaby Cheat, An infant. Cant. 
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Li/LLlES. Wet linen. Cant. 

LuL LY PRi^ERs. Thicvcs who Ileal wet linen. Cant. 

LuMB^ Too mucb. 

Lumber, Live lumber^ foldiers or paflengers on board a 

ihip arc fo called by the failors. 
Lumber Troop. A club or fociety of citizens of London. 
To Lump. To beat; alfo to include a number of articles » 

under one head. 
To Lump the Lighter. To be tranfported. 
'LuMPEas. Perfons who contrail to unload fliips; alfo 

thieves who lurk about wharfs to pilfer goods from ihips, 

lighters, &c. 
Lumping. Great. A lumping pennyworth; a great quan- 
tity for the money, a bargain. He has got a lumping 

pennyworth ; frequently faid of a man who marries a fat 

woman. 
LuN. Harlequin. 
Lurch. To be left in the lurch ; to be abandoned by one's 

confederates or party, to be left in a fcrap«. 
Lurched. Thofe who lofe a game of whill, without fcor- 

ing five, are faid to be lurched.- 
Lurcher. A lurcher of the law; a bum bailiff, or his 

fetter. . 

Lurries. Mpney, watches, rings> or other moveables. 
Lye. Chamber lye ^ urine. 
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ACCARONI. An Italian pafte made of flour and 
eggs. Alfo a fop : which name arofe fnom a club, called 
the Maccaroni Club> initituted by fome of the moH ^tSy 
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MAN 

travelled gentlemen about town, who led the faihions; 
whence a man foppiihiy drefTed, was fuppofed a member of 
that club, and by contraftlon ftyled a Maccaroni. 

Mace. The mace is a rogue afluming the charafter of a 
gentleman, or 'opulent tradcfman, who under that appear- 
ance defrauds workmen, by borrowing a watch, or other 
piece of goods, till one that he befpeaks is done. Cant. 

Machines. Mrs. Philips's ware. See Cundum. 

Mackerel. A bawd : from the French maquereL Macke- 
rel-backed; long-backed. 

Mad Tom, or Tom of Bedlam, otherwife an Abram Man, 
A rogue that counterfeits madnefs. Cant* 

Madam. A kept madam ; a kept miftrefs. 

Madam Ran. A whore. Cant. 

Made. Stolen. Cant. 

Madge. The private parts of a woman. 

Madge Culls. Sodomites. Cant. 

Maggot Boiler. A tallow-chandler. 

Macgotty. Whimfical, capricious. 

Mahometan Gruel. Coffee : becaufe formerly ufed 
chiefly by the Turks. 

Maiden Sessions. A feilions where none of the prifoners 
are capitally convicled. 

M^K.E. A halfpenny. Cant, 

Make Weight. A fmall candle: a term applied to a little 
{lender man. 

Malingeror. a military term for one who, under pre- 
tence of ficknefs, evades his duty. 

Malkin, or Maulkin. A general name for a cat; alfo a 
parcel of rags faftened to the end of a flick, to clean an 
oven ; alfo a figure fet up in a garden to icare the birds; 
likewife an aukward woman. 

Malkintrash. One in a difmal garb. 

Malmsey Nose. A red pimpled fnout, rich in carbuncles 
and rubies. ^ 

Maltout. a nick-name for a marine, ufed by failars and 
foldiers of other corps: probably a corruption of matelof, 
the French word for a failor. 

Man of the Town, A rake, a debauchee. 
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Man of the Turf. A horfe racer, or jockey. 

Manoeuvering the Apostles. Robbing Peter to pay 
Paul, i. e. borrowing of one man to pay another, 

Man Trap. A woman's commodity. 

Manufacture. Liquors prepared from materials of Eng- 
lifli growth. 

Mare's Nest. He has found a mare's neft, and is laughing 
at the Gggs ; faid of one who laughs without any apparent 
caufe. 

Margery Prater. A hen. Cant* 

Marinated. ^Tranfported to fome foreign plantation. ' 

Mairnb Officer. An empty bottle: marine officers being 
held ufelefs by the feamen. Sea ou/V. 

Marriage Music. The fqualling and crying of children. 

Married. Perfons chained or handcuffed together, in or- 
der to be conveyed to gaol, or on board the lighters for 
ttanfportation, are in the tant language faid to be marri(?d 
together. 

Marrow Bones. The knees. To bring any one down on 
his marrow bones ; to make him beg pardon on his knees : 
fome derive this from Mary's bones, i. e. the bones bent 
in honour of l^he Virgin Mary ; but this feems rather far- 
fetched. Marrow bones and cleavers ; principal inftru- 
ments in the band of rough mulic : thefe are generally 
performed on by butchers, on marriages, elections, riding 
Ikimmingtcn, and other public or joyous occafions. 
Martinet. A military term for a ftrid difciplinarian : 
from the name of a French general, famous for relloring 
military difcipline to the French army. He firft difciplined 

, the French infantry, and regulated their method of en- 
campment : he was killed at the fiege of Doefbourg in the 
year 1672. 
Mason's Maund. A (ham fore above the elbow, to coun- 

terfeit a broken arm by a fall from a fcaiFold. ' 
Master of the Mint. A gardener. 
Master of the Rqlls. A baker. 
Master of the Wardrobe. One who pawns his clothes 

to purchafe liquor. 
Matrimonial Peace-maker. The fugar flick, or arbor 

vitae, » ' 
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Mauled. Extremely <lrunk, or foundly beaten; 
Maudlin Drunk. Crying drunk: perhaps from Mary 

Magdalene, called Maudlin, who is always painted ia 

tears. 

Maundering Broth. Scolding. 

Maunding. Afking or begging. Cant. 

Mawkes. a vulgar flattcrn. 

Maw-wallop. A filthy compofition, fufficient to provoke 
vomiting. 

May Bees. May bees don't fly all the year long; an an- 
fwer to any one who prefaces a proportion with> It may 
be. 

Mealy-mouthed^ Over modeft or backward in fpeech. 

Medlar. A* fruit, vulgarly called an open a-fe ; of which 
it is more truly than delicately faid, that unlefs it is as 
rotten as a t— d, it is not worth a f— t. 

Meggs. Guineas. We forked the rumcuIPs meggs to the 
tune of fifty ; we picked the gentleman'* pockets of full 
fifty guinetai:. Cant, 

Mellow. Almoft drunk. 

To MelTp To fpend. Will you melt a bordc? will you fpend 

- a fhiUing ? The cull melted a couple of decufTes upon us; 
the gentleman fpent a couple of crowns upon us. Cant* 

Member Mug. A chamber pot. 

Men of Kent. Men born eaft of the river Medway, who 
are faid to have met the Conqueror in a body, each carry- 
ing a green bough in his hand, the whole appearing like 
[ a moving wood ; and thereby obtaining a confirmation of 
their ancient privileges. The inhabitants of Kent are di- 
vided into Kentifti Men and Men of Kent. Alfo a fociety 
lield at the Fountaii^ Tavern, Bartholomew Lane, A.D^ 

1743- ^ ^ / 

Mercurians. a convivial fociety held in London, 

Merkin. Counterfeit hair for women's privy parts. See 
Baihy'sDia. 

Merry Andrew, or Mr. Merryman. The jack pudding, 
jeflcr, or zany of a mountebank, ufually dreifed in a party- 
coloured coat. 

M£RRY-B£G0TT£N. Abaitard,. 

Mess john« 
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Mess JOHN. A Scotch prefbyterian teacher or parfon." 
Messmate. One who eats at the fame mefs^ companion, or 

camerade. 
Mettle. The femen. Tp fetch mettle; the aft of felf 

pollution. -Mettle is alfe figuratively ufed for courage. 
Mettlesome. Bold, courageous. 

Michael. Hip, Michael, your head 's. on fire. See Hyp. 
Midshipman's.Watch ANf) Chain. A fheep'sheartand 

pluck. 
Milch Cow. One who is eaiily tricked out of his property : 

a term ufed by gaolers, for prifoners who have moneys and 

bleed freely. 
To Milk the Fid o eon. To endeavour at impoffibilitics. 
Mill. A chifek 
To Mill. To rob ; alfo to brea-k, beat out, or kill. Til mill 

your glaze; I'll beat out your eye. To m'ill a bleating cheat ; 

to kill a fheep. To mill a ken| to rob a houfe. To mill 

doll ; to beat hemp in Bridewell. Cant, s 
Mill Lay. To force open the doors of houfes in order to 

rob them. Cant. 
Miller, A murderer. 
Mine A-se on a Bandbox. An anfwer to the offer of any 

thing inadequate to ^he purpofe for which it is wanted, 

juft as a bandbox would be if ufed for a feat. 
Mine Uncle's. A pawnbroker's Ihop ; alfo a neceffary 

houfe. Carried to mine uncle's; pawned. New-married 
' men are alfo faid to g<^ to their uncle, when they leave 

their wives foon after the honey moon. 
Minikin'. A little man or woman ; alfo the fmalleil: fort of 

pin. - ^ , 

Minor Clergy. ' Young chimney fweepers. 
Mint. Gold. A mint of money; common^ phrafe for a 

large fam. , 

Mischief. A man loaded with mifchief, i. e. a woman on 

one fhouhler, and a monkey on t'other. 
Mish. a fhlrt, fmock, or iheet. Cant^ 
Mish Topper. A coat, or pfetticoat. 
Mi S3. A mifs or kept oiiftrefs; a harlot, x _ 
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Miss Laycock. The monofyllable. 

Mite. A nick-name for,acheereinonger: from the fmalHn-r 

feci of that name found in cheefe. ' 
Mix Mettle. A filverfmith. 
MoABiTES. BailifFsy or Philiflincs. 
Mob, or Mab. A wenc}i, or harlot. 
Mobility. The mob : a fort of oppofite to nobility. 
Mohair. A man in the civil line, a towrifmany or tradef- 

raan ; a military term, from the mohair buttons worn by 

perfons of thofe dcfcriptions, or any others not in the 

army, the buttons of military men being always of metal ; 

this is generally ufed as a term of contempt^ meaning a 

bourgeois, tradefman, or mechanic. 
Moiety. Half, but vulgarly ufed to (ignify a (hare or 

portion : as. He will come in for a fmall moiety. 
Moll. A whore. 

Moll Peatly's JiGG. A rogering boot. 
Moll ThompsoK's Mark. M. T. i. e. empty : as. Take 

away this bottle, it has Moll Thompfon*s mark upon it. 
Molly. A Mifs Molly; an effeminate fellow, a fodomite, 
Monday. Saint Monday, See Saint. 
Money. A girPs private parts, commonly applied to little 

children: as. Take care, Mifs, or you will fhew your money. 
Money Droppers. Cheats who drop money, which they 

pretend to find jiifl before fomc country lad ; aild by way 

of giving him a (hare of their good luck, entice him into a 

public houfe, where they and their confederates cheat or 

rob him of what money he has about him. 
Mongrel. A hanger on among cheats, a fpunger; alfo a 

child whofe father and mother are of different countries.. 
Monks and P'riars. Terms ufed by printers: mpnks are 

flieets where the letters are blotted, or printed too black ; 

friars, thofe letters where the ink has failed touching the 
type, which are therefore white or faint. 
Monkey. To fuck the monkey ; to fuck or draw wine, or 
any other liquor, privately out of a cafk, by roea'ns of a flraw, 
or fmall tube. Monkey's allowance ; more kicks than half- 
pence. Who put that monkey on horfeback without tying 

, his legs ? vulgar wit on a bad horfeman. 
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Monosyllable. A woman's commodity. 

Moon Curser. A link boy: linkboysare faid to curfe the 
moon; becaufe it renders their aiSftance untieceiTary ; tJif 3c 
gentry frequently, under colour of lighting paflengers OTcr 
kennels, or through dark paffages, affill in robbing them. 
Cant. 

Mo6n.eyed Hen. A fquinting wench. 

Moon Men. Gypfies. 

Moon Rakers. Wiltfhire men : becaufe it is faid that fome 
men of that country, feeing the refledion of the moon in a 
pond, endeavoured to pull it out \Vith a rake. 

Moonshine. A matter or mouthful of moonihine; a trifle, 
nothing. The white brandy fmugglcd on the coafts of 
Kent and Suifex, is alio called moonfliine. 

Mop. a kind of annual fair in the well of England, where 
farmers ufually hire their fervants. 

Moped. Stupid, melancholy for want of fociety. 

Mofsey. a doudy, or homely woman. 

Mopsqueezer. Amaid fervant, particularly a houfen:aid. 

Mopusses. Money. 

More-ish. This wine has but one faulty and that is,' it is 
more-iih: i. e. more of it is wanted, or there is too little 
of it. 

MoRGLAG. A brown bill, or kind of halbert, formerly car- 
ried by watchmen ; corruption of more, great or broad, 
and glavcy blade. 

Morris.. Come, morris ofF;.dauce off, or get you gone: al- 
lufion to morris, i. t.tnorifcoy or moorifh dancing. 

MoRT. A woman or wench ; alfo a yeoman's daughter. To 
be taken all-a-mort ; tobe confounded,, furprifed, or mo- 
' tionlefs through fear. 

Moss. A cant term for lead, becaufe both are found on 
the tops of buildings. 

Mossy Face. The mother of all faints. 

Mot. a girl, or wench. See Mort. 

Mother, or The Mother. A bawd. Mother abbefs; 
the fame. Mother midnight ; a midwife. Mother in law's 
bit ; a fmall piece, mothers in law being fuppofed not apt to 
overload the ilomachs of ^heir hufhands children. 
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MoTrtER OF ALL Saints. The monofyllable* 

Mother of the Maids. A bawd. 

MoucHETs. Small patches worn by ladies : from the French 

word mouches. 
Moveables. Ring5> watches, or any toyi of value. 
Mouse. Tofpeaklike a nioike in a cheefe; i. e* faintly or 
indiftindlly. ) 

Mousetrap. The par fon's moufe trap ; the ftate of matrimony. 
Mouth. A noify fellow. Mouth half cock'd ; one gaping 

and flaring at every thing he {tt%^ To make any one 

laugh on the wrong or t'other iide of his moUth ; to make 

him cry or grieve. 
To Mow. A Scotch word for the aft of copulation. 
MowHeater. a drover: from their frequent fleeping on 

hay mows. Cant^ 
Mower. A cow. 
Muck. Money ; alfo dung. 
Muckworm. A mifer. 

MucKiNaER. A child's handkerchief tied to the fide. 
Mud. a fool, or thick-fculled fellow; alfo, among printers, 

the fame as duag among -jpurneymen taylors. See Dung. 
Mud Lark. A hog. 
Muff. The private parts of a woman. To the well wearing 

of your muft\ mort ; to the happy confummation of .yoilc 

marriage, girl a health. 
Muffling Cheat. A napkin. 
Muggletonians. The feft or difciples of Lodowick 

Mugglfrton. 
Mulligrubs. Sick of the mulligrubs with eating chopped 

hay; low-fpirited, having an imaginary iicknefs. 
Mum. An interjeftidn diredling filence. Mum for that; I 

ihall be filent as to that. You fit like Mumchance> wh5 

was hanged for faying nothing; a friendly reproach to any 

one who feems low-fpirited and iilent. 
Mumchance. An ancient game like hazard, played with 

dice : probably fo named froin the filence obferved in play- 
ing at it. 
Mum Glass. The monument erefted on Fifti-ftreet hill, 

London, in memory of the great fire in 1666. 
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Mumble a Sparrow. A cruel fport pra£Ufed at wakes and 
fairs, in the following manner : A cock (parrow whofe wiiigs 
are clipped, is put into the crown of a hat ; a man having 
his arms tied behind him, atteippts to bite ofF the fpar- 

rbw's head, but is generally obliged to defift, by the many 

pecks and pinches he receives frcfm the enraged bird. 
MuMMfi'R. The mouth. 
Mumpers. Originally beggars of the genteel kind, but 

iince ufcd for beggars in general. ^ 

Mu M F £ R s Ha l l . a n alehoufe where beggars are' harboured. 
MvNDUNCus. Bad or rank tobacco: from mondongo, a 

Spaniih word fignifying tripes, or the uncleaned entrails of 

a beail, full of £lth. 
MuNs. The face, or rather the mouth : from the German 

word mundt the mouth. Toute his muns ; look at his face. 
MuNSTER Plumbs. Potatoes. Irifl?. 
Murder. He looked like God's revenge againfl murder^ 

he looked angrily. 
Mushroom. A perfon or family fuddenly raifed to riches and 

eminence : an allnilon to that fungus^ which ftarts up in a 

night. 
Music. The watch word among highwaymen, fignifying 

the perfon is a friend, and muft pafs unmoleiled. Mufic is 

alfo an Irifli term, in toiling up, to exprefs^ the harp fide, or 

reverfe, of a farthing or halfpenny, opppfed to the head. 
Mute. An undertaker's fervant, who ftands at the door of 

a perfon lying in date : fo named from being fuppofed mute 

with grief. 
Mutton-headed. Stupid. 
Mutton Monger. A man addidled to wenohing. 
Muzzle. A beard. 
MvNt. S^e Mint. - 
Myrmidoj^s. The conftable's afliftants, watchmen, &c« 
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AB> or Nab Cheat, A hat. Penthoufe nab ; a large 

Hat. 

To Nab. To feize, or catch unawares. To nab the teize; 
to bft privately whipped. To nab the Hoop; to ftand in the 
pillory. To nab the ruft ; a jockey term for a horfe that 
becomes rellive. To nab the fnow ; to fteal lin^n left om 
to bleach or dry. Cant, 

Nab Girder, or Nob Girder. A bridle. 

Nack. To have a nack ; to be ready at any thing, to have 
a turn for it. 

Nacky. Ingenious. 

Nailed. Secured, fixed. He offered xne a decus,, and I nail- 
ed him ; he offered me a crown, and I flruck or fixed him» 

Nanny House, A brothel. 

To Nap. To cheat at dice by fccuring one chance, Alfo to 
catch the venereal difeafe. You've napt it; you are infe^ed* 

Napping. To take anyone napping; i, e. to conae upon 
him unexpe6ledly, to find him afleep : as. He caught him 
napping, as Morfe caught his mare* 

Napper. The head ; alfo a cheat or thief. 

Nappe R of Naps. A fheep ftealer. Cant,, 

Nappy Ale. Strong ale* 

Nask, orNASKiN, A prifon or bridewell. Thenewnafk; 
Clerkenwell bridewell. Tothill-fielcjs nafk; the bridewell 
at Tothill-fields. Cant. / 

Nation. An abbreviation of damnation ; a vulgar term afed 
in Kent, SufTex, and the adjacent counties, for very. 
Nation good ; very good. A nation long way; a very long 
way. 

Natty Lads. Ycung thieves or pickpockets. Cimt^ 

Natural. A tniflrefs, a child; alfo 'an ideot« A natural 
fon or daughter; a»love or merry begotten child, -a baflard. 

Nay Word. A Uye word, a proverb. 

Nazarene Foretop. The foretop of a wig made in imi- 
tation of Chrift'3 head of hair, as reprefented by the painters 
and fculptors. 
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NXzY, Drunken, Nazy cove or mortj^ a drunken rogue or 
harlot. Nazy nabs ; drunken coxcombs. 

Neb, or Nib. The bill of a bird, and the flit of a pen. 
Figuratively, the face and mouth of a woman ; \as. She hol^s 
up her neb ; fhe holds up her n\outh to be kifTed. 

Neck Stamper. The boy who colledts the pots belonging' 
to an alehoufe, fent out with beer to private houfes. 

Neck Verse. Formerly theperfons claiming the benefit of 
clergy were obliged to read a verfe in a Latin manufcript 
pfalter; this faving them from the gallows, was termed their 
neck verfe : it was the firft verfe of the fifty-firll pfalm, 
Miferere mei, &c. 

Neck Weed. Hemp. 

Needle Poin-^^. A fharper. 

Negligee* A woman's undreffed gown, vulgarly termed a 
niggledigee. 

Negroe. a black-a-moor: figuratively ufed for a flave. I'll 
be no man's negroe ; 1 will be no man's flave. 

Negroes HpADs. Brpwn loaves delivered to the fhips in 
ordinary. 

Nettled. Teized, provoked, out of temper. He' or ftie has 
pifTed on a nettle ; faid of one who is peevifti or out of 
temper. 

NE^v College Students. Golden fcholars, filver batche- 
lors, and leaden, mafters. 

New Drop. The fcafFold ufed at Ne>ygate for hanging cri- 
minals; which dropping down, leaves them fufpended. By 
this improvement, the ufc of that vulgar vehicle, a cart, 
is entirely left off. 

New Light. One of the new light ; a methodift. 

Newgate Bird. A thief or fharper, frequently caged in 
Newgate. 

Newgate Solicitor. A pettyfogging and roguifh attorney, 
who attends the gaols to affift villains in evading juftice. 

To Nick. To win at dice, to hit the mark jufl in the nick 
of time, or at the critical moment. 

Nick. Old Nick; the Devil. 

Nick Name. A name given in ridicule or contempt rfrom. 
the French nom de nique, Nique is a movement of the 
head to mark a contempt for any perfon or thing. 

U z Nick 
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Nick Ninnv. A fimpleton*. 

NicKiN^ NiKBY, or NizBYf A foft fiinple fellow; »}{# 
' a diminutive of Ifaac. 
NicicNACKs. Toys^ baubles^ or curiofities. 

NiCKNACKATORY. A tO/ filOp. 

NiCKUMPOoPy or NiNCVMPOOp. A fooliih fellow; alio 
one who never faw his wife's •♦••• 

NiFFYNAPPY Fellow. A trifler* 

NiG. The clippings of money. Nigging; clipping* Nig- 
ler; a clipper. Cant, 

Niggling. Cutting auk wardly^ trifling; alfo accompany- 
ing with a woman. 

Night Magistrate. A conflable. 

Nightingale. A foldier who, as th&termis, iingsoutatthe 
halberts. It is a point of honour in fome regimen ts» among 
the grenadiers, never to cry out, or become nightingales, 
whilil under the difcipline of the cat of nine tails ; .to 
avoid which, they chew a bullet. 

Nightman; One whofe buiinefs it is to empty neceffary 
houfes in London, which is always done in the night : the 
operation is called a wedding. See Wedding. 

NiGiT. A fool : feemingly a corruption and contradlioa 
of the words an idiot. 

NiGMBNOG. A very filly fellow. 

To NiM. To ileal or pilfer: from the German nemen, to 
take. Nim a togeman ; Ileal a cloak. 

NiMGiMMER. A phyfician or furgeon, particularly thoie 
who cure the venereal difeafe. 

Nine Lives. Cats are faid to have nine lives, and womea 
ten cats lives; 

Nine Shillings. Corruption of nonchalance. 

Ninny, or NiNNYHAMMER. A iimpleton. 

Nip. a cheat. Bung nipper; a cut purfe. 

Nip Cheese. A nick name for the pi&rfer of a ihip : from 
thofe gentlemen being fuppofed fometimes to nip, or di- 
minifh, the allowance of the feamen, in that and every 
other article. It is alfo applied to ilingy perfons in ge- 
neral. ' 

NiPPERiciic.' A fmall meafure. 

NiPFS. 
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NiPPs, The ftieers afed in clipping money. 

Nit SqJjeegerV i. c. SquBEZER* A hdir drefTcn 

No CATCHY NO HAvY. If I 401 tiot caught^ I cannot be 
hurt* Negro faying. 

Nob, The head. 

Nock, The breech: from irorify a notch. , 

NocKY 8oY. A dull Ample fellow. - 

Nod. He is gone to the land of nod ; he is afleep. 

NoDDLe. The head. 

Noddy. A (impleton or fool. Alfo a kind of buggy^ or one- 
horfe chaife, with a feat before it for a driver, ufed in and 
about Dublin in the manner of a hackney coach : the fare 
isjufl half that of a coach, for the fame diflance ; fo that for 
iix-pence one may have a iet down, as it is called, of a mik 
and a half, and frequently a tumble down into the bargain : 
it is called a noddy from the nutation of its head. Xnave 
iKxidy ; the old-fa(hioned name for the knave of trumps, 

NoKES. A ninny, or fool. John-a-Nokes and Tom-a-Stiles; 
. two honeii peaceable gentlemen, repeatedly fet together by 
the ears by lawyers of diifei^nt denominations : two £di- 
tious names commonly ufed in law proceedings, 

Noll. Old Noll; Oliver Cromwell. 

NoN-coN. A nonconform!!!, preibyteriaq, or any other diA 
fenter. 

NoN£-3vcH. One that IS unequalled: frequently applied 
ironically. 

NoozED. Married, hanged. 

Nope. A blow : as, I took him a nope on the coflard. 

Norfolk Capon. A red herring. 

Norfolk Dumpling. A nick name, or term of jocular re* 
proach to a Norfolk man ; dumplings being a favourite 
food in that country* 

Northumberland. Lord Northumberland's arm^ ; a 
black eye : fo called in the lad century. 

Norway Neckloth. The pillory, ufually made of Nor- 
way fir. . 

Nose. As plain as the nofc pn your face; evidently to be 
feen. He is led by the nofe; he is governed. To follow one*s 
nofe ; to go flraight forward. To put one's nofe out of joint ; 
to f ival one in*the favour of any perfon. Tu make a bridge 
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of any oneS nofe ; to pafs by him in drinking. To nof^A 

ftink; to fmell it. He cat off his nofe to be revenged of 

hiB face ; faid of one who> to be revenged on his neigh<« 

bour» has materially injured himfelf. 
To Nose. To bully. 
Nose Bag. A bag fadened to the horfe^s head^ in which 

the foldiers of the; cavalry put the oats, given to their 

horfes : whence the faying of, I fee the nofe bag in his 

face ; i. e. he has been a private man» or rode private^^ . 
Nose Gent. A nun. 
No STRUM. A medicine prepared by particular perfons only, 

a quack medicine. 
NofcH. The private parts of a woman. 
Note. He changed his note ; he told another fort of a ftory. 
Nozzle.' The nofe of a man or. woman.' 
Nub. The neck: alfo coition. 
NuBBiNG. Hanging. Nubbing cheat ; the gallows. Nub- 

bing cove ; the hangman. Nubbing ken ; the feflions houfe. 
NuG. An endearing word : as. My dear nug ; my dear love. 
NuGGiNG Dress. An out-of-the-way old-faihioned drefs. 
To Null. To beat: as. He nulled him heartily..* 
Numbers. To confult the book of numbers; a terin ufed 

in the Houfe of Commons, when, inftead of anfwering or 

confuting a preffihg argument, the minifter calls for adivi- 

fion, i. e. puts the matter to the vote. 
NuMBscuLL. A ftupid fellow. ^ 
Num MS. A (ham collar, to be worn over a <lirty ihirt. 
Nunnery. A bawdy houfe. . ' , 

NupsoN. A cully, a fool. 
To Nurse. To cheat : as. They nurfed him out of it. An 

eflate in the hands of truftees, for the payment of debts, is 

faid to be at nurfc. 
Nuts. It was nuts for them; i. e. it was very agreeable to 

them. 
Nutcrackers. The pillory : as. The cull peeped through 

the nutcrackers. 
Nutmegs. Tellicles. 
Nyp, or Nip. A half pint, a nyp of ale : whence the jiip- 

perkin, a fmall vcflel. 

Nyf 
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Nyp Shop. The Peacock in Gray's Inn Lane, where Nor- 
ton ale is fold in nyps. ^ 

Nypper. a tut-purfe: fo called by one Wotton, whain 
the year 1585 kept an academy for the education and per- 
fedion of pick-pockets and cut-purfes : his fchool was near 
Billingfgate, London. As in the drefs of ancient tipjea 
many people wore their purfes at their girdles, cutting 
them was a branch of the light- fingered art, which is now 
loft, though the nam« remains. Maitland, from Stow^ 
gives the following account of this Wotton : This man 
was a. gentleman born, and fometime a merchant of f^ood 
credit, but fallen by time into decay : he kept an alehoufe 
near Smart's Key, near Billingfgate, afterwards for ibme 
mifdemeanor put doWn. He reared up a new trade of life,, 
and in the fame houfe he procured all the cut-purfes ;ibout 
the city, to repair to his houfe ; there was a fchool houfe 
fet up to learn young boys to cut purfes : two devices were 
bung up; one was a pocket, and another was a purft; the 
pocket had in it certain counters, and was hung about with 
hawks bells, and over the top did hang a little facring belL 
The purfe had filver in it ; and he that could takc^ out a 
counter, without noife of any of the bells, was adjudged a 
judicial nypper; according to their terms of art, z, jfayfter^ 
was a pick-pocket; a nypfer was a pick-purfe, or cut-jtiurfe.. 
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BE Joyful. I'll make you fing O be joyful oa the 
other fide of your mouth ; a threat, implying the p ertjp 
threatened will be made to cry. 
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Oaf. a filly fellow. 

Oafish. Simple. ' / 

Oak. a rich man, a man of good fubftance and credS. 

To fport oak; to fliut the outward door of a flu dent's room 

al college. An .oaken towel ; an oaken cudgel. To rub 

a man down with an oaken towel; to beat him. 
Oats. He has fowed his wild oats; he is ftaid, or fober, 

hiving left off his wild tricks. 
Oar. To put in one*s oar ; to intermeddle, or give an opi- 

mxfn unaiked: as. To be fare, yon mud put in your 

oarl 
Obs7ropulou«. -Vulgar mifnomer of ohftreperous : as^ I' 

was going my rounds, and found this here gemman very 

obfl^ropulous. 
Occupy^ To occupy^ a woman ; to have carnal knowledge 

of h rr. 
Octo(;onians. This ancient and honourable order met, 

Nov. 16, 1750, at the Ship and Anchor, Temple Bar. 
OddsJ?lut and her Nails. A Welch oath, frequently 

mentioned in a jocular manner by perfons, it is hoped, 

ignorant of its meaning; which is. By God's blood, and 

the nails with wiiich he was nailed to the crofs. 
QDD-COME-SHOR.TLYS. I'll do it one of thefe odd-come* 

ihortlys y I will do it fome time or another. 
Ogle;s. Eyes. Rum ogles ; £ne eyes. 
Oil of Barley, or Barley Broth. Strong beer. 
OilofGladnbss. I will anoint you with the oil of glad« 

nei$; ironically fpoken for, I will beat you. 
Oil of Stirrup. -A dofe the cobler gives his wife when* 

ev {r (he is obflropulous. 
Old. Ugly. Cant. 
Old Dog at it. Expert, accuflomed. 
Old Hand. Knowing or expert in any bufinefs. 
Old Har&y. A compoiition ufed by vintners to adulterate 

their wines ; alfo a nick-name for the Devil. 
Old« Ling. See Old Hat. 
Old Mr. Gory. A piece of gold. 
Oli> Nick. The Devil : from l^ehn^ the evil fpirit of the 

north. 

Ol» 
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Old One. The DcvH. ^ 

OLrfpEGG, Poor Yorkftiire cheefe. 

Old Roger. The Devil. 

Old Stager. One accuflomed to bufinefs, one who ^nows 
mankind. 

Old Toast, A brifktld fellow. Cant» 

Oliver's Scull, A chamber pot. 

OlliCompolli. The name of one of the principal rogues 
of the canting crew. Cant. 

Omnium Gatherum. Th<^whole together: jocular imi- 
tation of law Latin. 

One IN Ten;' A parfon : an alluiion to his tythes. 

One of us, or One of my Cousins. A woman of thq 
-*own, a harlot. / 

pen Arse. A medlar. See Medlar. 

Jrgan, a pipe. Will you cock your organ ? will you 
fmoke your pipe ? 

Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy. Somebody explained thefc 
terms by faying, the firft was a man who had a doxy of his 
own, the fecond a perfon ^ho made ufe of the doxy of 
another man, 

OscHivEs. Bone-handled knives. Cant. 

« 

Osmaniams. a fociety held at Tunbridge Wells. 

Ostler. Oatftealer. 

Ottomy. The vulgar word for a flceleton. 

Ottomised. To be ottomifed ; to be diffedled. You'll 

be fcragged, ottomifed, and grin in a glafscafe; you'll 

be hanged, anatomifed, and your fkeleton kept in a glafs 

cafe at Surgeons Hall. 
Oven, A great mouth. The old woman would never have 

looked for her daughter in the ovea, had (he not been there 

herfelf. 

OvV^erseer. a man (landing in the pillory, is, from his 
elevated (ituatlon, faid to be made an overfeer. 

Out at Heels, or Out at Elbows. In declining cir- 
cumllances. 

Outrun the Constable. A man who has lived above 
his means, or income, is faid to have outrun the conftable. 

Outs. A gentleman of three outs. See Gentleman. 

X Owl. 
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Owl. To catch the owl; a trick pradlifed upon ignorant 
country boobies, who are decoyed into a barn under pre- 
tence of catching an owl, where, after divers preliminaries, 
the joke ends in their having a pail of water poured upon 
their heads. 

Owt IN AN ivY Bush. He looks like an owl in an ivy 
bufh ; frequently faid of a perfon with a large frizzled 
wig, or a woman whofe hair is drefled a-Ia-blowze. 

OWLERs. Thofe who fmuggle wool over to France. 

Ox House-. He mud go through the ox houfe to bed; a 
faying of an old fellow who marries a y^^^S S^'*^* 

Oyster. A gob of thick phlegm, fpit.by a confumptive 
man; in law Latin^ unum 'viridum gobbum*. 
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'S. To mind one's P*s and Q^s ; to be attentive to the 
main chance. 

P. P. C. An infcription on the vifiting cards of our modern 
fine gentlemen, fignifying that they have called pouf pren» 
dre conge, i. e. * to take leave.' This has of late been ri- 
diculed by cards infcribed D. I. O. i. e. * Damme, I'm off.* 

Packkt. , A falfe report. 

Packthread. To talk packthread ; to ufe indecent lan- 
guage well wrapt up. 

Pad. The highway, or a robber thereon ; alfo a bed. Foot 
pads; foot robbers. To go out upon the pad; to go out in 
order to commit a robbery. 

Pad Borrowers. Horfe ftealers. 

To Pad the Hoof. See To Beat the Hoof. 

Paddington Fair Day. An execution ddy,^ Tyburn be- 
ing in the parifli or neighbourhood of Paddington. To 
dance the Paddington, frifk ; to be hanged. 

^ Paddy^ 
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JpAttDY. The general name for an Irifhnian : being the ab- 
breviation of Patrick, the name of the tutelar faint of that 
iiland. 
Painter. I'll cut your painter for you ; I'll fend you oiF: 
the painter being the rope th^ holds the boat fa,ik to the 
Ihip. Sea term. 
Pair, of Wings. Oars. Cant. 
To Pal LAYER. To flatter : originally an African word for 

a treaty, talk, or conference. 
Palliards. Thofe whofe fathers were clapperdogeons, 
or beggars born, and who themfelves fbllow the fame 
trade; the female fort beg with a number of children, 
borrowing them, if they have not a fufficient number of 
their own, and making them cry by pinching, in order to 
excite charity\; the males make artificial fores on different 
parts of their bodies, to move compaflion. 
Pam. The knave of clubs. 
Pan K AM. Bread. 

Panny. a houfe. T-o do apanny ; to rob a houfe. See the 
Seffions Papers* Probably, panny originally meant' the 
butler's pantry, where the knives and forks, fpoons, &c. are 
ufually kept. Cant* 
Panter. a hart: that animal is, in the Pfalms, faid to 
pant after the frefh water brooks. Alfo the human heart, 
which frequently pants in time of danger. CantJ ' 
Pantile House. A prefbyterian, or other, diifenting 
meeting houfe, frequently covered with pantiles : called 
alfo a cock pit. 
Pantler. a butler. 
Pap. Bread fauce ; alfo tht food of infants. Hia mouth is 

full of pap ; he is flill a baby. 
Paper Scull. A thin-fcuU'd foolifh fellbw. 
Papler. Milk pottage. 

Par ell. Whites of eggs^ bay fait, milk, and pump water, 
beat together, and poured into a vefFel of wine to prevent 
its fretting. 
Parenthesis. To put a man's nofe into a parentheiis ; to 
pull it, the fingers and thumb .anfwehng the hooks or 
crochet.:;. 
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Parings. The chippings of money. Cant. 
Parish. His Hockings are of two parifhes ; i« e. they are 
not fellows. 
, Parish Soldier. A jeering name for a militia man : from 
fubftitutes being frequently hired by the pariih from which 
one of its inhabitants is drawn. 
Parson. A guide poft, hand or finger poft by the road fide 
for direding travellers : compared to a parfon, becaufe 
like him it fets people in the right way. See Guide Post. 
He that would have luck in horfe flefh, muH kifs'a par- 
fon's wife. 
Parson Palmer. A jocular name, or term of reproach, 
to one who. Hops the circulation of the glafs by preaching 
over his liquor ; as it is faid was done by a parfon of that 
name, whofe cellar was under his pulpit. 
Partial. Inclinihg more to one fide than the other, crook- 
ed^ all o' one hugh. 
Pass Bank. The place for playing at paflage, cut into 
the ground almofl like a cock-pit. Alfo the Hock or fund. 
Passage. A camp game with three dice : doublets, making 

up ten or more, to pafs or win ; any other chances lofe. 
Pat. Appofite, or to the purpofe. 
Pate. The head. Carrotty-pated ; red-haired. 
Patrico, or Pater Cov£. The fifteenth rank of the 
canting tribe ; Hrolling priefls .that marry people under 
a hedge, without gofpel or common prayer book : the couple 
Handing on each fide of a dead beaft, are bid to live toge- 
ther till death them does part ; fo fhaking hands, the wed- 
ding is ended. Alfo any miniiler or parfon. 
Pattering. The maundering or pert replies of fervants; 
alfo talk or pallaver in order to amufe one intended to be 
cheated. Pattering of prayers ; the confufed found of a 
number of perfons praying together. 
Paviour's Workshop. The ftreet. , 
To Paum. To conceal in the hand. To paum a die; to 
hide a die in the palm of the hand. He paums ; he cheats. 
Don^t preten4 to/paum that upon me. 
PAUN9if;ti..frbe belly : ,fome think Paunch was the original 
' ^^^mifiv^ "that facetious prince of puppets^ now called Mr. 
it; V - Punch, 
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Punch, as he is always rcprcfentcd with a very prominent 
belly ; though the common opinion is, that both the name 
and character were taken fropi a celebrated Italian come- 
ilian^ called Polichenello. 
Paw. a hand or foot: look at his dirty paws. Fore paw; 
the hand. Hind' paw ; the foot. To paw ; to touch or 
handle clumfily. 
Paw paw Tricks. Forbidden tricks: from the French 

prohibitory words pas pas. 
To Pay. To fmear over. To pay the bottom of a fhip or 
boat; to fmear it over with ^itch : The devil to pay, 
and no pitch hot or ready. Sea term. — Alfo to beat : 
as, I will pay you as Paul paid the Ephefians, over 
the face and cy^s, and all your d— d jaws. To pay away ; 
to fight manfully, alfb to eat voracioufly. To pay through 
th^ nofe ; to pay an extravagant price. 
To Peach. To impeach: called alfo to blow the gab, 

fqueak, or turn (lag. 
p£AK. Any kind of lace. 

Pe A L. To ring a peal in a man's ears ; to fcold at him ; his 
* wife rang him fuch a peal ! 
, PecCavi. To cry peccavi ; to acknowledge onefelf in an 
error, to own a fault:' from the Latin peccavi, I have 
finned. > 
Peck. Victuals. Peck and booze ; victuals and drink. 
Peckish. Hungry. » 
Peculiar. A miftrefs. 
Pbd. a bafket. Cant, 
Pedlar's French. The cant language. Pedlar's Pony ; 

a walking flick. 
To Peel. To flrip: allufion to the taking off the coat or 

rind of an orange or apple. 
Peeper. A fpying-glafs ; alfo a looking-glafs. Track up 
the dancers, and pike with the peeper; whip up flairs,' 
and run off with the looking-glafs. Cant. 
Peepers. Eyes. Single peeper; a one-eyed man. 
Peeping Tom. A nick name for a curious prying fellow; 
derived from an old legendary tale, told of a taylor of 
Coventry^ who, when Godiva ccuntcfs of Chefler rode 

at 
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it iioon quite naked through that town, in order to prb-a 
cure certain immuniiics for the inhabitants (notwithdand-^ 
ing the reft of the people fliut op their houfes) fliJy 
peeped out of his window, for which he was miraculoufly 
flruck blind. His figure, peq)ing out of the wihdo«ir^ is 
ftill kept up in remembrance of the tranfadlioni! . 

pEEPy. Drowfy. , 

To Peer. To look about, to be circumfpeft. 

Pebry. Inqoifitive, fufpicious. The cull's peery; that 
fellow fufpeds fomething. There's a peery, 'tis fnitch ; 
we are obferved, there's nothing to be done* 

Pec. Old peg ; poor hard Suffolk cheefe. A peg is alfo a 

- blow with a ftraight arm : a term ufed by the profeflbrs of 

gymnaftic arts.. A peg in the day-light, the victualling 

office, or the haltering-pl^ce ; a blow in the eye, ftonaach^ 

or under the ear. 

Peg Thantum's.- Gone to Peg Trantuni's j dead. 

pECO. The penis of man or beaft. 

Pbll-mell. Tumultuoufly, helter fkelter, jumbled toge- 
ther. 

P/ELT. A heat, chafe, or paffion ; as^ What apelt he was in ! 
Pelt is alfo the ikin of feveral beaft s. 

Penance Board. The pillory. . 

Penny wise and Pound foolish* Saving In fmall mat- 
ters, and extravagant in great. 

Pennyworth. An equivalent. A good pennyworth; a 
cheap bargain. 

Penthouse Nab. A broad-brimmed hat. 

Peppered. Infected with the venereal difeajfei 

Peppery^ Warm, paffionate. 

Perk IN. Water cyder. 

Perriwinkle. a wig. 

Persuaders. Spurs. 

Pet. In a pet j in a paffion or milF. 

Peter. A portmanteau or cloke bag. Biter of peters; ^n^ 
that makes it a trade to fteal boxes and trunks from be- 
hind ftage coaches or out of waggons. To rob Peter to 
pay Paul ; to borrow of one man to pay another : ftyled 
alfa manoeuvring the apoftles. ' / 

Peter. 
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Peteir. Gunner, will kill all the birds that died laftfum* 
mer.A piece of wit commonly thrown out at aperfon walkr 
ing through a flreet or village near London, with a gun in 
his hand. 

Peter Lay. The department of flcaling portmanteaus, 
trunks, Sec, 

Peter Lug. Who is Peter Lug ? who lets the glafs ftand 

^ at his door, or before hinv ? 

Petticoat Hold. One who has an eftate during his wife's 
life, called the apron firing hold. 

Petticoat Pensioner. One kept by a woman for fecrct * 
ferviqes. 

Pettish. Paflionate. 

Pettyfogger. a little dirty attorney, ready to under- 
take any litigious or bad caufe : it is derived from the 
French words fet it 'uogue, of fmall credit, or little repu- 
tation. 

Pharoah. Strong malt liquor. 

Philistines. Bailiffs, or officers of juflice; alfo drunkards. 

PhiloDracoSanguinariano. Aclubthatmetin London, 

Phoenix Men. Firemen belonging to an infurance office, 
which gave a badge charged with a phoenix : thefe men 
. were called likevyife firedrakes. 

Phrase, OF Paper. Half a quarter of a Iheet. See Vessel. 

Ph Yz. The face. Rum phyz ; an odd face or countenance. 

Picaroon. A pirate ; alfo a (harper. 

PiCKANiNY. A young child, an infant. Negro term. 

Picking. Pilfering, petty larceny. 

Pickle. An arch. waggiQi fellow. In pickle, or in the 
pickling tub ; in a falivation, There are rods in brine, 
or pickle, for him ; a punifhment ^waits him, or is pre- 
pared for him. Pickle herring; the zany or merry An* 
drew of a mountebank. See Jack Pudden. 

pjCKT Hatch. To go to the manoi of pickt hatch; a cant 
name for foijne part of the town looted for bawdy houfes in 
Shakefoeare's time, and ufed by him in that fenfe. 

Pick.THANK. A tale bearer, or mifchief maker. 

Picture 1 rame. The fheriiPs yidure framejr the gal- 
lows or pillory. 

To 
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To Piddle. To make water: a childifh exprefllon; as. 
Mammy, I want to piddle. Piddling alfo means trifling, or 
doing any thing in a fmall degree : perhaps from peddling. 

Pig. Sixpence, a fow's baby. Pig- widgeon ; a (impleton^ 
To pig together; to lie or fleep together, two or more in 
z bed. Cold pig; a jocular puniflunent inflifled by the 
maid fervants, or other females of the houfe, on perfons ly- 
ing over long in bed: it confifls in pulling off all the bed 
clothes, and leaving them to pig or lie in the cold. To 
buy a pig in a poke ; to purchafe any thing without feeing it, 

' Pigs eyes ; fmall eyes. Pigfnyes ; the fame : a vulgar 
term of endearment to a woman. He can have boiled pig 
at home; a mark of being mafler of his own houfe : an allu- 
£on to a well-known poem and ftory. Brandy is Latin for 
pig and gjDofe ; an apology for drinking a dram after either. 

Pio-HEADED. Obdinate. 

Pig Running. A piece of game frequently praclifcd at 
fairs, wakes, &c. A large pig, whofe tail is cut (hort, and 
both foaped and greafed, being turned out, is hunted by 
the young men and boys, and becomes the property of 
him who can catch and }ioId him by the tail, above the 
height of his head. 

Pigeon. A weak filly fellow, ea/ily impofed on. To pi- 
geon ; to cheat. To milk the pigeon; to attempt im- 
poflibilities, to be put to (hifts for want of money. To Rf 
a blue pigeon; to fteal lead off a church. 

Pigeons Milk. Boys and novices are frequently fent on 
thefirfl of April to buy pigeons milk. 

To PjKE, To run away. Pike oiF; run away. 

Pilgrim's Salve. A firreverence, human excrement. 

Pill, or Peele Garlick. Said originally to mean one 
whofe ikin or hair had^ fallen 6ff from fome difeafe, chiefly 
the venereal one ; but now commonly ufed by perfons 
fpeaking of themfelves : as. There flood poor pill garlick ; 
i. e. there flood I. 

PiLLALop, The Irifii cry or howl at funerals. 

Pimp. A male procurer, or cock bawd; alfo a fmall fag- 
got ufed about London for lighting fires, named froth in- 
troducing the fire to the coals, , 
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P^MP Whiskin. a top trader in pimping. 

Pin. In or to a merry pin ; almoll drunk : an allufion to a 
fort of tankard, formerly ufed in the north, having filvcr 
pegs or pins fet at equal diftances from the top to the bot- 
tom : Iby the rules of good feilowfhip, every perfon drink- 
ing out of one of theie tankards, was to fwallow the quan- 
tity contained between two pins ; if he drank more or Itfs, 
he was to continue drinking till he ended at a pin : by this 
means perfons unaccuflomed to meafure their draughts were 
obliged to drink the whole tankard. Hence, when a per- 
fon was a little elevated with liquor, he was faid to have 
drank to a merry pin. 

Pin Basket. The youngeft child. 

Pin Money. An allowance fettled on a married woman for 
her pocket expences. 

Pinch. At a pinch ; on an exigency. 

To piNCi^oN THE Parson's Side, To defraud the par- 
fon of his tythes. 

Pinchers. Rogues who, in changing money, by dexterity 
of hand frequently fecrete two or three /hillings out of the 
change of a guinea. ^ This fpecies of roguery is called the 
pinch, or pinching lay. 

To Pink. To flab or wound with a fmall fword : probably 
derived from the holes formerly cut in both men and wo- 
men's clothes,, called pinking. Pink oF the fafhion ; the 
top of the mode. To pink and wink ; frequently winking 
the eyes through a weaknefs in them. 

PiNKiNG-Dij^DEE. A fwcater or mohawk. IriJ^. 
Pjnnerians. a focietv formerly held at the Sun in Clare- 

market. 
Pintle Smith, or Pintle Tagger. A furgeon. 
Piper. A broken -vi'inded horfe. 
Piscinarians. a club or brotherhood, A. D. 1743. 
Piss. He will pifs when he can't whillle; he will be hanged. 
He (hall not pifs my money againil the wall ; he (hali ndt 
have tny money to fpend in liquor. 

He ivho once a good name gets. 
May pifs a- bed, and fay he f'UJeats, 
Piss-BURNED. Difcoloured : <ommonly &yplied toadifcolour- 
cd gxty wig. 

y Piss 
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Piss Maker. A great drinker, one much given to liqcor/ 

Piss Pot Hall. A houfe at Clapton, near Hackney, built 

by a potter chiefly out of the profits of chamber pots, in the 

. bottom of which the portrait of Dr. Sacheverel wasdepidled. 

Piss Prophet. A phyfician who judges of the difeafes of 
his patients folely by the infpeflion of their urine. 

Piss-PROUD. Having a falfe ereftion. That old fellow 
thought he had an ereflion, but his — was only pifs- 
proud ; faid of any old fellow who marries a young wife. 

Pissing do.wn any one's Back, Flattering him. 

Pissing Pins and Nebdlbs. ^To have a gonorrhe^. 

Pit. To lay pit and boxes into one ; an operation in mid- 
wifery, whereby the divifion between the anus and vagina 
is cut through and demolilhed : a fimile borrowed from the 
playhoufe, when, for the benefit of fome favourite player, 
the pit and boxes are laid together. The pit is alfo ^he 
hole under the gallows, where poor rogues unable to pay 
the fees are buried. 

Pit's Picture. A window llopt up on the infide, to fave the 
tax impofedin that gentleman*s adminiflration. Pkrty wuitm 

Pit-a-pat. The palpitation of the heart: as. My heart 
went pit-a-pat. Pintledy-pantledy ; the fame. 

Pitch-kettled. Stuck fail, confounded. 

Pitcher. The miraculous pitcher, that holds water with 
the mouth downwards ; a woman's commodity. Shd^ has 
cracked her pitcher or pipkin ; fhe has loft her maidenhead. 

PizzY Club. A fociety held, A. D. 1744, at th^iign of 
the Tower, on Tower-hill : prefident, Don Pizzaro. 

Plaister OF WARM Guts. One warm belly clapped to an- 
other : a receipt frequently prefcribed for difi^erent diforders. 

Plant. The place in the houfe of the fence, where ftolen 
goods are fecreted. 

To Plant. To lay, place, or hide. Plant your wids and 
ilow them ; be careful what you fay, or let flip. Alfo to 
bury: as. He was planted by the parfon. ^ 

Plate. Money,' filver, prize. He is in for the plate ; he 
has won the heat^ i. e. is' infefted with the venereal difor- 
der: a fimile drawn from horfe racing. When the plate 
fleet comes in ; when money comes to hand. 

Platter-faced. Broad-faced. 

Pl AT. 
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Play^ To play booty; to play with an intention to lofe. 
To play the whole game; to cheat. To play lead in 
fight; to hide, or keep out of the way. To play the devil ; 
to be guilty of fome great irrcgnlarity or mifmanagement. 
Pluck. Courage. He wants pluck; he is a coward. A- 
gainftthe pluck; againil the inclination. PIbck.the rib^ 
bon ; ring the bell. To pluck a crow with one ; to fettle 
a difpute, to reprove one for fopie paft tranfgrefiion. To 
pluck a rofe ; an expreffion faid to be ufed by women for 
goi«g to the neceflary-houfe, which in the country ufually 
(lands in the garden. To pluck alfo fignifies to deny a 
degree to a candidate at one of the Univerfities, on account 
of infufficiency. 
Plug Tail. A man's penis. 
Plumb. An hundred thoufand poundis. 
Plump. Fat, full, fiefhy. Plump in the pocket; full in 
the pocket. To plump; to flrike, or fhoot. I'll give you 
A plump in the bread baiket, or the vidiualling oiHce ; I'll 
give you a blow in the ftomac-h. Plump his peepers, or 
day lights; give him a blow in the eyes. He pulled out 
his pops and plumped him ; he drew out his piftols and 
fhot him. A plumper; a fingle vote at an election. Plump 
alfo means direflly, or exadlly : as. It fell plump upon 
him; it fell diredlly upon him. 
Plump Currant. I am not plump currant; I am out efforts. 
Plumpers. Contrivances faid to be formerly worn by old 

maids, for filling out a pair of fhrivelled cheeks. 
Plyer. a crutch; alfo a trader. 
PoGY. Drunk. 

Point. To ftrctch a point; to exceed fome ufual limit, 
to take a great flride. Breeches were ufually tied up with 
points, a kind of ihort laces, formerly given away by the 
churchwardens at Whitfuntide, under the denomination 
of tags : by taking a great ilride thefe were flretched. 
Poisoned. Big with child: that wench is poifoned, fee 

how her belly is fwelled. Poifon*pated ; red-haired. 
Poke. A blow with the fift : I'll lend you a poke. ' A poke 
likewife means a fack:. whence, to buy a pig in a poke, 
i. e. to buy any thing without feeing or properly examining it. 

y 2 Poker. 
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Poker. A fword. Fore4>okers ; aces and kings at canfs. 

Pole. He is like a roje dancer^s pole, lead at both eftds; 
faying of a ftupid fluggifli fellow. 

Polish. To polifli t) e king's iron with one*s eyebrows; to 
be in gaol, and look through the iron grated vvmdows. To 
polifh a bone; to eat a meal. Come and poliih a bone 
with me; come and eat a dinner or fa per with me 

Poll. The head, jolly nob, napper, or knowledge box; 
alfo a wig. 

PoLT A blow. Lend him a poltin the muns ; lend him a 
knock in the face 

To Por^MnL, To beat: originally confined to benting wkh 
the hilc of a fword ; the nob being, from its fimilarity to 
a fmall apple, c^l] a^ Jjomelle ; in Spaniih it is ftill caUtd the 
apple^of the fword. As the cienchtd fill likewife fome- 
what refembles an ap> le, perhaf^s that might occafion the 
term pommelling to be applied to fiftycurrs. 

Pomp. To fave one's pomj at whiil, is to fcqre five be- 
fore the adverfaries are up, or win the game : originally 
derived from pimp, which is Welih for five; and fhould 
be, I have faved my pimp. 

PoMPAGiNis. Aqua pompaginis ; pump water. See Aqjja., 

PoMPKiN. A man or woman of Hollon in America: from 
the number of pompkins raifcd and eaten by the people 
of that country. Pompkinfhire; Bofton and its dependencies. 

Pontius Pilate. A pawnbroker. Pontius Pilate's guards ; 
the firft regiment of foot, or royal Scots : fo inthied from 
their fuppofed great antiquity. Pontius Pllste's ccaniel- 
lor; one who like him can fay, Non itfuenio caufam, I can 
find no caufe. 

Pope. A figure burned annually every fifth of November, 
in memory of the gunpowder plot, which is faid to have 
been carried on by the papifts. 

Pope's Nosk. The rump of a turkey. 

Fops. Pillols. Pop fhop; a pawnbroker's Ihop. To pop ; to 
pawn ; alfo to (hoot. I popt my tatler ; I pawned my watch." 
J popt the cull; 1 fhot the man. His means are two.pops 
and a galloper; that is, he is a highwayman. 

PqpLERs. Fpttage. Cant* 

, Pork. 
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Pork, To cry pork ; to give intelligence to the undertaker 
of a funeral,: metaphor borrowed from ihe raven, whofe note 
founds like the word pork. Ravens are faid to fmcll car- 
rion at a diftance. 
Porker. Ahog; alfoajew. 
Porridge. Keep your breath to cool your porridge; i. e, 

' hold your tongue. 
Porridge Island. An alley leading from St. Martin's 
church-'yard to Round-court, chiefly inhabited by cooks, 
whocutofFrcady-drefled meat of all forts, and alfo fellfoup. 
PosEY, or Poesy. A nofegay. I (hall fee you ride back- 
wards up Holborn-hill, with a book in orte hand, a;id a 
pofey in t'other; i.e. I (hall fee you go to be hanged. Male 
fadors who piqued themfelves on being properly equipped 
for that occailon, had always 2, nofegay to fmell to, and a 
prayer book, although they could not read. 
Posse Mobilitatis. The mob. 
Post Master General. The prinae miniftcr, who has 

the patronage of all polls and places. 
Post Nointer. A houfe painter, who occafionally paints or 
anoints polls. Knight of the poft; a falfe evidence, one 
ready to fwear any thing for hire. From poll to pillar ; back- 
wards and forwards. 
PosTiLiON OF the Gospel. A parfon who hurries over 

the fervice. 
Pot. The pot calls the kettle black a-fe; one rogne ex- 
claims againll another. 
Pot Converts. Profelytes to the Romifii church, made by 

the dillribution of viftuals and money. 
Pot Hunter. One who hunts more for the fake of the 
prey than the fport. Pot valiant ; courageous from drini:. 
Pot wallopers; perfons entitled to vote in certain boroughs 
by having boiled a pot there. 
Potato Trap. The mouth. , Shut your potato trap, and 

give your tongue a holiday ; i. e^ be filent. Irljh nvU, 
Pothooks and Hangers. A fcrawl, bad writing. 
Poulain. a bi|bo. French. 

Pound. A prifon: fee Lob's Pound. Pounded; im- 
prifoned. Shut up in the parfon's poumi ; married. 

Powder 
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Fov^DER Monkey. A boy on board a fhip of war, whofe 
bufinefs it is to fetch powder from the magazine. 

PowDERiKO Tub. The fame as pickling tub. See Pic- 
kling Tub. 

pRAD Lay. Cutting bags from behind horfes. Cant* 

Ppakcer. a horfe. Pranccr's nab; a horfe's head, ofcd 
as z Teal to a counterfeit pafs. At the fign of the prancer*! 
poll, i. e. the nag's head. 

Prate Roast. A talkative boy. Cant, 

Prating Cheat. The tongue, 

Pratts. Buttocks; alfo a tinder box. Cant, 

Prattle Br^oth. Tea, See Chattrh Broth, Scan- 
dal Broth, &c. 

Prattling Box. The pulpir. 

Pray. S^e prays with her knees upwards ; faid of a woman 
mcch given to gallantry and intrigue. At her laft prayers; 
faying of an old hiaid. 

Preadamite Quacabites. This great and laudable (o* 
cicty (as they termed themfelvcs) held their grand chapter 
at the Coal-hole, 

Prey. Money. 

Prick. The virile member. 

Prick-eared, A prick-eared fellow; one whofe ears are 
longer than his hair: an appellation frequently given to 
puritans, who confidered long hair as the mark of the 
Whore of Babylon. 

Pricklouse. a taylor. 

Priest-craft. The art of awing the laity, managing 
their confcicnces, and diving into their pockets. 

Priest-linked. Married, 

Priest-ridden. Governed by a priejl, or priells.. 

Prig. A thief, a cheat; alfo a conceited coxcomical fellow. 

Prig Napper. A thief taker. 

Prxggers, Thieves in general. Priggcrs of prancers; 
horfe dealers. Priggers of cacklers ; robbers of hen roolls. 

Frigging. Riding; alfo lying with a woman. 

Prig STAR. A rival in, love. 

Pr I MI nary. I had like to be brought into a primJnary; 
i. e. into trouble : from prcmunire. 

PRINCK 
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Princb Prig. A king of the gjrpfies; alfo the head thief 

or receiver general. 
Princes. When themajeljyof the pc;opIe was a favourite term 

in the Houie of Commons, a celebrated wit, feeing chim- 

i^ey fweepers'dancing on a May day, ftyled them the young 

princes. "^ 

pRiNcoD. A pincufhion. Scotch. — Alfo a round plump man 

or woman. 
Princox. a pert, lively, forward fellow. 
Princum PRANCUM. Mrs, Princam Prancum; a nice, 

precife, formal madam. 
Prinking. Dreffing over nicely : prinked ap as if he came 

out of a bandbox, or fit to fet upon a cupboard's head. 
Print. All in print; quite neat or cxaft, fet, fcrewed up. 

Quite in print ; fep in ar formal manner. 
Priscian. To break Prifcian's head; to write or (^:i\z 

falfe grammar. Prifcian was a famous grammarian, who 

ilouriflied at Conftantinople in the year 525; and who 

was fo devoted to his favourite lludy, that to fpeak falfe 

Latin in his company, was as difagreeable to him as to break 

his head. 
pRiTTLE PRATTLE. lufiguificant talk: generally applied 

to women and children. , 

Prog. Provifion. Rum prog; choice provifion. To prog; 

to be on the hunt for provifion : called in the military 

term to forage. 
Props. Crutches. 
Property. To make a property of any one ; to make him 

a conveniency, tool, or cat's paw; to ufe him as one's 

own. 

Proud. Defirous of copulation. A proud bitch ; a bitch at 
• • • ' 

heat, or defirous of a dog. 
Provender. He from whom any motiey is taken on the 

high-way : perhaps provider, or provider. Cant. 
Prunella. Mr. Prunella; a parfon : parfons gowns being 

frequently made of prunella. 
To Pry. To examine minutely into a matter or bufinefs. 

A prying fellow ; a man of imperti'nent curiofity, apt to 

peep and enquire into other men's fecrets. 

Public 
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tijCLic Ledger. A proditute: becaufe, like that paper, 

. file is open to ail parties. 
Pucker. All in a pucker ; in a difhabillc. Alfo in afright: 

as, She was in a terrible pucker. 
Pucker Water. Water impregnated with allum, or 

other aftringents, ufed by old experienced traders to coun- 

terfeit virginity. 
Puddings. I'hc guts : 1*11 let out your puddings. 
Pudding-headed Fellow. A Ijtupid fellow, one whofe 

brains are ail in confuiioni 
Pudding SlecVes. A parfon. 
Pudding Time. In good time, or at the beginning of a 

meal : pudding formerly making the firft dilh. To give 

the crows a pudding; to die. You mufl eat fome cold 

pudding, to fettle your love. 
Puff, or Puffer. One who bids at auftions, not with 

an intent to buy, but only to raife the price of the lot ; foi 

which purpofe many are hired by the proprietor of the 

goods on fale. 
Puff Guts. A fat man. 
Puffing. Bidding at an auflion, as above 5 alfo praifing 

any thing :*bove its merits, from interelled motives. The 

art of pulHng is, at prefenr, greatly pradlifed, and efTen- 

tially neceffary, in all trades, profeifiohs, and callings. To 

pufr and blow ; to be out of breath. 
Pug. a Dutch png ; a kind of lap dog, formerly much ia 

vogue ; alfo a general name for a monkey. 
Pug Carpenter. An inferior carpenter, one employed 

only in fmall jobs. 

Pug Drink. W:ttered cyder. 

PucNOSED, orPuGiFiED. A pcrfoii with E fuub or tumcd 

up nofe. 
PullyHawly. Tohavea'game atpullyhawly; to romp 

with women. 

Pump. A thin fhoe. To pump; to endeavour to draw a 

fecret from any one without his perceiving it. Your pump 

is good, but your fucker is dry; faid by one to a perfon 

who is attempting to pump him. Pumping w?.* alfo a 

punilhment for bailiffs, who attempted to ad in priviliged 

places. 
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places, fuch as the. Mint, Temple, &c. : it is alfo a piece 
ofdifciplrn« adminiftered to a pick-pocket caught in the 
fa£l, when there is no pond at hand. To pump ihip; to 
make water, and fometimes to vomit. Seafhra/e, 

P^MP-WATER. He was chriftened in pump-water; com-^ 
monly faid of a perfon that has a red face. 

Punch. A liquor called by foreigners Contradidion^ 
from its being compofed of fpirits to make it ftrong, water 
to make it weak, lempn juice to m;ake it four, and fugar* 
to make it fweet. Punch is alfo the name of the prince of 
puppets, the chief wit and. fupport of a puppet-ihow; To 
punch it, is a cant term for running away. Punchable; 
old pafTable money, anno 1695. A girl that is ripe for man, 
is called a punchable wench. 

PuNK^ A little whore ; alfo a foldier's trull, ^ See Trull. 

Puny. Weak. A puny child; a weak little child. A puny 
ftomach; a weak ftomach. Puny, or puifne judge ; the laft 
made judge. ' 

Pu?iL Mongers. Perfons at the univerfities who make it 
their bufinefs to inftrudl and fuperintcnd a number of pupils. 

Puppy. An affe&ed or conceited coxcomb. 

Purblind. Dim-fighted. 

Pure. AJiarlot, or lady of eafy virtue. 

Purest Pure. A courtesan of high fafhion. • 

Purl, Ale ip which wormwood has been infufed. 

Purl Royal, Canary wine, with a da(h of tinAure of 
wormwood. 

Purse Proud, One that is vain of his riches. 

fuRSENETs. 'Goods taken up at thrice their value, by young \ 
fpendthrifts, upon truft.. 

Purser's Pump, A baflbon: from its likenefs to a fyph'on, 
called a purfer's pump. 

Pursy, or PyRsivE. Short-breathed, or foggy, from being 
over fat. 

Pushing ScHOOi,. A fencing fchool ; alfo a brothel. 

Put, a country put ; an ignorant aukward clown. To put 
upon any one; to attempt to impofe on him, or to make 
him the but of the company. 

Puzzle-cause. A lawyer whohas aconfufed underftanding. 

Puz^LE-T^xT^ An ignorapt blundering parfon. 
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V^UACK. An ungraduated ignorant pretender to ikill 
in phyfic, a vender of noilruxns. 

QuACK-sALVBR. A mouHtebank; a feller of falves. 

Quacking Chbat. A duck. 

t^ AG, Abbreviation of quagmire : marfliy, moorifli ground. 

Quail-pipe. A woman's tongue; aHb a device to take 
birds of that name, by imitating their call. Qu^il-pipe 
boots; boots refembling a quail-pipe, from the number of 
plaits : they \yere much worn in the reign of Charlea II. 

Quakers. A religious fed: fo called from tlieir agitations 
in preaching. 

Quaking Cheat. A calf or fl^eep; 

QuANDAi^Y. To be in a quandary; to be puzzled. Alfo 
one fo over-gorged, as to .be doubtful which he fhould do 
iirfl,. fh— e or fpew. Some derive the terni quandary froni 
the French phrafe faiVas diraije ? what fhall i fay of it? 
others from an Italian word fignifying a coi^uror's circle. 

Quarrel- PI CKEiL. A glazier: from the fmall fquares in 
cafements, called carreaux, vulgarly quarrels. 

QuARROMEs, or QuARRON. A body. Cant. 

Quartered. Divided into four parts. To be hanged, 
drawnjt and quartered, is thefentence on traitors and rebels. 
Perfons receiving part of the falary of an office from the 
holder of it, by virtue of an agreement with the donor, arc 
faid to be quartered on him. Soldiers billeted on a publicaa 
are likewife faid to be quartered on him. 

To Q^ash. To fupprefs, annul, or overthrow; vplgarly 
ipYOTiowxiC^^ fq^uajh : they fquafhed the indiftment. 

Quean. A.flut, a worthlefs woman, a ilrumpet. 

Queen Dick. To the tune of the life aird death of Queen 
Dick. That happened in the reign of Queen Dick ; i. e. 
never. 

Queen 



Queen St & bet. A man governed by his v/ife, is faid to 
live in Qacen Street, or at the fign of the Queen's Head. 

Queer, or Quire« Bafe, roguUh, bad, naaght, or worth-i^ 
lefs. How queer]/ the cull touts ; how roguifhly the fellow 
looks. It alfo means odd, uncommon. Cant. . 

Queer as Dick's Hatband. Out of order, without know* 
ing one's difeafe. 

Queer Bail. Infolvent (harpers, who make a profefllon of 
bailing perfons arrefted : they are generally ilyled Jew baiU 
from that branch of bufinefs being chiefly carried on by 
the fons of Juda. The loweft fort of thefe, who borrow or 
hire clothes to appear in, are called Mounters, from their 
mounting particular drefTes fuitable to the occaiion. Cant. 

Queer Birds. Rogues relieved from prifon, and returned 
to their old trade. 

Queer Bit-makers. Coiners. Cant. 

Queer Bitch. An odd oiit-of- the- way fellow. 

Queer Bluffer. The mafler of a public-houfe the re- 
fort of rogues and iharpers, a cut-throat inn or alehoufe 
keeper; 

Queer Bung. An empty purfe. 

Qu bbrCheckers. Among ftrolling players, door keepers 
who defraud the company, byfalfely checking the number 
of people in the houfe. 

Qy EER Cole Fencer. A putter off, or utterer, of bad mo- 
ney. 

Queer Cole Maker. A maker of bad money. 

Queer Cove. A rogue. Cant. 

Queer Cufpin. A jtifUce of the peace ; alfo a churl. 

Queer Degen. An ordinary fword, brafs orlron hilted. 

Queer Ken. A prifon. Cant, 

Queer Kicks. A bad pair of breeches. 

Queer Mort. A difeafed ftrumpet. Cant. 

Queer Nab. A felt hat, or other bad hat. 

Queer Plungers. Cheats who throw themfelves into the 
water, in order that they may be taken up by their accom- 
plices, who carry them to one of the ho ufes appointed by 
the Humane Society for the recovery of drowned perfons, 
where they are rewarded by the fociety ^ith a guinea each ; 
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and thefuppofcd drowned pcrfon, pretending he was drlvea 

to that extremity by great ncceffity, is alfo frequently fenl 

away with a contribution in his pocket. 
Queer Prancer. A bad, worn-out, foundered horfe; alfa 

a cowardly or faint-hearted horfe ftealer. 
QoEER Rooster." An informer that pretends to bre ileep^ 

in^, and thereby overhears the converfation of thieves ia 

night cellars. 
Qui tam. A qui tam horfe; one that will both carry and 

draw. Law ^iv:t. 
To Quibble, Tomakcfubtlediflindlions; alfo to play upon 

words. 
QuiCK AND Nimble, more like a bear than a fquirreL 

Jceringly faid to any one moving jQuggifhly on a bu£nefs 

or errand that requires difpatch. 
Quid. The quantity of tobacco put into the mouth at one 
. time. To c^uid tobacco ; to chew tobacco, ^idefibocf^ 

hoc efi quid. / 

Quids. CaflQi, money. Can you tip ne any quids? cam 

you lend me fome money ? 
QyiFFiNG. Rogcring. See To Roger. 
Quidnunc. A politician: from a charaftcr of that name 

in the farce of the UphoLlerer. 
Quill Driver. A clerk, fcribe, or hackney writer. 
QuiM. The private parts of a woman: perhaps from the 

Spaniih quemar, to burn. 
QuiNSEY. Choaked by a hempen quinfeyj hanged. 
Qyipps. Girds, taunts, jeiis. , 
Quire, or Choir Bir;d. A complete rogue, one that has 

fung in difierent choirs or cages, i. e. gaols. Cant. 
Qj^'iRKj AND Quillets. Tricks and devices. Quirks in 

law ; fubtle diftindions and evafions. 
Quiz. A (Irange-locking fellow, an odd dog. Oxford. 
Quod. N^wgace, or any other prifon. The dab '& in quod ^ 

the pour rogu<: is iri prifon. 
Quota. Sinack, fhare, part, proportion, or dividend. Tip 

iiie my quota ; give n*e part of the winnings, booty, or 

plunder. Cunt^ 
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A B B I T. A Welch rabbit ; bread and cheeffe toafted^ 
i* el a Welfh rare bit. Rabbits were alfo a fort of woodea 
canns to drink out of, now out of ufe* 
. Rabbit Catcher* A midwife. 

Rabbit Su<!kers. Yoang fpendthrifts, taking up goods on 
truft at great prices. ' / 

Rack Rsnt. Rent drained to the utmoil value. To lie 
at rack and manger ; to be in great diforder. 

Racka^ack. a gormagon. SeeGoRMAcoN. 

Raffs. An app/sllation given by the gownfmen of the liiii- 
verfity of Oxford to the inhabitants of that place'. 

Rag. a farthing. 

To Rag. To abafe, and tear to rags the charaders of 
the pcrfons abufed. She gave him a good ragging, or rag- 
ged him off heartily. 

Rag Carrier. An enfign. 

RaG Fair. An infpediion of the linen and neceflaries of a 

'company offoldiers, commonly made by their officers on 
Mondays or Saturdays, 

Rag Water. Gin, or any other common dram: the(c 
liquors feldom failing to reduce thofe- that drink them to 
rag^s. ' 

Ragamuffin. A ragged fellow, one all in tatters,- a tatter*^ 
demallion. 

Ra^ls. See Head Rails. A didi of rails; a ledure, jo* 
bation, or'fcolding from af married woman to her hufband. 

Rainbow. Knight of the rainbow; a footman: from being 
commonly clothed in garments of different colours^ A 
meeting of gentlemen ftyled of the moft ancient order of_ 
the rainbow, was advertifed to be held at the Foppington's 
Head, Moorfields* 
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and the fuppofcd drowned pcrfon, pretending he was drivea 

to that extremity by great neceffity, is alfo frequently fenl 

away with a contribution in his pocket. 
Queer Prancer. A bad, worn-out, foundered borfe; alfa 

a cowardly or faint-hearted horfe ftealer. 
QoEER Rooster. An informer that pretends to be ileep^ 

in^, and thereby overhears the converfation of thieves ia 

night cellars. 
Qui tam, "A qui tam horfe; one that will both carry and 

draw. Lauu ivU, ^ 

To Quibble. Tomakcfubtlediflindlions; alfo to play upon 

words. 
QuiCK AND Nimble, more like a bear than a fquirreL 

Jceringly faid to any one moving jQu^gifhly on a bu£nefs^ 

or errand that requires difpatch. 
Quid. The quantity of tobacco put into the mouth at one 

time. To cfuid tobacco ; to chew tobacco, ^idefibocf^ 

hoc efi quid. / 

Quids. CaflQi, money. Can you tip ne afty quids? cam 

you lend me fome money ? 
QyiFFiNG. Rogcring. See To Roger. 
Quidnunc. A politician: from a charaftcr of that natac 

in the farce of the UpholHerer. 
Quill Driver. A clerk^ fcribe, or hackney writer. 
QuiM. The private parts of a woman: perhaps from the 

Spaniih quemary to burn. 
QuiNSEY. Choaked by a hempen quinfey; hanged. 
Qyipps. Girdsy' ^unts, jeits. , 
Quire, or Choir Bir;d. A complete rogue, one that has 

fung in difierent choirs or cages, i. e. gaols. Cant. 
Qt'irxs AND Quillets. Tricks and devices. Quirks iiv 

law J fubtle diftinAions and evafions. 
Quiz. A ftrange-looking fellow^ an odd dog. Oxford, 
Quod. Newgate, or any other prifon. The dab '& ia quod ^ 

the poor rogu<: is iri prifoa. 
Quota. &nack, fiiare, part, proportion, or dividend. Tip 

u\c my qaou ; give nie part of the winnings, booty, or 

f lander. Cunt* 
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A B B I T. A Welch rabbit ; bread and cheefe toafted» 
i* el a Welfh rare bit. Rabbits were alfo a fort of woodea 
canns to drink out of, now out of ufe* 
> Rabbit Catcher. A midwife. 

Rabbit Su<!kers. Yoang fpendthrifts, taking up goods on 
truft at great prices. 

Rack Rsnt. Rent drained to the utmoil value. To lie 
at rack and manger ; to be in great diforder. 

Raoka'ba<:k. a gormagon. SeeGoRMAcoN. 

Raffs. An app/sllation given by the gownfmen of the liiii- 
verfity of Oxford to the inhabitants of that place'. 

Rag. a fanhing. 

To Rao. To abafe, and tear to rags the charaders of 
the pcrfbns abufed. She gave him a good ragging, or rag- 
ged him off heartily. 

Rag Carrier. An enfign. 

Ra& Fair. An infpediion of the linen and necefTaries of a 

* company offoldiers, commonly made by their officers on 
Mondays or Saturdays, 

Rag Water. Gin, or any other common dram: thefc 
liquors feldom failing to reduce thofe- that drink them to 
rag^s. 

Ragamuffin. A ragged fellow, one all in tatters,- a tatter*^ 
demallion. 

Ra^ls. See Head Rails. A difli of rails; a ledure, jo- 
bation, or fcolding from af married woman to her hufband. 

Rainbow. Knight of the rainbow ; a footman: from being 
commonly clothed in garments of different colours^ A 
meeting of gentlemen ftyled of the moft ancient order of_ 
the rainbow, was advertifed to be held at the Foppington's 
Head, Moorfields* 
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Rainy Day. To lay up fomething for a rainy day ; to pro- 
vide againft a time of neceifiry or^diftrefs. 

Rak£,' Rakehell, or ^akeshame. A lewd, debanchtd 
fellow. 

Ralph Spooner. A fool. 

Ram Cat. A he cat. 

Rammish. Rank. Rammilh woman ; a fturdy virago. 

Rammer. The arnu The bufnapper's kenchin feized my 
rammer; i. e. the watchman laid hold of my arm. Cantm 

Ramshackled. Out of repair. A ram (hackled houfe; per-* 
haps a corruption of ran/acked, i. e. plundered* 

Randlb. a fet of nonfenfical verfes, repeated in Ireland 
by fchool boys, and young people, who have been guilty 
of breaking wind backwards before any of their compa- 
nions ; if they negle£l this apology, they are liable to cer- 
tain kicks,.; pinches, and fillips, which are accompanied 
with diverie admonitory couplets. 

Ran>oy. Obftreperous, unruly, rampant. 

Ranging. Intriguing with a variety of women. 

Rank. Stinking, rammifh, ill-flavoured ; alfo flrong, great« 
A rank knave ; a rank coward : perhaps the latter may al-^ 
lude to an ill favoui; caufed by fear. 

Rank Rider. A highwayman. 

Rantallion. One whofe fcrotum is fo relaxed as to be 
longer than his penis, i. e. whofe fhot pouch is longer than 
the barrel of his piece. ^ 

Rantipole. a rude romping boy or girl ; alfo a gadabout 
diflipated woman. To ride rantipole; the fame as riding 
St. George. See St. George. 

RanTum ^cantu'm. Playing atrantum fcantum ; making 
the beaft with two backs. 

To Rap. To take a falfe oath ; alfo to curfe. He rapped 
out a volley; i. e. he fwore a whole volley of oaths. To 
rap, means alfo to exchange or barter: a rap is likewife an 
Irifli halfpenny. Rap on the knuckles ; a reprimand. 

Rapparees. Irilh robbers, or outlaws, who in the time 

of Oliver Cromwell were armed with ftiort weapons, called 

in Irifti rapiers i ufed for ripping perfons up. 

Rafpsr* a fwinginggreatlye. 

Rarib 
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Rarib Shew Men, Poor Savoyards, who fubfift by ^ew^ 
ing the magic lanthorn and marmots about London. 

S.ASCAL. A rogue or villain: a term borrowed from the 
chafe ; a rafcal originally meaning a lean fhabby deer, at 
jthe tim^ of changing his horns, penis, &c. whence, in the 
vulgar acceptation, rafcal is conceived to fignify a man 
without genitals : the regular vulgar anfwer to this re- 
proach, if uttered by a woman, is the offer of an oculaif' 
demonftration of the virility of the party fo defamed* 
Some derive it from ra/caglionf, an Italian word fignifying 
a man without teflicles, or an ei^nuch. 

Rat. a drunken man or woman taken up by the watch, 
and confined in the watch-houfe. Cant.^^To fmell a rat; 
to fufped fome intended trick, or unfair deiign. 

JIats. Of thefe there are the following kinds: a black 
i*at and a grey rat, a py-rat and a cu-rat. 

Rattle. A dice box. To rattle; to talk without con- 
fideration, alfo to move off or go away. To rattle one 
off*; to rate or fcold him. 

RattlEtPate. a volatile, unfteady, or whimiical man or 
woman. 

Rattle-traps. A contemptuous name for any curioua 
portable piece of machinery, or philofophical apparatus. 

Rattler. A coach. Rattle and pad ; a coach and horfes. 

Ri^TTLiNQ Cove. A coachman. Cant, 

Rattlinq Mumpers. Beggars who ply coaches. Cant* 

Raw Head and Bloody Bones. A bull-beggar, or fcare- 
child, with which foolifli nurfes terfify , crying brats. 

Reader. A pocket book. Cant. 

Reader Merchants. Pickpockets, chiefly young Jews, 
who ply about the bank to (leal the pocket books of perfons 
who have juft received their dividends there. 

Ready. The ready rhino ; money. Cant. 

Rebus. A riddle or pun on a man*8 name, exprefled in 
fculpture or painting thus : a bolt or arro.v, and a tun, 
for Bolton ; death's head, and a ton, for Morton. 

Reckon. To reckon without one's hoft; to make an erro- 
neous judgment in one's own favour. To call up one's rec- 
koning or accounts ; to vomit. 
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To Rbcrtjit. To get a frdh fupply of money. 

Red Fustian. PoKt wine. 

Rbd Lane. The throat* Goi>e down the red lane; fwal-- 
lowed; 

Red LATTrcE. A public houfe. 

Red Letter Day. A faint's day or holiday^ marked in 
the calendars . with red letters. Red letter men ; Roman 
Catholics : from their obiervation of the faints^ days 
marked in red letters^ 

Red Rac» The tongue, Sh^t your potatoe trap^and give 
your red rag a holiday ; i. e. (hut your mouth, and letyour 
tongue red. Too much of the red rag ; too mtich tongue^ 

R^D S'AiL-YARD DoGxERs. ^uyefsof florcs ftoleti out of 
the royal yards and docks. 

RjTD Shank. A duck. Qant. 

Religious Horse. One nauch given to pra3rer, or apt to 
be down upon his knees. 

Religious Painter. One who' does not break the com-, 
mandment which prohibits the making of the likenefs of 
:^ny*thing in heaven or earth, or iii the waters under the 
earth. 

Remed^y Critch. a chamber pot; or member mug. 

Remember Parson Mblham. Drink about; a ^'orfolk 
phrafe. 

Rendezvous. A place of meeting. The rendes^vous of 
the beggars were, about the year 1638, according td the 
bell-man, St. Quinton^s, the Three Crowns in the Vintry, 
St. Tybs, and at Knapfbury: thefe. were four barns with* 
in a mile of London. In Riiddlefex were four oth«r har- 
bours, called IHaw the Pudding out of the Fire, the 
Crofs Keys in Craneford pariflij St. Julian's in Ifleworth 
parifii, and the Houfe of jPettie in Northall parifh. In 
Kent, the King's Barn near -Dariford, and Ketbrooke neat 
Blackheath. 

Rep. a woman of reputation. 

Repository. A lock-up or fpunging houfoj .a gaol. Alfo 
livery flables, where horfes and carriages are fold by au£tioa» 

Rescounters. The time of fettlement between the bulls 

and l?ears of Exchange-alley,- when the^Iofers mull pay 
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their differences, or become lame ducks, and waddle out 6f 
the Alley. 

Rbsukrection Men. Perfons employed by the fiudents 
in anatomy to fteal dead bodies out orchu,rch-yards. 

Reverence. An ancient cudom. Which obliges any perfoii 
eafing himfelf near the highway or foot path, on the word 
reverence being given him by a paflenger, to take, off his 
hat wiith his teeth, •and without moving from his flatiori 
to throw it over his head, by which it frequently falls into 
the excrement: this was confidered as a pqnifliment for 
. the breach of delicacy. A perfon refufing to obey this 
law, might be pulhed backwards. Hence, perhaps, the 
term fir^re'verence^ 

Reveri ED. A man fet by bullies on his head, that his 
money may fall out of his breeches, which "they after- 
wards by accident pick up. See Hoisting. 

Review of the Black Cuirassiers. A vifitathjn of the 
clergy. See Crow Fair. 

Rhino. Money. Cant» 

Rhinocerical'. Rich: the cull is rhinoceric;^!. Cant. 

Rib. A wife : an allufion to our common mother Eve, madd 
out of Adam's rib. A crooked rib ; a crofs-grained wife. 

Ribaldry.. Vulgar abufive language, fuch as was fpokerl 
by ribalds.- Ribalds were originally mercenary foldiers, 
who travelled about, fervingany mafter for pay, but after- 
wards degenerated into a mere banditti, 

RiBBiN> Money. The ribbin runs thick; i, t. there is plenty 
of money. Cant. 

To RiBROAsT. To beat: Til ribfoaft him to his hearths 
content. 

R<CH Fac^, of Nosfi. A rcid pimpled face. 

RicHARf) Snarv. a di^ionary. A country lad, having 
been reproved for calling perfons by their chriftian names, 
being fent by his, matter to borrow a jdidlionary, thought to 
(hew his breeding by afkmg for 4 Richard Snary. 
R I b g R . A perfon who receives part of the falary of a place 
or appointment from the ottenlible occupier, by virtue of 
an agreement with the donor, or great man appointing. 
The rider is faid to be quartered upon the poITefTor, who 
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o^ten has one or more perfons thus riding behind him. See 
Quartered. 

RiDGB. A gainea. Ridge cully; a goldfmith. Cant, 

RiDtNG St. Geo ROB. The woman uppermoft in the amo<^ 
rous congrefs, that is, the dragon upon Su George. This 
is faid to be the wsy to get a biihop'* 

Riding SKiMftKnoxoN. Ji ludicrous cavalcade, in ridicule 
of a man beaten by his wife. It confiib of a man riding 
behind a woman, "with his face to the horfe's tail> holding 
adiilafFin his hand, at which he ieems to work, the wo- 
man ail the while beating him with a ladle ; a fmock dis- 
played on a flaff is carried before them as an emblematical 
dandard, denoting female fuperiorxty : th^y are accompa-- 
nied by wliat is called the rough mufic, tha^ is, frying pans, 
bulls horns, marrow bones and cleavers, ice. A proceffion 
of this kind is admirably defcribed by Bugler in his Hudi- 
bras. He rode private, i. e. was a private trooper. 

ki F F R A F F . Low vulgar perfons, mob, tag-rag and bobtail. 

Rig., Fun, game, diverfiQn, or trick. To run one's rig 
upon any particular perfon ; to make him a but. I am up 
to your rig ; I am a match for your tricks. 

Rigging. Clothing* I'll unrig the blofs^ I'll drip the 
wench. Rum rigging; fine clothes. The cull has rum 
rigging, let's ding him and mill him, and pike ; the fel- 
low has good clothes, let's knock him down, rph him, and 
fcour off, i. c. run away. 

Rigmarole. Roundabout, nonfenfical. He told a long 
rigmarole flory. 

Ring. Money procured by begging: beggars fo call it 
from its ringing when thrown to them. Alfo a circle formed 
for boxers, wreftlers, and cudgel players, by a man ftyled 
Vinegar ; who, with his hat before his eyes, goes round the 
circle, ftrikingat random with his whip to prevent thepo- 

^ pulace from crowding in. 

To Ring a Peal. To fcpld: chiefly applied to women* 
His wife rung him a fine peal ! 

Rip. a miferable rip ; a poor, lean, worn-out horfe. 

RippoNS. Spurs: Rippon is famous for a manufaflory of 
fpurs, both for men and fighting cocks. 

ROARATORIOS 
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RoARATORios AVD Uproars. Oratorios and operas. 

Roaring Boy. A nojfy, riotous fellow. / ■ 

Roaring Trade. A qqiclc trade. 

To Roast. To arreft. Til roaft the dab; I'll arreft the 
rafcal.— Alfo to jeer, ridicule, or banter. He flood the 
roaft; he was the butt.— Ro^fl meat clothes; Sunday or 
holiday. clothes. To cry roaft meat; to boaft of one*s fitu- 
ation. To rule the roaft; to be mafter or paramount. 

Roast actd BortED.- A nick name for the Life Guards, 
who are moftly fubftantial houfe-keepers, and eat daily 
of roaft and boikd. 

Robert's Men. The third old rank of the canting crew, 
mighty thieves, like Robin Hood. 

RoBY Douglas, with one eye and a ftinking breath. The 
breech. 

Rochester Portion. Two. torn fmocks, and what na- 
ture gave. 

Rocked. He was rocked in a ftone kitchen; a faying meant 
to convey the idea that the perfon fppkcn of is a fool, his 
brains having been difordercd by the jumbling of his cra- 
dle. 

Roger. A portmanteau ; alfo a man's yard. Cant, 

Roger, or Tib of the Buttery. A goofe. Canf^ 
Jolly Roger ; a flag hoifted by pirates. 

To Roger. To bull, or lie with a woman : from the name 
of Roger being frequently given to a bull. 

Rogues. The fourth order of canters. A rogue in grain ; 
a great rogue, alfo a corn chandler. A rogue in fpirit ; 
a diftiller or brandy merchant. 

Roman. A foldier in the foot guards, who gives up his 
pay to his captain for leave to work ; ferving, like an an- 
cient Roman, for glory, and the love of his country. 

Romboyles. Watch and ward. Romboy led ; fought. after 

with a warrant. 
Rome Mort. A queen. 

Romeville. London. Cant, 

Romp. A forward wanllon girl, a tomrig.* Gr^y, in his 
notes to Shakefpeare, derives it from arompo, an animal 
found in South Guinea, that is, a man eater. See Hoyden, 
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RcoK. A cheat: probably from the thieviih difpoficion of 
the- birds of that name. Alfo the cant name for a crow nfed 
in houfe-breaking. — To rook; to cheat, particularly at play. 

Room. She lets out her fore room and lies backwards ; fay- 
ing of a woman fufpe^led of proftitution. 

Ropes. Upon the high ropes; elated^ in high fpirits^ cock' 
arwhoop. 

Rose. Under tht rofe; privately or fecretly. The rofe 
was, it is faid, facred to Harpocrates, the God of.Silecicey 
and therefore frequently placed in the ceilings of rooms de- 
ilined for the receiving of guefls ; implying, that whatever 
was tranfaded there, (hould not be made public. 

Rosy Gill9> One with a fanguine or freih-coloured coun- 
tenance. 

RoTAN. A coach, cart, or other wheeled carriage. 

Rot Gut. Small beer; called beer- a-bumble— will burft 
one's guts before 'twill make one tumble. 

Rovers. Pirates, vagabpnds. 

Rough. To lie rough; to lie all night in one*s clothes: 
called alfo roughing it. l^ikewife to fleep on the bare deck 
of a (hip, when the perfon is commonly advifed to cliufe 
the fofteft plank. 

Rough Music. Saucepans, frying-pans, poker and tongs, 
marrow bones and cleavers, bulls horns, ^c. beaten upon 
and founded in^ludicrous proceflions. 

Rouleau. A number of guineas, from twenty to fifty or 
more, wrapped up in papej, for the more ready circulation 
at gaming tables: fometimes they are inclofed in ivory boxes 
made to hold exactly 20, 50, or 100 guineas^ 

Round Dealing. Plain, honed dealing. 

Round Heads. A term of reproach to the puritans and 
partizans of Oliver Cromwell, and the Rump Parliament^ 
who it is faid made ufe of a bowl as a guide to trimiheir 
hair. 

Round Robin. A modeof figning remonftrances praftifcd 
by failors on board the king's fliips, wherein their n^mes 
are written in a circle, fo that it cannot be difcovered who 
firfl figned it, or was, in other words, the ringleader. 

Round Sum. A confiderable fum. ' 
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JRouT. A modern card meeting at a private houfc; alfo aft 
order from the Secretary at War, direfting the march and 
quartering of foldiers. 
Row, A difturbance : a term ufed by the Ihidents at Cam- 
bridge. ' ~ 
Rowland. . To give a Rowland for ah Oliver; to give an 
equivalent. Rowland aiid Oliver were two knights fa- 
mous in romance : the wonderful achievements of the one 
could Only be equalled by thofe of the Other. 
Rowlands. A fraternity, by the title of the ancient and 
honourable family of the Rowlands, held their annual 
meeting at the Prince and Princefs of ^Orange, White 
Chapel Fields. 
Roy AL Scamps. Highwaymen vi'ho never rob any but ridi 

perfons, and that without ill treating them. See Scamp* 
Royal Stag Society. Was held every Monday evening, 
at feven o'clock, at the Three Tuns, near the Hofpital 
Gate, Newgate Street. 
KoYSTER. A rude bpiflerous fellow ; alfo a hound that opens 

on a falfe fcent. 
To Rub. To run away. Don't rub us to thV whit; don*t 
fend us to Newgate, Cant, — To rub up; to refrefh: to 
rub up one's memory. A rub ; an impediment. A rub- 
ber ; the beft two out of three. To win a rubber; to 
win two games out of three, 
Ru BY-FACED. Rcd-faccd, 
"B^vr?. An orna.-nent farnierly worn by men and wom^n 

round their ne^ks. Wooden rufv; the pillory. 
Ruffian, Thedevil. C«»/.— May the ruffian nab the cuSa 
queer, and let the harmanbeck trine with his kinchins 
about his colquarron ; may the Devil take the juftice, and 
let the conftable be hanged with his children about his 
neck. The ruffian cly thee ; the Devil take thee. Ruffian 
cook ruffian, who fcalded the Devil in his feathers ; a fay- 
ing of a bad cook. Ruffian fonie times alfo means a juftice. 
Rufflbs. Handcuffs. Cant. 
RuFFL.ERs. TKe fifft rank of canters; alfo notorious rogues. 

pretending to be maimed foldiers or failors. 
Ruffmans, T)ie woods, hedges, or buihes, Cant^ 

^ Rug. 
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Hue. It is ail rug; It is all right and fafe^ the game is ie« 
cure. Canf^ 

Rum* Fine, good, valuable. 

Rum Beck. A juflxce of the peace. Cant* 

RumBite. a clever cheat, a clean trick. 

Rum Bleating Cheat. . A fat wether fheep. Cant. 

Rum Blower. A handfome wench. Cattf. 

Rum Bluffer. A jolly hoft. Cant. 

.Rum Bob. A young apprentice; alfoa fharp trick. 

Rum Booze, Wine, or any other good liquor. Rum boos* 
ing welts; bunches of grapes. Cant. 

Rum Bubber. a dexterous fellow at flealing filver tankards 
from inns and taverns. 

Rum Bugher. A valuable dog. Cant, 

Rum Bung. A full purfe. Cant, 

Rum Chub. Among butchers, a cuftomer eafily impofed 
on, as to the quality and price of meat. Cant. 

Rum Clout- A fine filk, cambric, or holland handker- 
chief. Cant. 

Rum Cod. A good purfe of gold. Cant. 

Rum Cob* See Coe. 

Rum CoLi. New money, or medals. Cant. 

Rum CovB, A dexterous or clever rogue* 

Rum Cull; A rich fool, eafily cheated, particularly by his 
midrefs. , 

Rum Degbn. A handfome fword, C^tnt. 

Rum Dell. See Rum Doxy. 

Rum Diver, A dexterous pickpocket. Cant. 

Rum Doxy. A fine wench. Cant. 

Rum Drawbrs, Silk, or other fine flockings. Cant* 

Rum Dropper. A vintner. Cant. 

Rum DjUBBBR. An expert picklock. 

Rum Duke« A jolly handfome fellow ; alfo an od3 excea- 
tric fellow; likewife the boldeft and ftouteft fellows lately 
among the Alfatians, Minters, Savoyards, and o^her'inha- 
bitants of privileged diftrifts, fent to remove and guard the 
goods of fuch bankrupts as intended to take fandluary in 
thofe places. Cant. 

Sum File. See Rum Diver. 

Rum FuK. A fliarp trrck. Cant^ 

1 ' Ruje 
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Rx/M Gaccers. Cheats who tell wonderfal fiories of thek 

fufFerings at fea« or when taken by the Algerines. Cant* 
Rum Ghelt. See Rum Colb. Cant, 
Rum Glymmbr. King or chief of the link boys. Cant. 
Rum Guttlers. Canary wine. Cant. 
Rum Hopper. A drawer at a tavern. Rum hopper, up 
us prefcntly a boozing cheat of rum guttlers; drawer^ 
bring us prefently a bottle of the bell canary.* Cant. 
Rum Kicks. Breeches of gold or filver brocade, or richly 

laced with gold or filver. Cant. 
Rum Mawnd. One that counterfeits a fool. Cant. 
Rum Mort. A queen, ^or great iady. Cant. 
Rum Nab. A good hat. 
Rum Nante. Good French brandy. Cant. 
Rum Ned. A very rich fijly fellow. Cant. 
Rum Pad. The highway. Cant. 
Rum Padders. Highwaymen well mounted and armed* 

Cant* 
Rum Peepers. Fine looking-glafTes. Cant^ 
Rum Prancer. A fine horfe. Cant. 
Rum Quids. A great booty. Cant. 
Rum Ruff Peck. Weflphalia ham. ,Cant. 
Rum Snitch. A fmart fillip on the nofe. 
Rum Squeeze. Much wine, or good liqudr, given amoiig 

fidlers. Cant. 
Rum Tilter. See Rum Degen. 
Rum ToL. SeeRuMDECEN. 

Rum Topping. A rich commode, of* i^oman's head drefs/ 
Rum Ville. See RoMEvfLLE. 
Rum Wjper'. See Rum Clout. 
RuMBo. Rum, water, and fugar; alfo a prifon.- 
Rumbovle. a ward or watch. 
Rumbumptious. Obftreperous; 

Ri&MFoRD. To ride to Rumford to have one'§ backiide new 
bottomed ; i. e. to have a pair of new leather breeches : 
Rumford was formerly a famous place for Icathei* breeches. 
A like faying is current in Norfolk and Suffolk, of Bungey, 
and for the fame reafon. — Rumford lion 5 a calf. See Es- 

SEXLiONi 
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Rt/MP. To rump any' one; lo turn the back to him: an 
evolution fometimes ufed "^t court. Rump and dozen; a 
^ rump of beef and a dozen of claret : an Irifh wager, called 
alfo buttock and trimmings. Rump and kidney men; fid- 
lers that play at feafls, fairs, weddings, &c. and live chiefly 
on the remnants. 

« 

Rumpus. A riot, quarrel, or confufion. 

Run Goods. A maidenhead, being a commodity never 

entered* 
Running IIorse, or Nag. A clap, orgleet. 
Running Smobble. Snatching goods off a counter, and 

throwing them to an accomplice, who brufties off with them. 
Running Stationers. Hawkers of newfpapers, trials, 

and dying fpeeches» ' 
Runt. A (hort, fquat man or woman: from the fmall cat* 
, tie called Welfh runts. 
HusHERs. Thieves wha knock at the doors of great houfes, 

in London, in fummer time, when the families are gone 

out of to^yn, and on the door being opened by a woman, 

rufh in and rob the hoiife ; alfo houfebreakcrs who enter 

lone houfes by force. 
Russian Coffee House. The Brown Bear in Bow-flreet, 

Covent Garden, a houfe pf call for the thief-takers and 

runners of the Bow-flreet juflices. \ 
Rusty. Out ofufe. To nab the rufl; to be rcfraftory: 

properly applied to a reflive horfe, and figuratively to the 

human fpecies. To ride tufly; to be fullen : called alfo 
, to ride grub. 
Rusty Guts. A blunt furly fellow: a jocular mifnomer 

of rnfiicus* 
Rutting. Copulating. Rutting time;. the f£»fon when 

deer go to rut. 
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ACHEVERELk The iroft door, ior blowdr, to the raoutk 
ofaftove: from a divine of that name, who made him- 
felf famous for blowing the coals of diiTention in the latter, 
end of the reign of Queen Ann, 

Sack. A pocket. To buy the fack; to get drunk. To 
dive into the fack; to pick a pocket. To break a bottle 
in an empty fack; a bubble bet* a fack with a bottle in it 
not being an eihpty fack. 

Sad Dog. A wicked debauched fellow: one of ihe ancient 
family of the fad dogs. Swift tranflates it into Latin by 
the words triftis canis. 

Saddl^. To fad die the fpit ; to give a dinner or fupper* 
To faddle one's nofe; to wear fpedacles. To faddie a 
place or penfion; to oblige the holder to pay a certain por- 
tion of his income to fome one nominated by the donor. 
Saddle fick; galled with riding, having lofl leather. 

Saint. A piece of fpoilt timber in a coachmaker's fhop, 
like a ifaint, devoted to the flames. 

Saint Geoffrey's Day. Never, there being no faint of 
that name^: tomorrow-come-never, when two Sundays 
come together. 

SaintLuks'sBird. An ox: that evangelifl being always 
reprefented with an ox. 

Saint Monday. A holiday mod religioufly obferved by 
journeymen fhoemakers, and other inferior mechanics : 
a profanation of that day, by working, is punifhable by a 
fine, particularly among the gentle craft. An Irilhman 
obferved, that this faint's anniverfary happened every week. 

Saintongb. a fociety formerly held at the Excife Coffee 
Houfe, Old Broad-ftreet. 

Sal. An abbreviation o{ fali^ation. In a high fal ; in the 
pickling tub, or under a falivation. 

Salamanders. The worthy Members of the Society of 

B b Salamanders 
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Salamanders met &t the Bull and Anchor^ near Hammer* 
fmith. 

Salesman's DoG« A barker. VideBARKBR. 

Salmon- GUNDY. Apples, onions, veal or chicken and pickled 
herrings, minced' fine and eaten with oil and vinegar: feme 
derive the name of this mefs from the French words felon 
mon gouftg becaufe the proportions of the different ingredi- 
ents are regulated by the palate of the maker ; .others fay 
it bears the name of the inventon, who was a rich Dutch 
merchant : but the general and mod probable opinion is, 
that it was invented by the countefs of Salmagondi, one of 
the ladies of Mary de Medicis, wife of king Henry IV. of 
France, and by her brought into France. 

Salmon, or Salamon. The beggars facrament or oath. 

Salt. Lecherous. A fait bitch ; a bitch at heat, or proud 
bitch; Salt eel ; a rope's end, ufed to correal boys, &c. at 
fea: you fhall have a fait eel for fupper. 

Sandwich. Ham^ dried tongue, or fome other falted meat, 
cut thin, and put between two flices of bread and butter: 
faid to be a favourite morfel with the Earl of Sandwich.' 

Sandy Pate. A red-haired man or. woman. 

Sangaree. Rafk punch was formerly fo called in bagnios. 

Sank, Sanky, or Centipee**. A taylor employed by 
clothiers in making foldiers clothing. 

Sapscull. a fimple fellow. Sappy; fooliih. 

Satyr. A libidinous fellow: thofe imaginary beings are by 
poets reported to be extremely falacious. 

Sauce Box. A term of familiar raillery^ iignifying a bold 
or forward perfon. 

Save-all. A kind of candleflick ufed by our frogal fore- 
fathers, to burn fnuffs and ends of candles. Figuratively, 
boys running about gentlemen's houfes in Ireland, who 
are fed on broken meats that would ptherwife be wailed ; 
. alfo a mifer. 

Saunter ER« An idle^ lounging, fellow: by fome derived 

from fans terre ; applied to perfons who, having no lands 

or home, lingered and loitered about. Some derive it 

* from perfons devoted to the Holy Land, faint terre y who 

loitered about> as waiting for company. 

Saw. 
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Saw. "An old faw ; an ancient proverbial faying. 

Sa WNY, or Sa N D Y. A general nick-name for a Scotchman^ 
as Paddy is for an Irifhman, or Taffy for a Welchman ; 
Sawny or Sandy being the familiar abbreviation or diminu- 
tive of Alexander, a very favourite name among the Scot- 
tiih nation. ' 

Scab. A worthlefs man or woman. 

Scald AJiserables. A fet of mock mafons, who, A. D. 
1744, made a ludicrous proceilion in ridicule of the Free 
Mafons. 

Scaly Fish. An honeft, rough, blunt failor. 

Scamp. A highwayman. Royal fcamp ; a lugh>Vayman who 
robs civilly. Royal foot fcamp ;^a footpad who behaves in 
like manner. 

To Scamper. To run awayhaflily. 

Scandal Broth. Tea. 

Scandal Proof. One who has eat ihame and drank after 

. it, or would blufh at being aftiamed. » 

Scandalous. A perriwig. Cant, 

ScAjPEG allows. One who deferyes aind has narrowly 
efcaped the gallows, a flip-gibbet, one for whom the 
gallows is faid to groan. 

Scapegrace. A wild diffolute fellow. 

Scarce. To make one's felf fcarce ; to ileal away. 

Scarlet Horse. A high-red, hired or hack horfe ; a pun 
on the word hired, 

ScAvEY. Senfe, knowledge. ** Maffa, me no fcavey;*' ma- 
iler, I dont know (negroe language)^ perhaps froift tbo 
French fcaiioir. 

Scheme. A party of pleafure. 

Schism Monger. A difTenting teacher. 

Schism Shop. A diiTenting meeting houfe. 

School of Venus. A bawdy houfc. 

School Butter. Cobbing, whipping. 

Sconce. The head, probably as being the fort and citadel 
of a man : irom/c$ncey an old name for a fort, derived from 
a Dutch word of the fame fignification. To build a fconce; 
a military term for bilking one's quarters. To fconce or 
Jkoncc ; to iropofe a finct Academical phrxiji* 

B b :» Scotch 
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Scotch Bait. A halt and a refting on a ftlck^ ai pra^lifed 
by pedlars. 

Scotch Chocolate. Brimilone and milk. 

Scotch Fiddle. The itch. 

Scotch Mist. A fober foaking rain: a Scotch mid Will 
wet an EngUIhraan to the ikin. 

Scotch Warming Pan, , A wench. 

Scou N D RjB L. A man void of every principle of hcmonr. 
, Scour. To fcour or fcorp off; to runaway: perhaps from 
/tors, i, e, full fpeed, or as faft as legs would carry one.— 
Alfo to wear : chiefly applied to iroHsj, fetters, or hand- 
cuiFs, bccaufe wearing fcours them. He will fcpur the 
(Jarbies ; he will be in fetters. To fcour the cramp ring 5 
to wear bolts or fetters, from which, as well as from coffin 
hinges, rings fuppofed to prevent the cramp are made. 

Scourers. Riotous bucks, who amufe thenifelves with 
breaking windows, beating the watch, and aflaulting every 
perfon they me^t : called fcouriog the ftreets. 

Scout. A college errand boy at Oxford, called a gyp at 
Cambridge. Alfo a wat^hmaq or a watch. Ca^f, 

Scragged. Hanged. ' 

Scraggy. Lean, bony. 

Scran!, Vi^uals^ 

Scrap. A villanous fcheme or plan. He whiddtes the 
whole fcrap; he difcovers the whole plan or fcheme. 

JScr ape. To get into a fcrs^pe ; to be involved in a difagre©- 
able bufinefs. 

Scraper. A£dler; ^Ifo one who f(;rapes plates for mezzo* 
tip to prints^ 

Scraping. A mode of exprelling diilike to a perfon, pr 
fermon, pradlifed at Oxford by the ftudents, in fcraprng 
their feet againft the ground during the preachment ; fre-r 
quently done to teftify their difapprobation of a prodor 
who has been, as they think, too rigorous. 

Scratch. Old Scratch; the Devil: probably from the 
long and fharp ^laws with which he is frequently deli- 
neated. 

Scratch Land. Scotland. 

§Pratch P;.atter, or Taylo^is Ragovt. Bread fopi 
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in the oil and vinegar in wiiich encumbers have been 

fliced. 
To Screw. To copulate. A female fcrew; a common 

proflitute. To fcrew one up ; to exadi upon one in a bar* 

gain or reckoning. 
Screw Jaws. A wry^monthed man or wom^n. -^ 

Scrip. A fcrap or flip of paper. The cully freely blotted 

the fcrip, and tipt m^ forty hogs ; the man freely figned 

the bond, and gave me forty fhillings. — Scrip ^s alfo a 

Change Alley phrafe for the laft loan or fubfcription. 

What does fcrip go at for the next refcounters ? what does 

fcrip fell foi- delivered at the next day of fettling ? 
ScROBY. Td be tipt the fcrdby ; to be whipt before the 

jtxftices. 
ScROPB. A farthing. Cant. 
ScRVB. A low mean fellow^ employed in all forts of dirty 

work. 
ScRUBBADO. The itch. 
Scull. A head of a houfe, or mader of a college, at the 

univerfitics. 
Scull, or Sculler. A boat rowed by one man with 9 

light kind of oar, called a fcuU ; alfo a one-horfe chaife or 

buggy. 
Scull Thatch'er. A peruke maker. 
ScuM\ The riff raff, tag-rag knd bobtail, or loweft order 

of the people. 
Scut. The tail of a hare or rabbit ; alfo that of a woman. 
Scuttle. To fcattls off; to run away. To fcuttle a 

fhip ; to make a hole in her bottom, in order to fink her. 
Sea Crab. A Tailor. 
Sealer^ or Squeeze Wax. One ready to give bond and 

judgjpent for goods or money. 
Secret. He has been let into the fecret ; he has boen cheat- 

ed at gaming or horfe- racing. He or ihe is in the grand 

fecret ; i, e. dead. 
Seedy. Poor, pennylefs, ftiver-cramped, exhaufted. 
Sees., The eyes. See Daylights. 
^ERAGLio. A bawdy houfe; the name of that part of the 

(jreat TurH-s palace where the women are kept. 

Set, 
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Set. a dead fet; a concerted fcheme todefraod a perfbn 

by gaming. 
Setter. A bailiff^s follower, who, like a fetting dog» fol- 
lows and points oat the game for his mailer. Alfo Some- 
times an excifeman. 
To Settle. To knock down or ftun any one. We fettled 

the cull by a floter on his nob; we dunned the fellow by a 

blow on the head. 
Seven-sided Animal. A one-eyed man or woman, each 

having a right iide and a left fide, a fore fide and a back 

iide, an outfide, an infide, and a blind fide. 
Shabbaroon. An ill -dre£ed fhabby fellow ; alfo a mean- 

fpirited perfon. 
Shaftsbury. a gallon pot full of wine, with a cock. 
To Shag. To copulatCi He is but bad fhag ; he-is no able 

woman's man* ^ ^ 

Shag-bag, or Shake-bag. A poor fneaking fellow, a 

man of no fpirit : a term borrowed from the cock-^pit. 
Shake. To (hake one*s elbow; to game with dice. To 

ihake a cloth in the wind ; to be hanged in chains. 
Shallow Pate. A fimple fellow. 

Sham.* A cheat, or trick. To cut a (bam ; to cheat or 
' deceive. Shams; falfe fleeves to put on over a dirty 

fhirt, or falfe fleeves with ruffles to put over a plain one. 

To (ham abram ; to counterfeit ficknefs. 
To Shamble. To walk aukwardly. Shamble-^legged ; one 

that walks wide, and fhuffles about his feet. 
Sh anker, a venereal wart* 
Shanks. Legs» or gams. 
Shanks Naggy. To ride fhanks naggy ; to travel on foot. 

Scotch. 
Shannon. A river in Ireland: perfons dipped in that' 

river are perfedlly and for ever cured of bafhfulnefs. 
Shapes. To fhew one's fhapes; to be flript, or made peel, 

at the whipping pofl. 
Shappo, orSHAP. A hat : corruption of fi&^/^tf«^* CanU 
Shark. A fharpcr: perhaps from his preying upon any 

one he can lay hold of. Alfo a cuflom-houfe officer, or 

tide-waiter. Sharks; the firft ordejr of pickpockets^ 

Bo^-Jireet term, A. D. 178s* 

SliAI^9. 
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Sharp. Subtle, acnte, quick-witted; alfo a Iharper or 
cheati in oppofition to a flat, dupe, or gull, Sharp*s the 
word and quick's the motion with him ; faid of any one 
very attentive to his own intereft, and apt to take all ad- 
vanuges. Sharp fet ; hungry. 
Sharper* A cheat, one that lives f>y his wits. Sharps 
tools ; a fool and falfe dice. 

Shaver, A cunning fhaver ; a fubtle fellow, one who 
trims clofe, an acute cheat. A young ihaver; a boy* 
Sea term. 

Shavings. The clippings of money. 
^ She Hous£. A houfe^here the wife rules, or, as the teriii 
is, wears the breeches. 

She Lion. A fhilling. 

She Nappsr. A woman th ief*^ catcher ; alfo a bawd or 
pimp. 

Sheep's Head* Like a ftieep's head, all jaw; faying of 
a talkative roan or woman. ^ 

Sheepish. Bafhful. A (heepi(hfellow; abalhfulor/hame- 
faced felfovv. To call a Iheep's eye at any thing; to look 
wilhfully at it. ^ 

Sheriff's Ball. An execution. To dance at the flierif j 
ball, and loll out one's tongue at the company ; to he 
hangetl, or go to rell in a horfe's night cap, i. e, a halter. 

Sheriff's Bracelets. Handcuffs. 

Sheriff's Hotel. A prifon. 

Sheriff's Picture Frame. The gallows. 

To Sherk. To evade or difappoint 2 to fherk one's duty. 

To Sherry. Torunaway: flierry off. 

Shifting BALLAst. A terra, ufed by failors, to fignify 
foldiers, paiTengers, or any landfmen on board. 

ShiLlalet. An oaken .fapling, or cudgel: from a wood 

of that name famous for its oaks. /r//^. 
Shilly-shally. Irrefolute. - To {land fhillyrihally; to 

hefitate, or (land in doubt. 
Shine.. It fhines like a fhitten barn door. 
Ship Shape. Proper, as it ought to be. Sea phraft:^ 
Sh-t Sacic. a daftardly fellow ; alfo a non-conformill. Thtf 

appellation i% faid tp have originated from the following 

ftor/: 
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(lory :— After the relloration, the laws againfl the non-cpit- 
formiils were , extremely fevere. They fometimes met in 
very obfcure places : and there is H tradition that one of their 
congregations were aikmbled in a barn, the rendezvous of 
beggars and other vagrants, where the preacher, for want 
of a ladder or tub, was fufpended in a fack fixed to the 
beam. His difcourfc that day being on the laft judgment, 
lie particularly attempted to dcfcribe the terrors of the 
wicked at the founding of the trumpe.t; on which a trum- 
peter to a puppet fhow, who had taken . refuge in that 
. barn and lay hid under the ilraw, founded a charge. The 
congregation, (truck with the iitmofl confternation, fled in 
an inilant from the place, leaving their affrighted teacher 
to fhift for himfelf. The effedts of his terror are faid to 
have appeared at the bottom of the fack, and to have oc- 
cafioned that opprobrious appellation by which the pon- 
conformifts were vulgarly diflinguifhed. 

Sh-t-ng through the Teeth. Vomiting. Hark ye, 
friend, have you got a padlock on your a-fe, that you fli-te 
through your teeth ? vulgar addrefs to one vomiting. 

Shod all^ round. A parfon who attends a funeral is faid 
tobefhod all round, when he receives a hat-band, vgloves, 
and fcarf ; many fhoeings being only partial. 

Shoemaker's Stocks. New, or ilrait fhoes. I was in 
the fhoemaker's flocks ; i. e. had on a new pair of fhoes 
that were too fmall for me. — 

To Shoole. To go fkulking about. 

To Shoot the Cat. To vomit from cxcefs of liquor: 
called alfo catting. 

Shop; A prifon. Shopped; coh fined, impr'^foned. 

Shoplifter. One that fteals whilfl pretending to pufchafe 
goods ill a fhop. 

Short-heeled Wench; A girl apt tofallon her back. 

Shot. To pay one's fhot ; to pay one's fhare of a reckon- 
ing. Shot betwixt wind and water ; poxed or clappeci- 

Shotten Herring. A thin meagre fellow. 

To Shove the Tumbler. To be whipped at the cart's 

tail. 
SkovEL* • To be put to bed with alhovel; to be buried. 
' . He 
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He or (he was fed with a fire-fhovel i a f&ymg of a perfon 
with a large mouth. 

SHOULDER Clapper. A bailiff, or inember of the catch 
club. Shoulder clapped ; arrefled. 

Shoulder Sham. A partner to a file. See File. 

Shred. A taylor. 

Shrimp. A little diminutive perfon; 

To Shuffle. To make ufe of falfe pretences, or unfair 
fhifts. A fhuffling fellow ; a flippery fhiftin^ fellow. 

Shy Cock. One who keeps within doors for fear of bai- 
liffs. 

Sice. Sixpence. 

Sicic AS A Horse. Horfes are faid to be extremely fick at 
their ftomachs, from being unable to relieve themfelves by 
vomiting. Bracken, indeed, in his Farriery, gives an in- 
fiance of that evacuation being procured^ but by a means 
which he fays would make the Devil vomit* Such as may 
have occafion to adminifier an emetic either to the animal 
or the fiend, may confult his book for the Recipe. 

Side Pocket. He has as much need of a wife as a dog of 
a fide pocket; faid of a weak old debilitated man. He 
wants it as much as a dog does a fide pocket ; a fi mile ufed 
for one who defires any thing by no means necefiTary. 

Sidlbdtwry. Crooked^ 

Sign ot a House to Let; A widow's weeds, ( 

r Five Shillings; Thecrown; 

Sign of the \ Ten Siy llings. The two crowns. 

L Fifteen Shillings. The three crowns. 

Silence. To filence a man ; to knock him down, or flu n 
him. Silence in the court, the cat is pifilng ; a gird upon 
any one requiring filence unnecefiTarily. 

Silent Flute. See pEpo, Sugar Stick, &c. 

SiLk Snatchers*. Thieves who fnatch hoods or bonnets 
from perfons walking in the dreets. 

SiMKiN. A fooliOi fellow. 

Simon. Sixpence. Simple Simon ; a natural, a filly fellow : 
Simon Suck-egg, fold his wife for an addle duck egg. 

To Simper. To fmile : to fimper like a furmity kettle. 

Simpleton. Abbreviation of fimple Tony or Anthony, a 
foolifh fellow. 

C C SlMPLS5. 
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Simples. Phyfical herbs ; alfo follies. He muft go to BaN 
terfea, to be cut for the flmples — Batterfea is a place fa- 
mous for its garden grounds, fome of which were formerly 
appropriated to the growing of fimples for apothecaries, 
who at a certain feafon ufed to go down to fele£l their 
flock for the enfuing year^.at which time the gardners 
were faid to cut their fimples ; whence it became a popular 
joke to advife young people to go to Batterfea, at that . 
time, to have their fimples cut, or to be cut for the 
fimples* 

To Sing small. To be humbled, confounded, or abafhed, 
to have little or nothing to fay for one's felf. 

Single Peeper. A perfon having but one eye. 

SiNCLETEN. A very fooliih fellow; alfo a particular kind 
of nails. 

Singleton. A cork fcrew, made by a famous cutler of that 
name, who lived in a flace called Hell, in Dublin ; hid 
fcrews are remarkable for their excellent temper. 

Sir John. The old title for a country parfon : as Sir John 
ofWrotham, mentioned by Shakefpeare. 

Sir John Barleycorn. Strong beer. 

Sir Loin. The fur, or upper loin. 

Sir Reverence. Human excrement, a t— d. 

Sir Timothy. One who, from a defire of being the head 
of the company, pays the reckoning, or, as the term is, 
Hands fquire. See Squire. 

Sitting Breeches. One who flays late in company, is 
faid to have his fitting breeches on, or that he will fit longer 
than a hen. 

Six and Eight Pence. An attorney, whofe fee on feve* 
ral occafions is fixed at that fum. 

Six and Tips. Whiiky and fmall beer. Irifi^. . 

Six Pounder. A fervant maid, from the wages formerly 
given to maid fervants, which was commonly fix pounds. 

Sixes. Small beer, formerly fold at fix fhillings the barreL 

Sixes and Sevens. Left at fixes and fevens ; i. e. in con- 
fufion : commonly faid of a room wl^ere the furniture, &c. 
is fcattered about ; or of a bufmefs left unfettled. 

Size op Ale. Haifa pint. Size of breail and checfea acer^ 

tain 
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tain quantity. Slzings ; Cambridge term £qr the college 
allowance from the buttery, ci^lled at Oxford battles. 

Size a. A poor or inferior ftudent on the college ef!abli(h- 
merit at Cambridge, called at Oxford a fervitor. 

Skew. A cup, or beggar's wooden di(h. 

Skewvow, or All a6kiw. Crooked, inclining to one iide. 

Skin. In a bad (kin ; out of temper, in an ill humour. 
Thin-fkinned ; touchy, peeviih. 

Skin Flint. An avaritious man or woman* 

Skink. To fkink, is to wait on the company, ring the bell, 
ilir the fire, and fnuff the candks ; the duty of the youngeft 
officer in a military mefs. See Boots. 

Skins. A tanner. 

Skip Jacks. Yoangders that ride horfes on fale, horfc 
dealers boys. 

Skip Kennel. A footman. 

Skipper. A barn ; alfo a Dutch feaman. - Canf, ' 

To Skit. To wheedle. Cant. 

Skrip. See Scrip. . 

Skulker. A foidier .who by feigned ficknefs, or other pre- 
tences, evades his duty ; a failor who keeps below in time 
of danger ; in the civil line, one who - keeps out of the 
way, when any work is to be done. To Ikulk ; to hide one's 
felf, to avoid labour or duty. 

Sky Farmers. Cheats who pretend they were farmers in 
the idc of Sky, or fbme other remote place, and were ruined 
by a flood, hurricane, or fome fuch public calamity; or 
elfe called iky farmers from their farms being tn nubihus^ 
* in the clouds.' 

SkyParlovr. The garret, or upper ftory. 

Slabbering Bib. A parfon or lawyer's band. 

Slag. A flack-mettled fellow, one not ready to refent an 
affront. 

Slam. A trick; alfo a game at whift loft without fcoring 
one. To flam to a door ; to fhut it with violence. 

Slammakin. A female floven, one whofe clothes feem 
hung on with a pitch-fork, a carelefs trapes. 

Slang. Cant language. 

Slap-bang Shop* A petty cook's fhop where there is no 

C c 2 credit 
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credit given, bat what is had maft be paid down with the 
ready Jlap' bang t i- e. immediately. This is a common ap- 
pellation for a night cellar frequented by thieve^, and 
fometimes for a ftage coach or caravan. 

Slapdash. Immediately, inftantly, fuddenly. 

Slasher. A bullying riotous fellow, Irijb* 

Slat. Half-crown* Cant. 

Slate. A fheet. Cant. 

Slater's Pan. The gaol at Ktjigfton in Jamaica : Slateit 
is the deputy provoft nurtial. 

Sl-attbrn. a woman flattiihly negligent in her drefi. 

Sleeping Partner* A partner in a trade, or ihop, who 
lends his nam€ and money, for which he receives a (hare of 
the profit, without doing any part of the bufinefs. 

Sleep Y. Much worn: the cloth of your coat muft be ex- 
tremely fleepy, for it has not had a nap thb long time. 

Sleeveless Errand. A fool's erranfl,, in fearch of what 

it is impoffible to find. 
Slice. To take a diet; to intrigue^ particularly witk a 
married woman, becaafe a flice of a cut loaf is not mififcd, 

Slipgibbit. See Scafegallows. 

btiPPBRT CifAP* One on whom there can be no depend- 
ance, a ihoffling fellow. 

SLfPSLOPs. Tea, water-gryel, or atiy ipnoc^nt beverage 
taken medicinally. 

Slipsloppinc. Mifnamingand mifapplying any hard word: 
frpii) the character pf Mrs. Slipflop^ in Fielding's Jofeph 
Andrews, 

Slops. Wearing apparel and bedding ufcd by ieamen. 

Slop Seller. A dealer in thofe articles^ who keeps a flop 

fhop. 
Slouch. A ftdoping gate, a negligent flovenly fellow. To 

ilouch ; to hang down one's head. A flouched hat ; a hat 

whofe brims are let down. 
Slubber pb Gvllion. A dirty nafly fellow. 
Slug. A piece of lead of any ihape, to be fired from a 

blunderbu{s.* To fire a Aug; to drink a dram. 
Slug-a-bed. a drone, one that cannot rife in the n^or^ing. 
Sluice your Gob* Take a beftrty drink. 

Slur. 
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ftLV«» To fldrj is a method of cheadng at dice ; aUb to 

caft a refleftion on any one's charadler, to fcandalize. 
Slush. Gr^afy di(h water, or the fkimmliags of a pot where 

fat meat has been boiled* 
Slush Bucket. A foal feeder, one that eats much greafy 

food. 
Sly Boots. A cnnnbg fe}low, pDder the maik of &ii« 

plidty. 
Smabblid, or Shabblbd. Killed in battle. 
To Smack. To kifs. I had a fmack at her mans ; I kiiTed 

her month. To fmack calves ikin ; to kifs the book, i. e* 

to take an oath. The queer cufiin bid me fmack calves (kin, 

but I only bufled my thumb ; the jullice bid me kifs the 

book, but I only kiifed my thumb. 
Smack Smooth. Level with the furface, every thing cat 

away. 
Smackimo Covk« a coachman. 
Small Cloth as. Breeches : a gird at the aFe6led delicacy 

of the prefent age ; a fuit being called, coat, waiftcoat, 

and articles, or fmall clothes. 
Smabt. Spruce, firte: as fmart as a carrot new fcraped. 
Smabt Money. Money allowed to foldiers or failors for 

the lofs of a limb, or other hurt received in the fervice. 
Smash, Leg of mutton and imaih; a leg of mutton and 

malhed turnips. Sta term. 
To Smash. To break ; alfo to kick down fiairs. Cant. 
Smear. A plaiflerer. 
Smear Gelt. A bribe. German. 
Smeller. A nofe. Smellers; a cat's whifkers. 
Smelling Cheat. An orchard, or garden; al fp a nof^- 

gay. Cant. 
Smelts. Half guineas. Cant. 
Smicket. a fmock, or woman's (hift. 
Smirk. A finical fpruce fellow. Tofmirk; to fmile, or 

look pleafantly, 
Smitbr. An arm. To fmite one's tutor; to get money 

from him. Academic term. 
Smithfield Bargain. A bargain whereby the purchafer 

is taken in. This is likewife frequently ufed to exprefs 

matches 
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. lOBtclies or naniages contraded felelj on the (bore of in* 
tereft, on one or both fides, where the fair lex ara tongbt 
and fold like cattle in Smithfield. -^ 

Smock-faced. Fair- faced. 

1*0 Smo<b« Toobferve, to^fufped* 

Smoker. A tobacconift. 

S»foCT. Curioas, fofpiciooiy tnqnifitive. 

Sif OUCH. Dried leaves of the a(h tree, ufed by (he fnag- 
glers for adalterating the blach or bohea teai. 

Smous. a German }tw» 

Smug. A nick-name for a blackfmith $ alfo neat and fprace. 

Smuggling Ken. A bawdy houfe. 

To Smush. To fnatch, or feize fuddenly. 

Smut, fiawdy. Smatty ftory ; ^n indecent ftory. 

Snack. A fhare. To go fnacks ; to be partners. 

To Snabble. To rifie or plunder; alfo to kill. 

Snaffler. a highwayman. Snafiler of prancers ; a horfe 
dealer. 

To Snaffle. To deal. To fnaffle any one's poll ; to ileal 
his wig. 

Snaggs. Large teeth; alfofnails. 

Snakesman. See Little ^nakesman. 

Snap Dragon. A chriftmas gambol : raifins and almonds 
being po't into a bowl of brandy, and the candles ex- 
tinguifhed, the fpirit is fet on fire, and the company fcram* 
ble for the raifins. 

To Snap the Glaze. To break fliop windows, or (how 
glaifes. 

Snappers. Piilols. 

Snapt. Taken, caught. 

Snatch Cly. A thief who fnatches women's pockets^ 

Sneak. A pilferer. Morning fneak ; one who pilfers early 
in the morning, before it is light. Evening fneak; an 
evening pilferer. Upright fneak ; one who fteals pewter 
pots from the alehoufe boys employed to coUeft them. 
To go upon the fneak ; to deal into hpofes whoft doors 
are careleisly left open. Cant* 

Sneaker. A fmall bowl. 

Sneaking Budge. One that robs alone*' 

Sneaksby, A mean- fpirited fellow, a fneaking cur. , 

Sneirinoj 
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SuBBtiiro. Jeering, flickering, laoghing in fcorn. 

Snickir* a glandered horfe. 

To Snicker, or Snigger. To laugh privately, or im one's 

fleeve. 
To Snilch. To eye, or look at any thing attentively : the 

call fnilches. CatU* 
Snip. A taylor. 

Snitch. To turn fnitch, or fniccher ; to turn informer. 
To Snitb. To wipe, or flap. Snice his fnitch; wipe his 

nofe, i. e. give him a good knock. 
To Snivbl. To cry, to throw the fnot or fnivel about* 
* Snivelling ; crying. A fnivelling fellow ; one that whines 

or complains. 
To S N o A c H . To fpeak through the nofe, to fnuffle. 
Snob. A nick-name for a flioemaker. 
ToSnooze, or Snoodge. To fleep. To fnooze with a 

xnort ; to fleep with a wench. Cant. 
Snout. A hogfliead. Cant, 
Snowball. A jeering appellation for a negroe. 
To Snub. To check, or rebuke. 
Snub Devil. A parfon* 

Snub Nose. A (hort nofe turned up at the end. 
Snvdgb. a thief who hides himfelf under a bed, in order 

to rob the houfe. 
S N u P r . To take fnufF ; to be offended . 
To Snuffle. To fpeak through the nofe. 
Snuffles. A cold in the head, attended with a running 

at the nofe. 
Snug. All's fnug'; all's quiet. 
To Soar. To drink. An old foaker ; a drunkard, one that 

moiftens his clay to make it flick together. 
Socret Monet. A whore's fee, or hire; alfo money paid 

for a treat, by a married man caught in an intrigue. 
Soldiers Bottle. A large one. 

Soldiers Mawnd. A pretended foldier, begging with a 
counterfeit wound, which he pretends to have received at 
fome famous (lege or battle. 
Soldiers Pomatum. A piece of tallow candle. 
Sol FA. A parifli clerk. 

■ ■ ' ■ ■ SoLo 
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^OLO Platbr. a M{erMt performer on iny inflniilheti'f/ 
who always plays alone, becaafe no one wiU Hay in the 
room to hear htm. 

Solomon. The mafs. Cant, 

Son op Prattlembnt. A lawyer. 

Song. He changed his fong ; he altered his accoant or evi- 
dence. It was bought for an old fong ; i. e. Tery cheap. 
His morning and his evening fong do not agree ; he tells 
1 different Hory. 

SooTERKiN. A joke npoik the Dutch women; fnppofing 
that, by their 'conftant ufe of ftoves,- which they place 
under their petticoats, they breed a kind of fmall animal 
in their bodies, called a footerkin, of the fize of a moufe, 
which when mature flips oat. 

Sop. a bribe. A fop for Cerberus ; a bribe for a porter, 
turnkey, or gaoler. 

Sorrel. A yellowilh redi Sorrel pate ; one having red hair. 

Sorrow shall be his Sdps. He (hall repent this. 
Sorrow go by me ; a common expletive ufed by the pref- 
byterians in Ireland* 

Sorry. Vile, mean, worthlefs. A (brry fellow, orhufley^ 
a worthlefs man or woman. 

Soss Branglb. a flatternly wench. 

Sox Weed. Tobacco. 

Soul Doctor, or Driver. A parfon. 

Sounders. A herd of fwine. 

Souse, ^ot a foufe ; not a penny. Freneb^ 

Souse Crown. A iilly fellow. 

South Sea. Mountain, gin. 

Sow. A fat woman. He has got the wrong torn by the ear ; 
he miftakes his man. Drunk as David's fow; fee David's 
Sow. 

Sow's Babt; a fucking pig. 

Sow Child. A female child. 

Spado. A fword. Spanijb. 

Spanish. TheSpaniih; ready money. 

Spanish Coin. Fair words, and complimcAtl. 

Spanish Faqoot. The fan. 

Spanish Gout. The pox. 

Spanish Padlock* A kind of girdle eoatrived by jealoos 

holbands 
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l^aft^nds of that natioiiy to Tecure the chaftity of their 
wives, 

Spanish, or Kimq of Spain's^ TRvupBtElt. An aff 
when braying. 

Spanish Wo&M. A nail t fo called by carpenters when they 
meet with one in a board they are fawing. 

.iSpANKs, or SpANKcas* Money) alfo blows with the open 
hand. 

SpANKiKG. Large. 

Spark. A fpruce, trim, or fmart fello^. A man that Is 
always thirty, is faid to have a fpark in his throat* 

Sparkish. / Flne« gay* 

Sparring Blows, filows given by eocks before they clofe, 
or, as the term is, month it : nfad figuratively for words 
previous to a quarrel. 

SPARROW, Mumbling a fparrow; a cruel fport frequently 
pra^lifed at wakes and fairs : fer a fmall premium, a booby 
having his hands tied behind him, has the wing of a cock 
fparrow put into his month s with this hold, without any 
other a^fbance than the motions of his lips, he is to get the 
fparrow^s head iiito his mouth : on attempting to do it, 
the bird defends itfelf furpriiingly, frequently pecking the 
inumblsr till his lips are covered with blood, and he is ob* 
liged to defift : to prevent the bird from getting away, he 
is ^ftened by aftfing to a button of the booby's coat. 

SPARRow-MOUTftED. Wide-mouthed, like the mouth of a 
fparrow : it is faid of fuch perfons, that they do not hold 
their mouths by leafe, but have it from year to year ; i. e. 
from ear to ear. One whofe mouth cannot be enlarged 
without removing their ears, and who when they yawn 
h«ve their kcais half off. 

SffATCii Cock. [Abbreviation of dij^afcb cotk.^ A hen 
juft killed from the rooft, or yard, and immediately 
ikinued, fpUt, and broiled : an fri^ diih upon any fuddea 
occalion. 

To Spbak with. To rob. I fpoke with the cull on the 
cherry-coloured prancer ; I robbed the man on the black 
horfe. Cant. 

Spickid Wiper. A coloured handkerchief. Cant. 

D d Spider* 
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SPIDES.-SHANKED. Thln-Icggcd. 

To Spiplicatb. To confound, iilence, or dumbfoand. 

Spill. A fmall reward, or gift of money. 

Spilt* Thrown from a horfe, or overturned in a carriage : 
pray, coachee, don't fpill us. 

Spindle Shanks. Slender legs. 

To Spirit away. To. kidnap, or inveigle away. 

Spiritual Flesh Broker. A parfon. 

Spit. He is at like his father as if he was fpit out of his 
mouth ; faid of a child much refembling his father. 

Spit. A fword. 

Spit Fire. A violent, pettiih, or pafHonate perfon. 

Spliced. Married : an alluiion to joining two ropes ends 
by fplicing. Sea term. 

Split Crow. The fign of the fpread eagle, which being 
reprefented with two heads on one neck, gives it fomewhat 
the appearance of being -fplit. 

Split Cause. A lawyer* 

Split Fig. A grocer. 

Spoil Iron. The nick>name for a fmith. 

Spoil Pudding. A parfon who preaches long fermons, 
keeping his congregation in church till the puddings are 
over done. 

To Sport. To exhibit : as. Jack Jehu fported a new gig 
yefterday : I iliall fport a new fuit next week. To fporC 
or flafti one's ivory ; to fhew one's teeth. To fport tim- 
ber ; to keep one's outfide door (hut : this term is afed in 
the inns of court to iignify denying one's felf. N. B. The 
vford/port was in great vogue ann. 1783 and 1784. 

Spungb. a thirfty fello\v, a great drinker. Tofpunge; 
to eat and drink at another's coft. Spunging-houfe ; a 
bailiff's lock-up-houfe, or repofitory, to which perfons 
arrefted are taken, till they find bail, or have fyent all 
their money : a houfe where every fpecies of fraud and ex** 
tortion is pradifed, under the protedion of the law* 

Spunk. Rotten touchwood, or a kind of fungus prepared 
for tinder ; figuratively, fpirit, courage. 

Spoon Hand. The right hand. 

To Spout. To rehearfe theatrically. 
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Spoittbrs Club. A meeting of apprentices and mecha« 
nics to rehearfe different characters in plays: thus \form« 
ing recruits for the flrolling companies* 

Spouting. Theatrical declamation. 

Spread Eagle. A foldier tied to the halberts in order to 
be whipped : his attitude bearing fome likenefs to that 
figure, as painted On iigns. 

Spring*anicle Warehouse, Newgate, or any other 
gaol. Irijh. 

S(^ab. a fat man or woman : from their lijcenefs to a well 
fluffed couch, called alfo a fquab. A new-hatched chicken. 

Square Toes. An old man: fquare-toed fhoes were an- 
ciently worn in common, and long retained by old men* 

'Squeak. A narrow efcape, a chance : he had a fqueak for 
his life. To fqueak; to confefs, peach, or turn (tag. 
They fqueak beef upon us; they cry out thieves after 
us. Cant. 

Squeaker. A bar boy ; alfo a baftard or any other child. ' 
To ftifle the fqueaker ; to murder a baffard, or throw it 
into the neceffary houfc.— Organ pipes are likewife called 
fqueakers. The fqueakers are meltable; the fmall pipes 
are iilver. Cant* 

Squeeze Crab. A four->looking/ ihrivelled, diminutive 
fellow. 

Squeeze Wax. A good-natured foolifh fellow, ready to 
become fecurity for another, under hand and feal. 

Squelch. A fall. Formerly a bailiff' caught in a barrack- 
yard in Ireland, was liable by cuffom to have three tofTes 
in a blanket, and a fquelch ; the fquelch was given by 
letting go the corners of the blanket, and ftiffering him to 
fall to the ground* Squelch-gutted; fat, having a promi- 
nent belly. 
Squib. A fmall fatirical or political temporary jeu d'efprit, 
which, like the firework of that denomination, fparkles, 
bounces, flinks, and vahifhes. 
Squint-a-pipes. a fquxnting man or woman : faid to be 
^orn in the middle of the week, and looking both ways for 
Sunday; or born in a hackney coach, and looking out of 
both windows ; fit for a cook, one eye in the pot, and 
the other up the chimney ; looking nine ways at once. 

D d a Squire 
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SqtriiLB ;0P Alsatia. A w^ak profligate fpendthrift, tlie 
fquire of the company | one who pays tke Whole tedtm* 
ingi or treats the company^ called ftaQdiHg f^wOm 
Squ IRISH. Foolifh* 

Squirrel. A proftitute : becauie ibe« like that ftBHia)^ ce« 
vers her back with her tail. MeteirUc csfpon ivrfiu aliif* 
Menagiana, ii. 128. 
SqviRiLEL Hunting. See HvNTiife. 
Stag. To turn flag } to impeach one's confederates : boii^ 
a herd of deer, who are faid to turn their horns agaisft any 
of their number who is hunted^ 
Staggering Bob, with his Yei^loW Pumf94 A ealf 
juft dropped, and nnable te ftand^ killed for v^al in Scec^ 
land : the hoofs of a yoahg calf are yeUow* 
Stall Whimper. A baflard. CiM|/. 
Stalling. Making or ordaining. StaUii^g to iht rognle ; 
an ancient ceremony of inftituting. a candidate kito the fo- 
ciety of rogues, fomewhat fimilar to the creatiaa of a he- 
rald at arms. It U thqi defcribed by Harman : The np-; 
right man taking a gage of bowfe, k e. a pot of ftreng 
4 drink, pours it on the head of the rogue to be admkted, 
faying— I, A. B., do ftall thee B. G. to the rogite ;. and 
from henceforth it fhall be lawful for thee to cant for fihy 
living in all places. 
Stalling Ken. A broker's fhop, or that of a receiver of 

flolen goods. 
Stallion. A man kept by an old lady for fecret fervlces. 
Stam Flesh. To cant. Cant* 
St AM MEL, or St RAM MEL. A coarfe brawny wench. 
Stamp. A particular manner of throwing the dice ou^t of 

the box, by ilriking it with violence againft the ta^ble. 
Stamps. Legs. 
Stampers. Shoes. 
Stand-still. He was rnn to a fiaiid-ftlll ; i. e. tilt he. 

could no longer move. 
Star Gazer. A horfe who throws uphrs heacd-; alio a 

hedge whore. 
To Star t^e Glaze. To break and rob a jeweller's (how 

glafs. Cautm 
Starched. Stiff, prim, formal, aft£ted. 
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Staring Quarter. An ox cheekt 

Start, or Thr old St aiit. Newgi^te : he h gone tq the 

ftart, or the old ttktt Cant. 
Starter. One i^ho leaves a jolly cbmpany, 9^ miikfop : h^. 

is no ftarter, he will fit longer than a hen, 
Starve'em, Rob^bm, and Chrat'rm. Stroud, Rochef- 
ter, and Chathf^m : fo called by foldxers and failors, an4 
not without good reafon. 
State. To He iq fiate ; to be in bed with three harlots. 
>$TAYTA^is. Ataylor: from that article, and its coadjutor 
buckram, wl^ich xnake no fmal} £gure in the bilU of tbofe 
knights of the needle* 
Steel Bar. A needle. A fteel bar flipger ; a tfiylor, day* 

maker, or any btber perib^ uiing a needle* 
Steenkirk. a muflin neckcloth carelefsly put on, as at 

the battle of Steenkirk* 
Steeple House* A name given tq (he church by DiC- 

Tenters. 
Stepney. A decod^ioii of raifins of tfie fun and lemony 

in conduit witter, fweetened with fugar and bottled up. 
Stewed QuAKEk. Burnt riim, with a pidce of butter: 

an American r^m^dy fof a cold. 
Sticks. Pops or piflols* Stow your fiicks ; hide you piftoli. 

Cant, fee Pops. 
Stick Flams. A pair of gjdv^s. 
Stiff-rumped* Proud, ^atefy. 
STrNGBxiM. A JiijIg'aVd* 
Stingo. Strong beer. Of* otfccr liquor. 
Stirrup Cup* A parting cup or glafs, drank on* hortfeback 

by the perfon taking leave. 
Stitch. A nickname for a tayldr; alfe a t^fm for lyin^ 

with a woman. ^ 

Stitchback* Strong afe. 

Stiver-crampbd* Needy, wj^ntiiig money. Aftiverisa 
Dutch coin, worth fotn^what more than a penny fferling. 
Stock. A good flock; i. e. of impudence* Stock and 

block ; the whole : he bias i69[ fFoclc and block* 
Stock Drawers* Stockings. Cant. 
Stock Jobbers* P^rfbns who' gamble in Exchsinge Allejr^ 
by pretending to boy and fell iJie piiblic funds, baft in 

t<fality 
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reality only betting that they will be at a certain price, 
at a particular time ; poiTefllng neither the ftock pretended 
to be fold, nor money fufficient to make good the payments 
for which they con trad : thefe gentlemen are known under 
the different appellations of bulls, bears, and lame ducks. 

Stomach Worm. The ftomach worm gnaws; I am hun- 
gry- 

SxdNE. Two ftone under weight, or wanting; an eunuch. 

Stone doublet ; a prifon. Scone dead; dead as a flone. 
Stoop-nappbrs, or overfeers of the new pavement* Per** 

fons fet in the pillory. Cant* 
Stop Hole Abbsy. The nick-name of the chief rendez- 
vous of the canting crew of beggars, gypiies, cheats, thieves^ 
&c. &c. 
Stoter. a great blow. Tip him a iloter in the haltering 

place ; give him a blow under the left ear. 
Stoup. a veiTel to hold liquor: avefTel containing a fize» 

or half a pint, is fo called at Cambridge, 
Stow. Stow you; be filent, or hold your peace. Stow your 
whidds and plant 'em, for the cove of the ken can cant 'em s 
you have faid enough, the man of the houfe underllands 
you. 
Strait-laced. Prccife, over nice, puritanical. 
Strait Waistcoat. A tight waiftcoat, with long fleeves 
coming over the hands, having Urings for binding them 
behind the back of the wearer : thefe waiflcoats are ufed 
in madhoufes for the management of Janatics when out- 
rageous. 
Strammel. See Stammel. 
Stranger. A guinea. r 

Strangle Goose. A poulterer. 
Strapper. A large man or woman. 
Strapping. Lying with a woman. Caut, 
Straw. The good woman in the draw ; a lying-in woman. 
His eyes draw ftraw ; his tyti are almoft ihut, or he is al« 
moil afleep : one eye draws fb-aw, and t'other ferves the 
thatcher. 
Stretching. Hanging. He'll ftretch for it; he will be 
hanged for it^ Alfo telling a great lye : he ftretched floutly ■. 
Strike. Twenty (hillings. CohU 

StrOki* 
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Stroke. To take a ftroke ; to take a bout with a woman « 

Strollers. ItinerantsofdifFerent kinds. Strolling morts; 

beggars or pedlars pretending to be widows. 

Strom MEL. Straw. Cant. 

Strong Man. To play the part of the ftrong man, i. e. to 

palh the cart and horfes too ; to be whipt at the cart's tail. 

Stroud Green. The aldermen and corporation for merlf 

met at the Caflle in Fleet-lane. 

Strum. A perriwig. Rum ftrum; a fine large wig. Cant, 

To Strum. To have carnal knowledge of a woman ; alio 

to play badly on the harpfichord, or any other ilringed in* 

ftrument. A drummer of wire ; a player on any inftru- 

ment flrung with wire. 

Strumpet. A harlot. 

Stub-faced. Pitted with the fmall-pox: the devil raxL 

over his face with horfe flubbs (horfe nails) in his ihoes« 

Stubble it. Hold your tongue. Caut* 

Stuling Ken. See Stalling Ken. Cohu 

Stum. The flower of fermenting wine, ufed by vintners to 

adulterate their wines. 

Sturdy Beggars. The fifth and lafl of the mod ancient 

order of canters, beggars that rather demand than aHu 

Cant* 

Successfully. Ufed by the vulgar for /ucceffi'vely: as. 

Three or four landlords of this houfe have been ruined 

fuccefsfttlly by the number of foldiers quartered on them^ 

Irifi. 

I*" 
Such a Reason pist my Goose, or my Goose fibt. 

Said when any one offers an abfurd reafon. 
Suck. Strong liquor of any fort. To fuck the monkey; 

fee Monkey. Sucky; drunk. 
Sucking Chicken. A young chicken. 
Suds. In the fuds; in trouble, in a difagreeable fituation» 

or involved in fome difficulty. 
Sugar Stick. The virile member. 
Sugar Sops. Toafted bread foaked in ale, fweetencd with 

fugar, and grated nutmeg : it is eaten with cheefe. 
Suit and Cloak. Good fforc of brandy, or other ftrpng 

liquor, let down gutter lane. ^ 

Sulky. 
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^0LKt. A ohe-horfe chaife, or carriage^ capable of hold- 

ing bat one perfon : called by t&e French a difobUgeant. 
StJN. To have been in the fun ; iaid of one that is drank. 
Sunburnt* Clapped^ alfo hayinjg; mapy male children. 
Sunday Man* One who goes abroad on that day on]y^ io^ 

fear of arrets. 
Sunny Bank. A good fire in mn^ef. 
Sunshine. Profperjty. 
Supernaculum. Gpodliquor, of which there is notevca 

a drop left fufHcient to wet one's nail. ' 
SupoucH. A landlady of an inn, or hoftefs. 
Surveyor of tHE Highways. One reeling drank. 
Surveyor of tHe Pavement. Ohe landing in the pi!-. 

lory. 
Sus. PER Coll. Hanged: perfons who have been h^pged 

are thus entered in the jailer's books. 
SuspBNCE. One in a deadly fufpeqcef a ]X)aii juft turped 

off at the gallows. 
Sutler. A camp publican ; alfo one that pilfprs gloves, 

tobacco boxes, and fpch fhijiU mqyffables^ 
Swabbers. The ace of hearts, knave of clabs^ ace ^nd 

deuce of tramps, at whift ; alfo the labberly feamen, put to 

fwab and clean the fhip. 
SwAD, or SwADKiN. A fqld^er. CamU 
To Swaddle. To beat with a fUck. 
Swadlers. The tenth order of the canting tribe, wl^o $ot 

only rob, but beat, and oftep murder paflengers. Ciuv/.— * 

Swaddlers is alfo the Iriih name for methodifts. 
Swag. A (hop. Runn fwags a |hop full of rich gpodl- 

Cant. 
Swagger. To bully, br^g, orbo^ft; alfo to (but. 
Swannery* He keeps a fwannery ; i. e* all his geefe are 

fwans. 
Sweating. A mode of diminilhing the gold coin* pr^c* 

tifed chiefly by the Jews,^ who corrode it with aqua regia. 

Sweating was alfo a diverfion pradifed by the bloods of 

the lail century, who ilyled themfelves Mo^iqcks: t(i^f<» 

gentlemen lay in wait to forprife fome perfon l^te iq the 
aight, when furrounding htm» they with their fwords 

pricked 
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j^ricked hinti iti the polleriors, which obliged him to be 
conftantly taming round ; this they continued till they 
thought him fufficiently fweated. 

Sweet. Eafy to be impofed on, or taken in; alfo expert, 
dexteroas, clever. Sweet *s your hand ; faid of one dex- 
terous at flealing« 

SwBET Heart.. A term applicable to either the mafculine 
or feminine gender, fignifying a girPs lover,' or a man's 
miftrefs : derived from a fwe&t cake in the ihape of a heart. 

6wEETNER9. Guinea droppers, cheats, fharpers. To 
fweeten ; to decoy, or draw in. To be fweet upon ; to 
coax, wheedle, court, or aHure. He feemed fweet upon 
that wench ; he feemed to court that girl. 

Swelled Head. A diforder to which horfes are extremely 
liable, particularly thofe of the fubalterns of the army. 
This diforder is generally occafioiied by remaining too long 
in one livery ftable or inn, and ofcen arifes to that height 
that it prevents their coming out of the liable door. The 
moll certain cure is the ungutktum aureum — not applied to 
the horfe, but to the palm of the maHcr of the inn or (table, 
N. B. Neither this diforder, nor its remedy, is men- 
tioned by ^ith^er Bracken, Bartlet, or any of the mo* 
dern writers on farriery. 

Swig. A hearty draught of liquor. 

Swig MEN. Thieves who travel the country under colour of 
buying old ihoes, old clothes, &c* or felling brooms^ 
mops, iiu Cant. 

To Swill; To driark greedily. 

Swill Tub. A drunkard, a fot. 

Swimmer. A counterfeit old coin. 

To Swing. To be hanged. He will fwing for it; he 
will be hanged for it. 

Swing Tail. A hog. 

To Swing e» To beat floutly; 

Swinging. A great fwinging fellow ; a great ftout fellow. 
A fwinging lye ; a iufty lye. 

6.WINDLER. One who obtains goods on credit by falfc pre- 
tences, and fells them for ready money at any price, in 
order to make up a purfe. This name is derived from the 

E p Germaa 
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German word /chwinJlen, to totter, to be ready to fall $ 
thefe arts being generally pradiifed by perfons on the tot- * 
ter, or juft ready to break. The term fviiudUr has fincc 
been ufed to fignify cheats of every kind. 

Swipes. Purfer's fwipes ; fmall beer: fo termed on board 
the King's (hips, where it is furnifhed by the parfer. 

To Swiv«» To copulate. 

SwiVEL-BTBD Squinting. 

Swizzle. Drink, or any bri^ or windy liquor. In North 
America, a mixture of fpruce beer, rum, and fugar, was 
fo called. The 17th regiment had a fociety called the 
Swizzle Club, at Ticonderoga, A. D* 1760. 

Swop. An exchange. 

Syebuck. Sixpence. 

Syntax. A fchoolmafter. 
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ABfiY. An old maid : either from Tabitha, a formal 
antiquated name ; or elfe from a tabby cat, old maids be- 
ing often comp&red to cats. To drive Tab ; to go out on 
a party of pleafure with a wife and family. 

Tace. Silence, hold your tongue. I'ace is Latin for s 
candle ; a jocular admonition to be filent on any fub- 
jeft. 

Tackle, A miftrefs; alfo good clothes* The cull has 
tipt his tackle rum rigging ; the fellow has given his mif- 

^trefs good clothes. A man's tackle; the genitals. 

1 afpy. i. e. Davy. A general name for a Welchman, St. 
David being the tutelar faint of Wales. Taffy's day ; the 
£rfl of March, St. David's day. 

Tag- 
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^AO-RAG AND BoBTAiL, An cxprcfHon meaning an 
a/Temblage of low people, the mobility of all forts. To 
tag after one like a tantony pig ; to follow one wherever 
one goes, jufl as St. Anthony is followed by his pig. 

Tail. A fword. 

Taken in Impofed on, cheated. 

Tale Tellers. Perfons faid to. have been formerly hired 
to tell wonderful ftories of giants and fairies, to lull their 
hearers to fleep. Talefman ; the author of a flory or re- 
port: I'll tell you my tale, and my talefman. Tale bear<P> 
ers ; mifchief makers, incendiaries in families. 

Tall Boy. A bottle, or two-quart pot. 

Tally Men. Brokers that let out clothes to the women 
of the town. See Rabbit Suckers. 

Tallywags, orTARRYWAGs. A man's tefticles. 

Tame. To run tame about a houfe ; to live familiarly in a 
family with which one is upon a vifit. Tame army ; the 
city trained bands. ^ 

Tandem. A two-wheeled chaife, buggy, or noddy, drawn 
by two horfes, one before the other ; that is, at length. 

Tangier. A room in Newgate where debtors were con^ 
fined, hence called Tangierines. 

Tantadlin Tart. A {irreverence, human excrement. 

Tantrums. Pet, or paflion : Madam was in her tantrums. 

Tantwivy. Away they went tantwivy ; away ihey went 
full fpeed. Tantwivy was the found of the hunting horn 
in full cry, or that of a poft horn. 

Tap. a gentle blow. A tap on the fhoulder; an arreft. 
To tap a girl ; to be ^he firft feducer^ To tap a guinea; 
to get it changed* 

Tappers. Shoulder tappers ; bailiffs^ 

Tape. Red, white, or blue tape; gin,i op any otber fpi- 
- rituous liquor. 

Taplash. Tl^ick and bad beer. 

Taptoo. a beat of the drum, or fignal for foldierS to. go 
to their quarters, and a diredion to the futlers to clcit the 
tap, and draw no more liquor for them : it is generally 
beat at nine in fummer and eight in winter. The devil's 
taptoo ; beating the foot againfl; the ground, as done by 
perfons in low ipirits* ■ 

? e 2. Tail 
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Tar* Don't lofe a (heep for an balfpenoyworth of tar : ttaf 
is ufed to mark iheep. A jack tar ; a failor* 

Taradiddle. A fib, or faliity. 

Tarpawlin. a coarfe cloth tarred over ; alfo^ figuratively^ 
a failor. 

Tarring AND FEATHERING* A punilhment lately anflift* 
ed by the good people of Boflon on any perfon convided. 
or fufpedled^ of loyalty : fuch delinquents being flripped 
naked^ were daubed all over with tar, and afterwards put 
into a hogfhead of feathers. 

Tart. Sour, fharp, quick, pert. 

Tartar. To catch a tartar; to attack one of fuperior 
ilrength or abilities. This faying originated from a llory 
of an Irifh foldier in the imperial fervice, who., in a battle 
againil the Turks, called out to his comrade that he had 
caught a Tartar. ' Bring iiim along then,' faid he. < He 
• won't come,* anfwered Paddy.* • Then come along yoor-. 
' felf,' replied his comrade. ' Arrah,* cried he, • but he 
^ won't let me.'-— A tartar is alfo an adept at any feat, or 
game : he is quite a tartar at cricket, or billiards. 

Tat. Tit for tat; an equivalent. 

Tats. Falfe dice. 

Tatxbr. a watch. 

Tatmonger. One that ufes fal(e dice. 

Tatter DEM ALL zoir. A ragged fellow, whofe clothes hang 
all in tatters. 

Taw. a fchool boy's game, played with fmall round balls 
made of ftone dull, called marbles. I'll be One upon your 
taw prefently ; a fpecies of threat. 

Tawdry. Gariih, gawdy with lace or (taring and difcor- 
dant colours : a term faid to be derived from the fhrine 
and altar of St. Audrey (an Ifle of Ely faintefs), 
which for finery exceeded all others thereabouts, fo as to 
be^me proverbial ; whence any fine-dreiTed man or wo- 
man was faid to be all St. Audrey, and by contraction allt 
tawdry. 

Tawed. Beaten. 

Taylb. See Taij;.. 

Taylb 
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•Jf AYi^B Drawers. Thievca who fnatch gentlemen's fwords 
from their iidesw He drew the cull's tail rumly; ho 
fnatched away the gentlem^ia's fword cleverly. 

Taylor. Nine taylors make a man ; an ancient and corner 
mon faying. Originating from the elFeminacy of their em* 
ployment ; or, as fome have it> from nine taylors having been 
robbed by one man ; according to others, from the fpeecb 
of a wooUen^draper, meaning that the cufk)m of nine 
faylors would make or enrich one man.— -A London taylor^^ 
rated to furnifh half a man to the trained bands, aiking 
how that could poffibly be done ? was anfwered. By fending 
four journeynaen and an apprentice.— -Put a taylor, a 
weaver, and a miller into a fack, ihake them well, and the 
firft that puts out his head is certainly a thief.-— A taylor i$ 
frequently flyled prickloufe^ from their ailaults on thofe 
vermin with their needles. 

Taylor's Goose. vAn iron with which, wheQ he^teds 
they prefs down the (earns of clothes. 

Tea Voiper. A chamber pot. 

TiACUELANO. Ireland. Teaguelanders ; Jrifhmen* 

Tears OP te^e Tankard. The drippings of liquor on s 
man's waiUcoat. 

Teddy my Godson. An addrefs to a fqppofed fimple fel* 
low, or nyfcy. 

Teize. To nap the teize; to receive a private whipping* 
Cantm 

Temple Pickling. Pumping a bailiiF: a punifhment for- 
merly adminiHered to any of that fraternity caught exer-r 
cifing their fundions within the limits of the Temple. 

Ten Toes. See Bayard op Ten Toes. 

Ten in the Hundred. An ufurer'^ more tha^ five ii^ 
the hundred being deemed ufurious intereil. * 

Tenant at Will. One whofe wife ufually fetches l^ian 
from the alehoufe. 

Tender Pa R^ ELL. A tender creature, fearful of the lea(| 
pufFof wind or drop of rain. As' tender as farneli, who 
broke her finger in a poiTet drink. 

Tercel Ge^tl^. - A rich man. 

Termaoant^^ 
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Termagant. An outrageons (cold : from Termagantes ^ a 
cruel Pagan^ formerjy reprefented in diverfe fhows and 
entertainments, where being drefled a la Turque, in long 
clothes, he was miflaken for a furious woman. 

Tbrra Fikm-a. An eflate in land. 

Tester. A fixpence : from tefient a coin with a head on it. 

Tbtbury Portion. A •••• and a clap. 

Thames. He will not find out a way to fet the Thames on 
£re ; he will not ihake any wonderful difcoveries> he is 
no conjurer. 

Thatch-gallows. a rogue, or man of bad charafter. 

Thick. Intimate. They are as thick as two inkle 
weavers. 

Thief. You are a thief and a murderer, yon have killed a 
baboon and ftole his face ; vulgar abufe. 

Thief in a Candle. Part of the wick or fnuff, which 
falling on the tallow, burns and melts it, and caufing it 
to gutter, thus fteals it away. 

Thief Takers. Fellows who affociate with all kinds ©f 
villains, in order to betray them, when they have commits* 
ted any of thofe crimes which entitle the perfons taking 
them to a handfome reward, called blood money. It is 
the bufinefs of thefe thief takers tofurnifh fubjeds for a 
handfome execution, at the end of every feifions. 

Thingstable. Mr. Thingftable; Mr. Conftable: a ludi- 
crous affedation of delicacy in avoiding the pronunciation 
of the firft fyllable in the title of that officer, which in 
found has fome fimilarity to an indecent monofyllable 

Thingumbob. Mr. Thingumbob; a vulgar addrefs or 
nomination to any perfon whofe name is unknown, the 
fame as Mr. • What-d'ye-call'em. Thingumbobs ; tet 
tides.' 

Thirding. a cuftora praftifed at the univerfities, where 
two-thirds of the original price is allowed by the upholfter- 
ers to the {Indents for houfehold goods, returned to them 
within the year. * 

ThiRTEener. a ihiUing in Ireland, which there pafTes 
for thirteen-pence. 

Thomakr. Like Lord Thomand's cocks„ all on one fide. 

Lordj 
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Lord Thomand*s cock-feeder, an Irifliman, being entruft- 
ed with fotne cocks which were matched for a conflderable 
turn, the night before the battle, (hut them altogether in one 
toom, concluding that, as they were all on the fame fide, 
they would not difagree : the confequence was, they were 
moil of them either killed or lamed before the morning* 

Thomas. Man Thomas ; a man's penis. 

Thorns. To be or fit upon thorns; to be uneafy, impa- 
tient, anxious for an event. 

Thornback. ^n old maid. 

Thorough Churchman. A perfoa who goes in at one 
door of a church, and out at the other, without Hopping, 

Thorough, good-natured Wench. One who being 
aiked to fit down, will lie down. 

Thorough go nimble. A loofenefs, a violent purging. 

Thorough Cough. Coughing and breaking wind back* 
wards at the fame time. 

Thorough Stitch* To go thoroogh ilitch; to ilick at 
nothing, over fhoes, over boots. 

Thought. What did thought do? lay in bed and be/h-t 
himfelf, and thought he was up ; reproof to any one who 
excufes himfelf for any breach of pofitive orders, by plead- 
ing that he thought to the contrary. 

Three to One. He is playing three to one, though furc 
to lofe ; faid of one engaged in the amorous congrefs. 

Three-pbnny Upright. A retailer of love, who,' for the 
fum mentioned, difpenfes her favours (landing againll a walL 

Three-legged Mare, or Stool. The gallows, formerly 
confining of three pods, over which were laid three tranf- 
irerfe beams. This clumfy machine has lately given place 
to an elegant contrivance, called the new dropy by which the 
ufe of that vulgar vehicle a cart, or mechanical inHrument 
a ladder, is alfo avoided ; the patients being left fufpend- 
cd« by the dropping down of that part of the floor on 
which they (land. This invention wai ^i^ made ufe of 
for a Peer. See Drop. 

Three Thrbaos. Half common ale^ mixed with Aale and 
double beer. 

TiiRBPs. Threepcsace* 

Throstle. 
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Termagant. An outrageons (cold : from Term agant€f, a 
cruel Pagan, formerjy reprefented in diverfe (hows and 
entertainments, where being drefled a la Tur que, in long 
clothes, he was miflaken for a furious woman. 

Tbrra FiKM'A. An eflate in land. 

Tester. A fixpence : from tefton^ a coin with a head on it« 

« 

Tbtbury Portion. A •••• and a clap. 

Thames. He will not find out a way to fet the Thames on 
£re ; he will not ihake any wonderful difcoveries, he is 
no conjurer. 

Thatch-gallows. a rogue, or man of bad charafter. 

Thick, Intimaie. They are as thick as two inkle 
weavers. 

Thief. You are a thief and a murderer, yon have killed a 
baboon and dole his face ; vulgar abufe. 

Thief in a Candle. Part of the wick or fnulF, which 
falling on the tallow, burns and melts it, and cauling it 
to gutter, thus deals it away. 

Thief Takers. Fellows who affociate with all kinds ©f 
villains, iii order to betray them, when they have commits* 
ted any of thofe crimes which entitle the perfons taking 
them to a handfome reward, called 'blood money. It is 
the bufinefs of thefe thief takers tofurnifh fubjeds for a 
handfome execution, at the end of every feflions. 

Thingstable. Mr. Thingftable; Mr. Conftable : a ludi- 
crous affedation of delicacy in avoiding the pronunciation 
of the fird fyllable in the title of that officer, which in 
found has fome fimilarity to an indecent monofyllable 

Thingumbob. Mr. Thingumbob; a vulgar addrefs or 
nomination to any perfon whofe name is unknown, the 
fame as Mr. * What-d'ye-call*em. Thingumbobs ; tet 
tides. 

Thirding* a cuftom praAifed at the univerfities, where 
two-thirds of the original price is allowed by the upholfter- 
ers to the (ludents for houfehold goods, returned to them 
within the year. ' 

Thirteener. a fhiUing in Ireland, which there pafTet 
for thirteen-pence. 

Thomakr. Like Lord Thomand's cocks^ all on one iide. 

Lordj 
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Lord Thomand*s cock-feeder, an Irifliman, being entruft- 
ed with feme cocks which were matched for a confiderable 
fuxn, the night before the battle, (hut them altogether in one 
toom, concluding that, as they were all on the fame fide, 
they would not difagree : the confequence was, they were 
moil of them either killed or lamed before the morning* 

Thomas. Man Thomas; a man's penis. 

Thorns. To be or fit upon thorns; to be uneafy, impa* 
tient, anxious for an event« 

Thornback. ^n old maid. 

Thorough Churchman. A perfon who goes in at one 
door of a church, and out at the other, without Hopping. 

Thorough, good-natured Wench, One who being 
aiked to fit down, will lie down. 

Thorough go nimble. A loofenefs, a violent purging. 

Thorough Cough. Coughing and breaking wind back* 
wards at the fame time. 

Thorough Stitch* To go thoroogh flitch; to ilick at 
nothing, over fboes, over boots. 

Thought. What did thought do? lay in bed and be/h-t 
himfelf, and thought he was up ; reproof to any one who 
excufes himfelf for any breach of poiitive orders, by plead- 
ing that he thought to the contrary. 

Three to One. He is playing three to one, though furc 
to lofe ; faid of one engaged in the amorous congreis. 

Three-penny Upright. A retailer of love, who, for the 
fum mentioned, difpenfesher favours (landing againll a wa^lL 

Three-legged Mare, or Stool. The gallows, formerly 
confining of three pofls, over which were laid three tranf- 
irerfe beams. This clumfy machine has lately given place 
to an elegant contrivance, called the new drop, by which the 
ufe of that vulgar vehicle a cart, or mechanical inilrument 
a ladder, is alfo avoided ; the patients being left fufpend- 
cd, by the dropping down of that part of the floor on 
which they fland. This invention wai ^i^ made ufe of 
for a Peer. See Drop. 

Three Thrbaos. Half common ale^ mked with Aaleand 
double beer. 

TiiREPs* Threepence* 

THROt^LE. 
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Throttle. The throat, orgiillet* 

To Thrvm. To play on any inftrument ftringed with wire. 
A thrammer of -wire ; a player on the fpinet, harpfichordi 
or guitar. 

Thrums. Threepence. 

Thumb. By rule of thumb; to do any thing by dint of 
practice. To kifs one's thumb inflead of the book ; a vul- 
gar expedient to avoid perjury in taking a falfe oath. 

Thummikins. An inftrument formerly ufedin Scotland, 
like a vice, to pinch the thumbs of perfons accufed of dif-^ 
ferent crimes, in order to extort confeflion. 

Thump. A blow. This is better than a thump on the 
back with a ilone ; faid on giving any one a drink of good 
liquor oil a cold morning. Thatch, thiftle, thunder, and 
thump ; words to the Irifh, like the Shibboleth of the He- 
brews. 

Th u m p I N G . Great : a thumping boy. 

Thwack. A great blow with a flick acrofs the ihoulders. 

Tib. a young lafs. 

Tib op the Buttery. A goofe. C/zir/.— Saint Tibb's 
evening ; the evening of the lad day, or day of judgment: 
he will pay you on St. Tibb's eve. Irijbm 

Tick. To run o'tick; to take up goods upon truft, to rua 
in debt. Tick ; a watch. See Bejfions Papers^ 

TiCKLs Text. A parfon. 

Tickle Pitcher. A thirfty fellow, afot. 

Tickle Tail. A rod, 6r fchoolmafter. 

Tickrum. a licence. 

Tidy. Neat. 

Tipping. Eating or drinking out of meal time, difputing 
or falling out ; alfo lying with a wench. A tiff of punch ; 
a fmall bowl of punch. 

Tilt. To tilt; to fight with a fword. To run full tilt 
againfl one ; allufion to the ancient tilting with the lance. 

TiLTER. A fword. 

Tim Whisky. A light one-horfe chaife without a head* 

Timber Toe. A man with a wooden-leg. 

Tiny. Little. 

To Tip. To give or lend. Tip meyonr daddld ; give me 

your 
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' your hand. Tip me a hog ; give me a 'ihilling. To tip 
the lion ; to flatten a man's nofe with the thamb, and at , 
the fame time to extend his mouth with the fingers, there- 
by giving him a fort of lion-^like countenance. To tip 
the velvet; tonguing a woman. To tip all nine; to 
knock down all the nine pins at once^ at the game of 
bowlsy or ikittles : tipping^ at thefe games, is (lightly 
touching the tops of the pins with the bowl. Tip ; a 
draught : don't fpoil his tip. 

Tip-TOPb The beH: perhaps from fruity that growing at 
the top of the tree being generally the bed, as partaking 
moll of the fun. A tip-tdp Workman; the bed, or mod 
excellent workman. 

TiPPERARV Fortune. Two tdwn lands, dream's town^ 
and bailinocack ; faid of Irilh women without fortune. 

Tipple. Liquor. 

Tip PL Bits. Sots who are cdfititiually fjpping* 

Tip^BY. Almoft drunk. 

Ti R IN G . Drefling : perhaps abbreviation of attiring. Tiring 
women, or tire women; women that ufed to cut ladies 
hair, and drefs them. 

Tit. a horfe. A pretty little tit; a fmart little girl. A 
tit, or tid bit ; a delicate morfeh Tommy tit ; a fmart 
lively little fellow. 

Tit FOR Tat. An equivalent. 

To Titter. To iupprefs a laugh. 

Titter-tatter. One reeling, and ready to fall at the 
lead touch ; alfo the childifh amufement of riding upon 
the two ends of a plank, poiled upon a prop underneath 
its center, called alfo fee-faw. Perhaps tatter is a ruftic 
pronunciation of totter- 

Tittle-tattle. Idle difcourfe, fcandal* women's talk, 
or fmall talk. 

Tittup. A gentle hand gallop, or canter. 

Toad Eater. A poor female relation, ah humble com<* 

panion, or reduced gentlewoman, in a great family, the 

(landing butt on whom all kinds of practical jokes are 

played off", and all ill humours vented. This appellation 

. is derived, from a moantebank's fervant, on 'whom all ex* 

F f periments 
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periaentft ufed to be made in pnblic by die dofior^ hit 
anafier ; among which waa the eating of toads, formerly 
fttppofed potfonotts. Swallowing toads is here figuratively 
meant for fwallowing or putting up with infults, as dif- 
agreeable to a per foa of feeling, as toads to the ftomach. 

Toad. Toad in a hole ; meat baked or boiled in pye craft*- 

. He or ihe fits, like a toad on a cbopping'block ; a faying of 
any one who fits ill on horfeback. As much need of it as 
a toad of a fide pocket ; faid of a perfon who defires any 
thing for which he has no real occafion. As full of money 
9^ a toad is of feathers* 

Toast. A health ; alfo a beautiful woman whoie 
health is often drank by men. .The origin of this term 
(as it is faid) was this : A beautiful lady bathing in a cold 
bath, one of her admirers out of gallantry drank fome of 
the water ; whereupon another of her lovers obferved, he 
never drank in ^the morning but he would kifs the toafi, 
and immediately fainted the lady. 

ToastinoIron, or Cnaasa Toaster* A fword. 

Tobacco. A plant, once in great eltimation as a medicine : 

tobacco hie 
Will maktyu nmll ify^u htfick^ 

Tobauo hie 
If you be *well 'will make you Jsck. 

Toddy. Originally the juice of the cocoa tree, and after* 
wards rum, water, fugar, and nutmeg. 

ToDGB. Beat all to a todge i faid of any thing beat to raaih. 

Toas*. A coat. Cant. 

ToGBMA^NS. A cloak. Cant. 

Tgkbk. : The plague \ alfo the venereal difeafe. She tip« 
ped him the token ; ihe gave him a clap or pox. 

Tot, or Toi«BDO. A fword: from Spaniih fwords made at 
Toledo, which place wa^ famous for fword blades of an 
extraordinary temper. 

ToL TAW'Da^vM. To talk toll tawdrnm i a term ufed by 
' ladies to fignify talking ^, little loofely^ making ufe of 
double entendres. 

Tolli^anRig. a fpecies of cheat carried on by a ^woman, 
afiUmingthe charaAer of a dumb and deaf conjuror* 

Tom 
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Tom T— dman. A night man, one who empties neeei&uy 
hoafes. 

Tom Boy. A romping girl» who prefers the amnfements 
ufed hy boys, to thofe of her own fex, 

Tom op Bedlam. The fame as abram man* 

Tom Cony. A fimple feJlow. 

Tom Lomg. A tirefi>me ftory teller. It is coming by Tom 
Long, the carrier ; faid of any thing that has been long ex- 
pedted; 

Tqm Thumb. A dwarf, a little hop-b'-my*thumb. 

Tommy, Soft Tommy; bread is fo called by failors, to 
difUnguifh it from bifcuit. 

To-MoRRow COM a MEVER. When two Sundays come to- 
gether; never. 

Torque, Tongae enough for two fets of teeth ; faying of a 
talkative perfoa. As old as my tongue, and a little older 
than my teeth ; a dovetail in anfwer to the queftion. How 
old are you ?. Tongufe pad ; a fcold, or nimble-tongued 
perfon* 

To N Y. A filly fellow, or ninny. A mere tony ; a fimpIeton« 

Toot. The inflrument of any perfon or fa^on, a cat's 
paw. See Cat's Paw. 

Tooth Music Chewing* 

To Top. To cheat, or trick ; alfo to infult : he thought to 
have topped upon me. Top; the fignal among taylors 
for fnuffing the candles : he who laft pronounces that word, 
is obliged to get up and perform the operation. 

Top Diver. A lover of women. An pld top diver; one 
who has loved old hat in his time. 

Top Heavy. Drunk, 

Top Lights* The eyes. Blaft your top lights. See Curse* 

Top Sail. He paid his debts at Portfmouth with the top- 
fail ; i. e. he went to fea and left them unpaid. So fol- 
diers are faid to pay off their fcores with the drum ; that is, 
by marching away, 

To?ER. One thatloves his bottle, a foaker, SeeToSoAK. 

Topping Fellow. One at the top or head of his profeffion** 

TpppiKc Cheat. The gallows. Cant. 

Topping Cove. The hangman. Cant. 

Topsy-turvy. The top fide the other way; i, e.* the 

F f a wrong 
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wron^ fide upwards ; foine explain \t, tUe top fide turf 
ways» turf being always laid the wrong fide upwards. 

ToRCHECVL. Bumfoddef. 

Tormentl'R OF Catcut. a fidler. 

Tory. An advocate for abfolute monarchy apd church 
power ; alfo an Irifh vagabond, robber, or rapparee. 

Toss Pot. A drunkard. % ' 

Toss off. Manual pollution. 

ToTTY HEADED. Giddy, hair-bralned. 

Touch To touch; to get money from, anyone; alfo t0 

arrefi. Touched in the wind ; broken-winded. Touched 

. ' • , ' » ■■ " ■ ■ ■ ' ' * 

in the liCad ; infane, crazy. To touch up a woman ; to 

have carnal knowledge of her. Touch bone ai^d whiUle ; 

any one having broken wind backwards, according to the 

vulgar law, may be pinched by any, of the company till 

he h^s touched bone (i. e. his teeth) and whiilled. 

» • ■ . .-'•■■ • ^ ..'.,-.., 

Touch Bun for Luck. See Bun. 

Tout. A look-out houfe, or eminence. 

Touting. [From tuertt to look about.] Publicans fqre- 
flailing guelb, or meeting them on the road, and bcggin|; 
their cufiom ; alfo thieves or fmugglers looking out to fe^ 
that the coaft is clear. Touting ken ; the bar of a public 
houfcf. » 

Tow Row. A grenadier. The tow row club; a club or 
fociety of the grenadier officers of the line. 

Towel. An oaken tpwel ; a cudgel. To rub oae down 
with au oaken towel ; to beat or cudgel him. 

Tower. Clipped money : they have been round the tower 
with it. Cant* 

To Tower. To overlook, to rife aloft :^s in a high tower. 

Tower H|LL Play. ^ flap on the face, and a kick on the 
breech. 

Town. A woman of the town ; a proflltute. To be on ^he 
town ; to live by proftitution. 

Town Byn.. A common whoremafler. To rpar like a 
town bull ; to 9ry or bellow aloud. 

To Track, To go. Track up the dancers ; go up (lairs. C^nt, 
I Grading Justices. Broken mechanics, difcharged foot- 
men, and other low fellows, fmuggled into the commiffion 
of the peace, \^\iO fubfiil by fomenting difputcs, granting 
* * ' ' warrants. 
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warrants, and otherwife retailing julHce : to the hotioar pf < 
the prefent times^ thefe noifances are by no means fo com- 
mon as formerly* 

TaANSf^ATORs. Sellers of old mended fhoes and booUi^ 
between coblers and fhoemakers^ 

To T&AMSMOGRAPH Y« or TaANSMjiG&ipy. To patch up^^ 
vamp» or alter. 

^o Tr A N s N £ A R . To come up with any body^ . 

Tranter. S6e Crocker. 

Trap. To underftand trap ; to kno^ one's own intereft. . 

Trap Sticks. Thin legs, g^mbs : from the Hicks with wkich 
boys play at trap-ball. 

Traps. Conflables and thief- takers. Cant, 

• ■.■•'• 

ToTrapan. To inveigle, or enfnare. 

Trapes. A fiatteroly woman, a careleTs fluttiih woman*^ 

Traveller. To tip the traveller ; to tell wonderful flo* 
rles, to Romance. 

Tray Trip. An ancient game like Scotch hop, played oa 
a pavement marked gut with chalk into di^erenc com- 
partments. 

Trencher Cap. ' The fquare cap worn by the collegians, 
at the univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge. 

Trencher Man. A flout trencher man ; one who has a 
good appetite, or, as the term is, plays a good knife and 
fork. 

Trbswins. Threepence. 

Trib. a pr^fon : perhaps from tribulation. 

TRiCKtJM Leg IS. A quirk or quibble in the law. 

Trig. The point at which fchool boys lland to (hoot their 

marbles at taw ; alfo the fpot whence bowlers deliver the 
bowl. ' . . - ^ ^^ 

To Trig it. Tp play truant. To lay a man trigging ; 

to knock him down. 
Trigrymate. An idle female cpmpanion. ' 

Trim. State, drefs. In a fad trim ; dirty. — Alfoipruce or 

fine : a trim fellow. 
Trim TRAM. Like mailer, like man. 
Trimming. Cheating, changing fide, or beating. 1*11 

trim his jacket ; I'll threfh him. To be trimmed ; to be 

ihaved : riljud Hop and ge: trimmed. 

Trieie, 
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Trini. To liang ; alfo Tybarn. 

T&INCUM TRAHGUM. A whiOL, tM* flBRggOt*' 

Trininq. Hanging. 

Trivkbti. Toys, bawbles^ or nicknacks. 

Trip* A ihort voyage or jovrney, a falfe ftep or Aiii&ble» 
an error in the tongue, a baitard. She has aiade a trip; 
ihe has had a bafbrd. 

Tripr. The belly« or goti. Mr. Doable Tripe; a fyt 
man. Tripes and trullibnbs ; the entrails ; alfi> a jeering 
mppelladon for a fat man* 

To Troll. To loiter or fannter about. 

Trolly lolly, Coarfe lace once moch in fafiuon.' 

Trollop. A Infty coarfe flnttifh woman, 

TapoPER. Half-a-crown. Yon will die the death c^.a 
. trooper'f horfe, that U, with your (hoes on; a jocular me- 
thod of telling any one be will be hanged. 

Trot. An old trot i a decrepit old woman. A dog trot ; 
a gentle pace. 

Trotters. Feet. To fliakc one's trotters at Bilby's ball, 
where the iherifF pays the fidlers; perhaps the Bilboes 
ball, i. e. the ball of fetters ; fetters an^ ftockis were an- 
ciently called the bilboest 

To Trounce. To punifh by courfe of law. 

Truck. To exchange, fwop, or barter ; alfo a wheel foch 
as (hips guns'are placed ^pon. 

True Britoi^s, This honourable corporation held their 
annual feaft at the Three Kings, in the MiAorieSj^ 0&^ 29, 
1743, being lord mayor's day. 

Trug. a dirty puzzle, &n ordinary forry woman. 

Trull. A foldier or a tinker's trull ; a foldier or tinker's 
female companion.— Gn/^//, or irulli, are fpirlts like wo« 
men, which fhew great kindnefs to men, and hereof it is 
that we call light women Trulls. Ramih Hulms^s Acor 
demy of Armory* 

TayMPERY, An old whore, or goods of no value; ruh- 
bifh, 

Tau M p E t • Tp found one's own trumpet ; to praiie one's felf. 

Trumpeter. The King of Spain's trumpeter ; a braying afs. 

His trumpeter is dpad, he is therefpre forced tp found his 
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owA trnmpet. He would make an excellent trumpeter; 
for he has a^ ftrong breath ; faid of' one having a fmtSi 
breath. 
T»irMV8« To be pot to oiie^s tmmps ; to be in difficttltte9» 
or pot to one's fhifts* Something may tnrn up trumps'; 
fomething lucky may happen. All his cards are trumps'; 
he is extremely fortunate* - 
Trundlers. Peafe. 

Trukk. a nofe. How fares your old trunk ? does your 
iiofe ftill Hand faft ? an allufion to the probofcis or trunk of 
anr elephant. To ihove a trunk; to introduce bne^s felf 
unafked into any place or company. Trunk-maker like j^ 
more noife than work. 
TausTY Trojan, or TrvstV Tr^ut. A true friend« 
Trynihg.. SccTrikino. 
Tv Quo QUE. The mother of all faints* 
Tun Thumper. A prefbyterian parfon. 
Tucked up. Hanged. A tucker up to an old batchelor 

or widower ; a fuj^fed miflrefs. 
Tuft Hunter. An univerfity parafite, one who courts 
the acquaintance of nobility whofe caps are adorned with a 
go^ tuft. 
Tumbler. A cart; alfo a (harper employed to draw ia 
- pigeons to game; likewife a pofture maller,.or rope dancer; 
To (hove the tumbler, or perhaps tumbril; to be whipt at 
the cart's tail. 
To Tuk^. To beat: his father tuned him delightfully : per- 
haps from fetching a tune out of the perfon beaten, or 
from a comparifon with the difagreeable founds of inilru« 
ments when tuning. 
Tup. Aram; figuratively, a cuckold. 
Tup Running. A rural fport pradifed at wakes and fairs 
in Derbyihire: a ram, whofe tail is well foaped and greafed, 
is turned out to the multitude ; any one that can take him 
by the tail, and hold him faft, is to have him for his own. 
T— 'D. There were four t—ds for dinner; flirt— >d, hoM 
t— d, tread t— d, and muf-t— d; to wit, a ^ogs face, 
feet, and chitterlings, with mui!ard. He will never ih— e a 
feaman's t'^d ; i. e« he will never make a good feaman^ 

Turf. 
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ITtf&F. On tlie tarf; perfons who keep running horfes, or 

attend and bee at horfe- races, are faid to be on the tarf. ' 
TuKK. A cruel hard-hearted mln. Turkifh treatment; 

barbarous nfajge. Turkiih (hore; Lambeth, Southwark, 

^Jli Rotherithe fide of the Thames^ 
TvRKEY Merchant* A ppultereri 
Turncoat. One who has changed his party from inte^ 

reded motives. 
TuRNip-PATED. White or fair haired. 
TuRNPiiCB Man» a parfon; becaufe the dergy colled 

their tolls at our entrance into and exit from the world. 
Tusk IN. A country carter or ploughman* 
Tuzzv-MUZZY The inotioryllable. 
Twaddle. Perplexity, confuiion, or any thing clfe : a fa- 

fhionable term that for a while fucceeded that of tore* See 

Bore. 
Twangey, orSTANGEY. A north country name for a 

taylor. 
Tweague. In a great tweague; in a great pailion. Twea- 

guey; peevifh^ paflionate. 
To Tweak. To pull : to tweak any one's nofe* 
Twelver. A fliilling. 
Twiddle-diddles. Teflicles. 
Twiddle- POOP. An effeminate looking fellow. 
To Twig. To obferve. Twig the cull, l\e is peery; 

obferve the fellow, he is watching us. Alfo to difengage, 

fnap afunder, or break off. To twig the darbies; to 

knock off the irons. 
Twist. A mixture of half tea and half coffee; likewi/e 
^ ' brandy, beer, and eggs. A good twift; a good appetite. 

To twifl it down apace ; to eat heartily. 
Twisted. £xecuted, hanged. 

T^o Twit. To reproach a perfon, or remind him of fa- 
vours conferred. 
Twitter. ^ All in a twitter; in a fright* Twittering is 

alfo the note of fome fmall birds, fuch as the robin, &c« 
Twittoc. Two. Canf. 
Two handed Pot. The amorous congrefs. 
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Tivo Thieves beating a. Roovb. A man beating his 
haiids againil his iides to warm himfelf in cold weather ; 
called aifo Beating the Booby, and Cuffing Jonas. 

Two TO One Shop. A pawn- broker's : alluding to the 
three blue balls, the iign of that trade ; or perhaps to its 
being two to one that the goods pledged are never re* 
deemed. 

Two-handed. Great. A two-handed fellow or wench ; a 
great trapping man or woman. Two-handed put; the 
amorous congrefs. 

Tye. a neckcloth, 

Tybu&n Blossom. A young thief or pick-pocket, who 
in time will ripen into fruit borne by the deadly never, 
green. 

Tyburn Tippet. A halter: fee Latimer's fermon be- 
fore Edward VI. A. D^ 1J49. 

Tyburu Top, or Forbtop. A wig with the fo/etop 
combed over the eyes in a knowing ftyle : fuch being much 
worn by the gentlemen pads, fcamps, divers, and other 
knowing hands. > 

Tyre. A dog/ alfo a clown : a Yorkihire tyke. 

TtWEY. Sec TiNEY. 
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A G A R I E S. Frolics, wild rambles. 
VAiN-GtoRious, or OsTi NTATious Man. One who 
boafts without reafon, or, as the canters iay, piiTes more 
than he drinks. 
Valetjtine. The fir ft woman feen by a man, or man fcen 
by a woman, on St. Valentine's day, the i/^xk of February, 
when it is faid every bird chufes his mate for the enfuing 
year. 

G g To 
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•To Vamp. To pawji any thing. 1*11 vamp it, and tip yoi| 
the cole; Til pawn it, and give you the money. Alfo to 
refit, new drefs, or rub up old hats, (hoes, or other weaving 
apparel ; likewife to put new feet to old boots. 

^AMP-EAs. Stockings, 

Van. Madam Van ^ fee Madam. 

Va n-Neck. Mi fs or Mrs. Van-Neck ; a woman with large 
breads, a bufhel bubby. 

Vardy. To give one's Vardy ; i. c. verdift or opinion. 

Varlbts. Now rogues and rafcals, fprmerly yeomen's^ 
fervants. 

Vaulting School. A bawdy houfe; alfo an academy 
where vaulting and other manly exerdfes are taught. 

Velvet. To tip the velvet ; to put one's tongue into a wo- 
man's mouth. To be upon velvet ; to have the beft of a 
bet or match. To the little gentleman in velvet, i^ e. 
the mole that threw up the hill that caufed Crop (King 
William's horfe) to flumble ; a toafl frequently drank- by 
the tories and catholics in Ireland. 

Venerable Monosyllable. Pudendum muliehre, 

Vernonians. The gentlemen belonging to this honourable 
fociety held their meeting at the Rofe Tavern, in Chcap- 
fide. 

Vessel of Paper. Half a quarter of a iheet. 

Vicar of Bray. See Bray. 

Vice Admiral op the Narrow Seas. A drunken man 
that piiTes under the table into his companions (hoes. 

Victualling Office. The flomach. 

Vincent's Law. The art of cheating at cards^ compofed 
of the following aflbciatcs : bankers, thofe who play booty ; 
the gripe, he that betteth ; and the perfon cheated, who 
is flyled the vincent; the gains acquired, termage. 

Vinegar. A name given to the perfon who with a whip 
in his hand, and a hat held before his. eyes, keeps the ring 
clear at boxing niatches and cudgel playings ; alfo, in cant 
terms, a cloak. 

Vixen. A termagant; alfoa (he fox, who, when (he ha^ 
cubs, is remarkably fierce. 

To Vowel. A gameRer who does not immediateJy pay 
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Ills lofings, is faid to vowel the winner, by repeating 
the vowels I. O. U. ; or perhaps from giving his note for 
the money according to the Irifh form, where th6 acknow- 
ledgment of the debt is expreflcd by the letters I. O*. U. 
which, the fum a^d name of the debtor being added, is 
deemed a fufficieiit fecurity among gentlemen. 

Uncle. Mine uncle^s ; a neceflary houfe. He is gone to' 
vifit his uncle; faying of one who leaves his wife foon af- 
ter marriage. It like>^ife means a pawnbroker's: goods 
pawned are frequently f^id to be at mine (incle^s, or laid 
up in lavender. 

Under STUAPPER. An inferior in any office, or depart- 
ment. 

Unfortunate Gentlemen. The horfe guards, who 
thus named themfelves in Geriftany, where a general offi- 
-cer feeing them very aukward in bundling up their forage, 
afeed what the devil they were ; to which feme of them 
anfwered, unfortunate gentlemen. 

Ungrateful Man. A parfon, who at lead once a weet 
abufes his beil benefadlor, i. e. the dev^l, 

Unguentum aureum. a bribe. 

Unicorn* A coach drawn by three horfesi 

Unlicked Cub. A rude uncouth young feflow. 

Unrigged. Undre^ed, or ilripped. Unrig the drab; flrip 
the wench. 

Untruss. To untrufs a point; to let down on^'s breeches 
in order to eafe one's felf. Breeches v^ere forrSerly tied 
with points, which till lately were diflributed to she boys 
every Whit Monday by the church -.vardens of moirof the 
parilhes in London, under the denomination of tags :* thefc 
tags were worftcds of different colours twiHed up to a'^fize 
fomewhat thicker than packthread, and tagged at bothertdr 
with tin. Laces wer^ at the fame time given to the giriii 

Untwisted. Undone, ruined, done up. 

Unwashed Bawdry. Rank bawdry. 

Up to their Gossip. To be a matefe tor ono who at- 
tempts to cheat or deceive ; tO be on a footing. Or in the 
fecret. I'll he up with him ; I will repay him in kind. 

Uphills. Falfe dice that ran high. 

G g ;b Uppea 
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Upper Benjamin. A great coat. Cant. 

Uppek Story, or Garret. Figurativeiy ufed to fignlfy 
the head. His apper dory or garrets are anfurnifhed ; i. e. 
he is an empty or fooliih fellow. 

Upping Block. [Called in fome counties a leaping flock, 
in others a jo£ing block.] Steps for mounting a horfe« 
He fits like a toad on a joffing block ; faid of one who fits 
ungracefully on horfeback. 

Uppish. Tefty, apt to take offence. 

Upright. Go upright; a word ufed by fhoemakers, tay- 

lors, and their fervants, when any money is given to make 

them drink, and figniiies. Bring it all out in liquor, though 

the donor intended lefs, and expedls change, or fome of 

his money, to be returned. Three-penny uprright; fee 
THREfi-PBNNY Upright. 

Upright Ma^n. An upright man fignifies the chief or 
principal of a crew. The vilefl, Houtefl rogue in the pack 
is generally chofen to this poll, and has the fole right to 
the firft night's lodging with the dells, who afterwards are 
ufed in common among the whole fraternity. He carries 
a fhort truncheon in his hand, which he. calls his filchman, 
and has a larger fhare than ordinary in whatfoever is got** 
ten in the, fociety. He often travels in company with 
thirty or forty males and females, abram men, and others, 
over whom he prefides arbitrarily. Sometimes the women 
and children who are unable to travel, or fatigued, are by 
turns carried in panniers by an afs or two, or by fome poor 
jades procured for that purpofe. 

Upstarts. Perfons lately raifed to honours and riches 
from mean (Nations. 

Urchin. A child, a little fellow ; alfo a hedgehog. 

Urinal of the Planets. Ireland; fo called from the 
frequent rains in that ifland. 

Used up. Killed: a military faying, originating from a 
mefTage fent by the late General Guife, on the expedition 
at C^rthagena, where he defired the commander in chief 
to order him fome more grenadiers, for thofe he had were 
all ufed up. 
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ABLER. Foot wabler ; a conteroptaous term for a 
foot foldier, frequently ufed by thofe of the cavalry. . 
Wacut. The brethren of this fociety held their meetings 

at the Belly in Mincing-lane. 
To Waddle. To go like a duck. To waddle out of Change 
Alley as a lame duck; a term for one who has not been 
able to pay his gaming debts, called his differences, on t^ 
Stock Exchange, and therefore abfents himfeJf from it« 
Wag. An arch frolicfome fellow. 
Waggish. Arch, gamefome, frolicfome. 
Waggon Lay. Waiting in the ftreet to rob waggons going 
out or coming into town, both commonly happening i« 
the dark. 
Wagtail.. A lewd woman. 

Waits. Mulicians of the lower order, who in moft towns 
play under the windows of the chief inhabitants at raid- 
tiight, a fhort time before ChriAmas, for which they coil- 
le£l a chriflmas-box from houfe to houfe. They are fail 
to derive their name of waits, from being always in wait- 
ing to celebrate weddings and other joyo4is events happea- 
ing within their diflridt. 
Wakk. a country feall, commonly on the anniverfary of 
the tutelar faint of the village, that is, the faint to whom 
the parifh church is dedicated. Alfo a cuftom of watching 
the dead, called Late Wake, in ufe both in Ireland an4 
Wales, where the corps being depofited under a table, 
with a plate of fait on its breaft, the table is covered with 
liquor of all forts ; and the guefts, particularly the younger 
part of them, amufe tbemfelves with ail forts of paftimes 
and recreations: the confequence is generally more than 
replacing the departed friend. 
Walking CoHtvet. An enfign of foot. 
Walking Poulterer. One who fteals fowls, and hawks 
them from door to door. 

WalkinO 
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Walking St ATiONER. A hawker of pamphlets. Set. 
Walking the Plank. A mode of dcftroying devoted 

perfons or oiEcers in a mutiny on (hip- board, by blindfold<> 

ing them, and obliging them to walk on a plank laid cvef 

the ihip's fide; by this means, as the mutineers fuppofei 

avoiding the penalty of murder. 
Walking up against the Wall. To run up a fcore, 

which in alehoufes is commonly recorded with chalk on the 

walls of the bar. 
Wall. To walk or crawl up the wall ; to be fcored up at 

a public houfe. Wall-eyed ; having an eye with ^little 

or no fight, all white like a plaiHercd wall. 
WallowUh. Maukifh, ill- tailed* 
To Wap. To copulate* If ihe won't wap for a winne, let 

her trine for a make ; if fhe won't lie with a man for a 

penny, let her hang for a halfpenny. Mort wap-apacej 

a woman of experieace, or Very expert at the fport. 
Wapper-eybd. Sore-eyed. 
Ware. A woman's ware; her commodity. 
Warm. Rich, in good circumftanccs. To warm, or give 

a man a warming ; to beat him. See Chafed. 
Warming-pan. A large old-faihioned watch. A Scotch 

warming-pan ; a female bedfellow. 
Warren. One that is fecurity for goods taken up on credit 

by extravagant young gentlemen. Cunny warren j a girls 

boarding- fchool, alfo a bawdy houfe. 
Wash. Paint for the face, or cofmedc water. llog wafli ; 

thick and bad beer. 
Wasp. An infeded profUtute, who like wafp carries a fling 

in her tail. 
Waspish. Peevifli, fpiteful. 
Waste. Houfe of wafle ; a tavern or alehoufe where idle 

people wade both their time and money. 
Water. His chops watered at it; he longed carneflly for 

it. To watch his waters ; to keep a flridl watch on any 

one's actions* In hot water ; in trouble, engaged in dif« 

putes. 
Water bewitched. Very weak punch or beer. 
WATBRPADt One that robs ihips in the river Thames. 

Watery- 
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to figure among princes and potentates : the notice given 
in the Gazette that a com million of bankruptcy is iflaed 
out againd any trader, always beginning with the word 
whereas. He will foon march in the rear of a whereas* 

Wh.£T, a naprning's draught> commonly white wine, fup* 
pofed to wjiet or fharpen the appetite. 

Whetstone's Park. A lane between Holbora and Lin« 
coln's-tnn Fields, formerly famed for being the refort of 
women of the town. 

W B I D s. Words, CanK 

To Whiddli. To tell or difcovcr. He whiddles; be peaches. 
He whiddles the whole fcrap ; he difcovers all he knows* 
The cull whiddled becaufe they would not tip him a 
fnack ; the fellow peached becaufe they would not give 
him a fhare^ They whiddle beef, and we muft bruih ; 
they cry out thieves, and we mufl make off. Cant. 

Whiddler. Aa inforqier, or one that betrays the fecret^ 
of the gang. 

Whiffles. A relaxation of the fcrotum. 

Whifplers. Ancient name for fifers ; alfo perfons at the 
univerfiiies who examine candidates for degrees* A whif« 
fling cur; a fmall yelping cur. 

Whigland. Scotland. 

Whimper, or Whindlb* A low cry. 

To Whine. Tocomplain* 

Whin YARD. A fword. 

To Whip the Cock. A piece of fport pradli fed at wakes» 
horfe races, and fairs in Leicefterfliire : a cock being tied 
or faftened into a hat or baiket, half a dozen carter* 
blindfolded, and armed with their cart whips, are placed 
round it, who, after being turned thrice about, begin to 
whip the cock, which if any one ftrikes fo as to make it 
cry out, it becomes his property ; the joke is, that inilead 
of whipping the cock they flog each other heartily. 

Whip Jacks. The tenth order of the canting crew, 

rogues who having learned a few fea terms, beg with 

counterfeit paffcs, pretending to be failors (hipwrecked on 

the neighbouring coaft, and on their way to the port 

from whence they failed* 

To 
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Watbhy-hbaded. Apt to fhed tears. 

Wattles. Ears. Cant* 

We r A-se. a onc-borfe chaife. 

W£ DOING. The emptying of a neceflary-houfe, particularly 

in London. You have been at an Irifli wedding, where 

black eyes are given in dead of favours ; faying to one who 

has a black eye, 
Wkdge. Silver plate, becaufe melted by the receivers of 

ftolcn goods into wedges. Cant, 
Weefing Cross. To come home by weeping crofs ; to 

repent. 
Whbzle-faced. Thin, meagre-faced. Weezle-gutted ; 

,thin-bodied : a weezle is a thin long {lender animal, with 

a (harp face. 
Welch Comb. The thumb and four fingers. 
Welch Fiddle. The itch. See Scotch Fiddle* 
Welch Mile. Like a Welch mile, long and narrow* His 

(lory is like a Welch mile, long and tedious, 
Welch Rabbit, [i. e. a Welch rare bit.j Bread and cheefe 

toaft^fd. See R a b bit.— The Welch are faid to be fo remark- 
ably fond of cheefe, that in cafes of difficulty their midwives 

^pply a piece of toaded cheefe to thejanua vit^, to attract 

9nd entice the young Taffy, who on fmelling it makes 

moil vigorous eilbrts to come forth. 
Westminster Wedding. A match between a whore and 

a rogue. 
Wet Parson. One who moiftens his clay freely, in order 

to make it flick together. 
Wet Quaker. One of that fe£l who has no objeclion to 

the fpirit derived from wine. 
Whack. A fhare of a booty obtained by fraud. A paddy 

whack ; a flout brawny Irifhman. 
Whapper. a large man or woman. 
Wheedle. A (harper. To cut a wheedle; to decoy by 

fawning or infinuapon^ Cant. 
Wheelband in the Nick. Regular drinking over the 

left thumb. 
Whelp. An impudent whelp ; a fancy boy. 
Whereas. To follow a whereas ; to become a bankrupt, 

to 
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To Whip fyvf. To run away, to .drink offgreedily, to 
fnatch* He whipped away from home, went to the ale- 
hoafe, where he whipped off a full tankard, and coming 
back whipped off a fellow's hat from his head. 
Whip-bblly Vbngbance, or pinch-gut vengeance, of 
which he that gets the mofk has the worft ihare. Weak or 
four beer. 
Whi^pbH-snAppbr. a diminutive fellow. 
Whipshirb. Yorkihire. 
Whipster. A iharp or fubtle fellow. 
Whipt Syllabub. A flimfy, frothy difconrfe or treatifej 

without folidity. 
Whirlygigs. Teflicles. 

Whisk. A little inconfiderable impertinent fellow. 
Whisker. A great lye. 
Whisker Splitter* A man of intrigue. 
Whiskin. a fhallow brown 4nnking bowl. 
Whisky. A malt fpirit much drank in Ireland ; alfo a one* 

horfe chaife. See Tim Whisky. 
Whistle. The throat, To wet one's whiflle ; to drink. 
Whistling Shop. Rooms in the King's Bench prifon 

where drams are privately fold. 
Whit. [i. e. Whittington's.] Newgate. Ctf«/.— Five 

rumpadders are rubbed in the darkmans out of the whit, 

and are piked into the deufeaville ; Bve highwaymen broke 

out of Newgate in the night, and are gone into the coun« 

try. 
White Feather. He has a white feather ; he is a coward : 

an alluiion to a game cock, where having a white feather 

is a proof he is not of the true game breed. 
White-livered. Cowardly, malicious. 
White Lye. A harmlefs lye, one QOt told with a malici- 
ous intent, a lye told to r^oiicile people at variance. 
Whitb Sbujbant. A man fetched from the tavern or ale- 

houfe by his wife, is faid to be arretted by the white fer- 

jeant. 
White Swelling. A wom^ big with child is faid to 

have a white fwelling. 
White Tape. Geneva. 

Whitb Wool* Geneca. 

H h Whitbchapbl* 
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Whiticsap^bl. ^kitechaptl pordon; two fmocki, and 
what nature gave, Whitechapel breed ; fat, ragged» and 
faucy: fee St. Gilbs'i Bkbed. Whitechapel beau ; one 
who drefTes with a needle and thread, and undrefles with 
a knife* To play at whift Whitechapel faihion ; i, e, acea 
and kings firfl. 

Whitbchapel Provincb. a club or brotherhood under 
the government of a praetor. 

Whitewashed. One who has taken the benefit of an aft 
of infolvencyy to defraud his creditors, is faid to have 
b^en whitewaflied. 

Whitfielitb. a follower of George Whitfield, a me- 
thodift. 

Whithbr-go-tb. a wife: wives being fometimes apt to 
queflion their hufbands whither they are going. 

Whittinqton's C0LI.EGB. Newgate: built or repaired 
by the famous Lord Mayor of that name^ 

Whore's Bird. A debauched fellow, the largeft of all 
birds. He iings more like a whore's bird than a canary 
bird ; faid of one who has a ftrong manly voice. 

Who a e's C v as b« A piece of gold coin, value Eve ihillings 
and three-pence, frequently given to women of the town 
by fuch as profefifed always to give gold, and who before 
the introdudionof thofe pieces always gave half a guinea. 

Whore's Kitliko, or Whole's Son. A baftard, 

WnqRE-MovGER. - A man that keeps more than one mif* 
trefs. A country gentleman, who kept a female friend, 
being reproved by the parfon of the parilh, and fly led a 
whore- monger, afked the parfon whether he had a cheefe 
in his houfe; and being anfwered in the affirmative, 
* Pray/ fays he, ' dpes that one cheefe make you a cheefe* 
■ * monger?* 

WhqR£-pipk« The.penist 

Whow Ball. A milk-maid: from their frequent ufe of thf 

word whiv, to make the cow 4and ftill in milking ; Ball 

is the fuppofed name of the cow, 
WiBQLE. Bad drink. 
WmLiNG's Witch. The four of clubs: from one James 

Wibling, who in the reign of King James I. grew rich 

by private gaming, and was com^ioiily obeyed to have 

that 
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that t^tii dncl ntytt to lofe a game but when &e had it 

not. 
WiCKEt. A cafemfcnt ; alfo a little door* 
Widow's We^ds. Mourning clothes of a peculiar faihion^ 

denoting her date. A grafs widow ; a difcarded miftrefs* 

A widow bewitched ; a woman whofe huiband is abr6ad> 

and faidi but not certainly known> to be dead* 
Wife in Water Colouhs. A miftrefs, or concubine t 

water colours beings like their engagements^ eafily eiEiiced 

or difTolved. 
WiCANNowNs. A man wearing a large wig* 
Wigs BY. Mr. Wigfby ; a man' wearing a wig. 
Wild RoguSs. Rogues trained up to idealing from their 

cradles. 
Wild S<^ I AT. A loofenefs. 
Wild-goose Chase* A tedious Uncertain purfhit, like 

the following a flock of wild geefe^ who are remarkably 

WiLLtNG 1^1 T. A free horfe^ or a coming girh 
WttLow. Poor» and of no reputation. To wear the willow ; 

to be abandoned by a lover or miflrcfs. 
Win. a penny.' 
To Win. To deal. The cull has won a couple of rum 

glimfUcks ; the fellow has flolen a pair of fine candlefticks. 
Wind. To raife the wind ; to procure money. 
Windfall. A legacy* dr any accidental acceffion of pro« 

perty. 
WiNDiiiiLLS tN THE Head. Fooliih projects. 
Window Peeler. A colle6lor of the window tax.- 
Windward Passage. One who ufes or navigates the 

windward paflage ; a fodomite. 
Windy. Fooliih. A windy fellow; a fimple fellow* 
Wink. To tip one the wink | to give a fignsil by winking 

the eye. 
Winnings. Plunder^ goods^ or money acquired by theft. 
Winter Cricket. A taylon 

Winter^ Day. He is like a ^inter^s day* fhort and dirty* 
Wipe. A blow, or reproach* I'll give you a wipe on the 

chops. That ftory gave him a fine wipe* 
WiPtR. A handkerchief. Cant. 

H h a Wiper 
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Wiper Drawer. A pickpocket, one who deals handkcf« 
chiefs. He drew a broad, narrow, cam, or fpecked wiper ; 
he picked a pocket of a broad, narrow, cambrick, or 
coloured handkerchief. 
To Wiredraw. To lengthen out or extend any book, let- 
ter, or difcourfe. 
Wise. As wife as Waltham's calf, that ran nine miles to 

fuck a bull. 
Wise Men of Gotham. Gotham is a village in Notting- 
hamfhire : its magillrates are faid to have attempted to 
hedge in a cuckow : a bufh, called the cuckow's ba(h, is 
fiill ihewn in fupport of the- tradition. A thoufand other 
ridiculous dories are told of the men of Gotham. 
Wiseacre. A fooliih conceited fellow. 
' Wiseacre's Hall. Grefham college. 
Wit. He has as much wit as three folks, two fools and a 

madman. « 
WiTCHFR. Silver. Witcher bubber ; a filver bowl. Wit- 
cher tilter; a filver-hilted fword. Witcher cully ; a diver* 
fmith. 
To Wobble. To boil. Pot wobbler; one who boils a pot. 
Wolf in the Breast. An extraordinary mode of im^oit* 
tion, fometimes pradifed in the country by drolling wo* 
men, who have the knack of counterfeiting extreme pain, 
pretending to have a fmall animal called a wolf in their 
breads, which is continually gnawing them. 
Wolf in the Stomach. A mondrous or canine appetite. 
Wood. In a wood ; bewildered, in a maze, in a peck of 
troubles, puzzled, or at a lofs what courfe to take in any 
budnefs. To look over the wood ; to afcend the pulpit, 
to preach : I diall look over the wood at St. James's on 
Sunday next. To look through the wood; to dand in 
the pillory. 
Wood Pecker. A bydander, who bets whild another 

plays. 
Woodcock. A taylor with a long bill. 
Wooden Habeas A cofHn. A man who dies in prifon 
is faid to go out with a wooden habeas. He went out 
with a wooden habeas ; i. e. his coffin. 

Wooden 



W O It 

WooD£N Horse. To ride the wooden horfe, was a militar/ 
punifhment formerly in ufe. This horfe coDfifled of two 
or more planks about eight feet long, fixed together fo as 
to form a fharp ridge or angle, which anfwered to the body 
of the horfe. It was fupported by four polls, about fix 
feet long, for legs. A head, neck, and tail, rudely cut 
in wood, were added, which completed the appearance 
of a horfe. On this fharp ridge delinquents were mount* 
ed, with their hands tied behind them ; and to Heady them 
(as it was faid)« andleafl the horfe ihould kick them off, 
one or more firelocks were tied to each leg. In this fitua- 
tion they were fometimes condemned to fit an hour or two ; 
but at length it having been found to injure the foldiert 
materially, and fometimes to rupture them, it was left off 
about the time of the acceffion of King George I. A 
wooden borfe was ftanding in the Parade at Portfmouth as 
late as the year 1750. 

Wooden Ruff. The pillory. See Norway Neck- 
cloth. 

Wooden Surtout. A coffin. 

Woman of thb Town, or Woman of Pleasure. A 
proHitute. 

Woman and her Husband. A married couple, where 
the woman is bigger than her hufband. 

Woman's Con : c i encb. Never fatisfied. 

Woman of all Work. Sometimes applied to a female (er- 
vanty whorefufes none of her mailer's commands. 

WoMBLBTY Cropt. The indifpofition of a drunkard after 
a debauch. See Cropsick. 

WooLBiRD. A iheep. Canf* . 

Wool Gathering. Your wits are gone a wool gathering; 
faying to an abfent man, one in a reverie, or abforbed in' 
thought. 

Woollev Crown. A foft-b^aded fellow. 

Word Grubbers, Verbal critics, and alfo perfbns who 
ufe hard words in common difcourfe. 

WoRo Pecker. A puniter, one who plays upon words. 

Word of Mouth. To drink by word of mouth ; i. c. out 
of the bowl or bottle inilead of a glafs. 

World. 
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'AD. Crooked like the letter Z. He is a mere sad, 

or perhaps zed ; a defcfiplion of a very crooked or deforni'* 

ed person. • ' 

ZaNYi The jefterj Jack Pudden^ or merry Andrew, to 8 

moontebank. 
ZiDLAVD. Great part of the weft country, where the letter 

Z* is fttbftituted for S. ; as zee forfee, zon for fun, ScCm 

&c* This prevails through the counties of Dcvonfliire, 

Dorfet(hire» and Somerfetfiiire. 
Z M I s s . Frc (l or frozen . Zneefy weather ; frofty weather, 
Znoz. The fame as znees. 
Zac> or Soc. A blow. I gid him a zoc; I gave him a 

blow, ^efi country. 
ZoucHy or Slouch. Aflovenly ungenteel man> one who 

hbn a ftoop in his gait. A iloached hat'; a hat with its 

brims let do^n, or aacocked. 
ZovMDs. Aa exclamation J an abbreviati^ of Ced^t 

ZvcKB, A withered ftamp of a tree.* 
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